SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #33


I. Bible References

Matthew 21:12–22

Mark 11:11–26

Luke 19:41–48; 21:37–38

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, we saw Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  This lesson focuses on our true spiritual condition.  Jesus looks at Israel’s spiritual condition as exemplified by their place of worship, the temple.  He also uses a fig tree to show us the consequences of a deficient spiritual condition of not bearing fruit.  In addition, He shows us a key to living a life that bears fruit:  faith in prayer.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Weeps Over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41–44)
· As Jesus approached Jerusalem during the final week before His crucifixion, He wept over the city.  He saw the truth that was hidden from the city and foretold the impending consequences.

1. What was Jesus referring to that would have brought peace to Jerusalem?  Why was it hidden from her eyes?  What did the people of the city do wrong?

2. Has this prophecy been fulfilled?  If so, when and how?

3. Does this warning apply to us in this day and age?  How can we be watchful for God’s timing?

B. Jesus Cleanses the Temple Again (Matthew 21:12–17; Mark 11:11, 15–19; Luke 19:45–48; 21:37–38)
· Jesus cleansed the temple a second time (first time:  John 2:13–16).  He drove out those who were buying and selling.  Then He healed the blind and the lame who came to Him.

1. What were the original functions of the temple?

2. Why did Jesus accuse the people of being robbers?  How is changing money and selling doves robbery?

3. Compare the attitude of the Pharisees to that of the children (Matthew 21:15).

a) After seeing the wonderful things that Jesus had done, why did the Pharisees respond the way they did?

b) What kind of attitude is God looking for in us?  (See 1 Corinthians 1:26–29.)  What things in our lives cause us to be like the Pharisees?  How can we be more like these little children?

4. Does the temple exist today?  How?  (See 1 Corinthians 6:19.)  How can we apply the original functions of the temple to the present-day temple?

C. Jesus Curses a Fig Tree (Matthew 21:18–22; Mark 11:12–14, 20–26)

· Jesus cursed a fig tree that had leaves but no fruit, and the tree withered from the roots.  Jesus used this to instruct His disciples on the power of praying in faith.

1. Why did Jesus curse the fig tree?  Since it was not the season for figs, was this unfair?

2. What does the fig tree represent?  What does it mean practically to bear fruit?  What are the consequences of not bearing fruit?

3. What does Jesus say about the power of praying in faith?  Does this mean that God will answer any or all of our prayers?  Does this promise have any conditions?
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