SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #34


I. Bible References

Matthew 21:23–22:14

Mark 11:27–12:12

Luke 20:1–19

II. Preface


In this lesson, we see Jesus teaching in the temple only a few days before His crucifixion.  All of the passages are related to the general rejection of Jesus by Israel and the fact that the kingdom of God is not populated by Jewish people who only have the appearance of being very religious.  Jesus used the bad example set by the religious leaders to spur others, including us today, to repent and believe.

Outline

Jesus’ Authority Is Questioned (Matthew 21:23–27; Mark 11:27–33; Luke 20:1–8)
The chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the elders questioned Jesus as to what authority He had to teach in the temple.

How did Jesus respond to the leaders’ questions?

What does the answer the leaders gave to Jesus’ question reveal about them?

If Jesus is Lord, what does that mean to you?

The Two Sons (Matthew 21:28–32)
Jesus told a parable about two sons:  one who told his father he would not obey but did, and the other who said he would obey but did not.

Who do the sons represent?  Why do you think Jesus told this parable at that point in history?

How do you relate to this parable?  Have you ever made a promise or commitment to God and broken it?  What do you think is the characteristic that Jesus is most trying to encourage in us?

The Landowner and the Tenants (Matthew 21:33–46; Mark 12:1–12; Luke 20:9–19)
Jesus told a parable about a landowner and the evil tenants, who either beat or killed the owner’s servants and then killed his son in an attempt to gain his inheritance.

Who does each of the characters in this parable represent?

How did the chief priests and the Pharisees know that Jesus was talking about them?

Do you ever consider yourself to be a tenant who owes something to God?  Is this the correct way to think of our relationship with Him?

The Wedding Banquet (Matthew 22:1–14)
1. Jesus told a parable about a wedding banquet to which the invited guests refused to come.  So strangers and outcasts were invited and they came, but one of them was thrown out because he was not wearing wedding clothes.

2. In this parable, who do the people represent?  What do the events represent?
Why was one person thrown outside?

What message is Jesus telling us through this parable?  What are the wedding clothes we should make sure we have?
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