SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #35


I. Bible References

Matthew 22:15–46

Mark 12:13–37

Luke 20:20–44

II. Preface


In this lesson, the Pharisees and the Sadducees continue to test Jesus’ authority and power.  They devise treacherous questions in order to trap Jesus and discredit Him.  However, God’s name is glorified each time as Jesus answers with heavenly wisdom.  His answers confirm not only God’s authority and power but also God’s promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ, the Son of God (John 3:16).

III. Outline

A. Paying Taxes to Caesar (Matthew 22:15–22; Mark 12:13–17; Luke 20:20–26)
· The Pharisees and Herodians tried to trap Jesus by using the issue of paying Roman taxes.  (Note:  The Herodians were a group that strongly supported Herod and consequently were zealous for the interests of the Roman government.)

1. What was the trap the Pharisees and Herodians were trying to set?  Consider how Jesus’ position would have been compromised if He had answered either way about whether it was right to pay taxes.

2. Does Jesus’ answer amaze you as well?  How does Jesus’ answer encourage you in your dealings with this world?

B. Marriage at the Resurrection (Matthew 22:23–33; Mark 12:18–27; Luke 20:27–40)
· The Sadducees came to test Jesus’ view on the resurrection (even though they did not believe that there was a resurrection but were attempting to make Jesus contradict the Scriptures).

1. In what ways were the Sadducees mistaken?  Do you imagine life now and life after death to be same?

2. The Sadducees were skeptics who believed in nothing outside of this world and after this life.  However, Jesus reminded them that God is the God of the living and not of the dead.  Share how God’s promise of eternal life through Jesus changed your view of the world.

C. The Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34–40; Mark 12:28–34)
· One of the Pharisees, an expert in the law, came to test Jesus by asking Him about the greatest commandment.

1. What is the greatest commandment according to Jesus’ answer?

2. Why did Jesus mention two commandments?  Should they be tied together?  What was Jesus trying to remind this Pharisee regarding God’s desire for His people?  (See Hosea 6:6.)

D. Whose Son Is the Christ (Matthew 22:41–46; Mark 12:35–37; Luke 20:41–44)
· As Jesus taught in the temple courts, he asked a question about Christ’s relationship to David.

1. What is the answer to what Jesus was asking?

2. How was David able to make the prophetic statement that Jesus quoted from Psalm 110:1?  Through whom are you able to gain heavenly vision and wisdom in your daily walk with the Lord?

3. Even though the Pharisees devoted their lives to studying the law, they failed to make a connection between Jesus and the Christ whom they have been waiting for.  Share about how God has revealed Jesus to you.
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