SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #36


I. Bible References

Matthew 23:1–39

Mark 12:38–44

Luke 20:45–21:4

John 12:20–50

II. Preface


As the time for His death approaches, Jesus teaches the crowds and His disciples what they should and should not do.  He encourages them to believe in Him and warns them about what would happen to those who do not.

III. Outline

A. The Scribes and the Pharisees (Matthew 23:1–39; Mark 12:38–40; Luke 20:45–47)
· Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, contrasting the hypocrisy of the scribes and the Pharisees with how His listeners ought to live instead.

1. When people in positions of authority ask you to do something that they themselves do not do, how do you respond?  What did Jesus ask His listeners to do in verse 3?

2. Is what Jesus said in verses 8 to 10 to be taken literally?  If it is, have we already violated these instructions?  If it is not, what was Jesus saying?

3. What were the things the scribes and the Pharisees did or emphasized that Jesus condemned?  What did He say they should have done or paid attention to instead?  From reading these passages, consider whether there is anything that would apply to your own life.

B. The Widow’s Offering (Mark 12:41–44; Luke 21:1–4)
· Jesus praised a widow for giving to God out of her poverty while the rich gave out of their wealth.

1. How do the widow’s offering and that of the rich compare in man’s eyes?  How do they compare in Jesus’ eyes?

2. What does this story reveal about God’s character?  How does God judge people?

3. Do you only give God your time, energy, money, etc. when you have more than enough to support your own needs and wants, or do you also give when you do not have enough?  Share an experience you have had.

C. Jesus Predicts His Death a Fourth Time (John 12:20–36)
· Jesus predicted His death by using the illustration of a kernel of wheat, and He foretold how he would die.

1. How is a kernel of wheat a representation of Jesus?

2. What does it mean that “the man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life” (v. 25)?  Are we supposed to hate our life?

3. How do you pray when your “heart is troubled” (v. 27)?  How did Jesus pray?

D. Belief and Unbelief (John 12:37–50)
· After having seen the many miraculous signs Jesus had performed, some people believed in Him but some still would not.  Jesus preached about what would happen as a result of the choice each person makes.

1. Why did some people not believe in Jesus even though they had seen what He had done?

2. In this passage (and in John 12:25–36), what are the differences between those who believe in Jesus and those who do not?

3. In verses 42 and 43, what did some people who believed in Jesus fail to do and why?  How does the expression of your faith compare with theirs?
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