SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #37


I. Bible References

Matthew 24:1–25:46

Mark 13:1–37

Luke 21:5–36

II. Preface


In this lesson, the disciples ask Jesus about His coming and the end times —when they will take place and what the signs will be.  While He does not give them an answer as to the time, He does tell them in detail what will happen.  He cautions them about what to watch for and teaches them how they should prepare.  He uses some parables and illustrations to tell them what will happen to those who are prepared for His return and to those who are not.

III. Outline

A. Signs of the End of the Age (Matthew 24:1–51; Mark 13:1–37; Luke 21:5–36)
· The disciples asked Jesus about the sign of His coming and of the end of the age.  Jesus responded by telling them about the events that would take place and instructing them on what they should watch out for and what they should do.

1. What might the stones and the buildings of the temple represent today?

2. What are the signs of the end of the age?  Did Jesus say there are things that are not the signs?

3. What is the lesson of the fig tree?  Have you learned the lesson as Jesus said we should?

4. What does it mean to give the servants in the master’s household their food at the proper time (Matthew 24:45)?

5. Jesus warns us not to let the owner of the house find us sleeping when he comes back (Mark 13:35–36).  What is this sleep referring to?  How can we follow Jesus’ command to keep watch?

B. The Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1–13)
· Jesus used a parable of ten virgins to describe the kingdom of heaven in the end times.

1. What was the difference between the wise virgins and the foolish ones?

2. Who do the wise and the foolish virgins represent?  What do the lamp and the oil represent?  It appears that the foolish virgins did have oil in their lamps (v. 8) but did not have any in their vessels (vv. 3–4).  What does the vessel represent?

3. What can we do to be like the wise virgins?

C. The Talents (Matthew 25:14–30)
· Jesus also likened the kingdom of heaven to a man going on a journey and entrusting his property to his servants.

1. What did each of the servants do with what the master had entrusted to him?

2. Why would God give more to those who have and take away from those who do not have (v. 29)?  Is this fair?

3. Review the parable of the ten minas in Luke 19:11–27.  How is it different from this parable of the talents and why?  What can we learn from this?

4. What are you doing with the talents that God has entrusted to you?

D. The Sheep and the Goats (Matthew 25:31–46)
· Jesus compared the judgment of the nations to a shepherd separating the sheep from the goats.

1. What is the difference between the sheep and the goats?  Who do they represent?

2. Is Jesus saying that we are saved by our works?  If we do not do these deeds that are commended, will we go to the “eternal fire” (v. 41)?

3. What can you do this week for the least of the King’s brothers?

IV. Summary


In these passages, Jesus spoke of many dreadful events in the end times.  Have any of these events already taken place?  Do these descriptions cause you to be fearful?  Jesus also spoke words that can bring us comfort and encouragement.  What are they?


All these things Jesus taught His disciples should serve as a stern warning to us that we also need to be watchful and to be prepared so that His imminent return does not take us by surprise.  What are you doing to make sure you are prepared?
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