SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #38


I. Bible References

Matthew 26:1–5, 14–25

Mark 14:1–2, 10–21

Luke 22:1–18, 21–30

John 13:1–30

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, Jesus cautioned His disciples about what to watch for in the end times and taught them how they should prepare.  This week, we see one among those closest to Jesus agreeing to betray Him.  Despite this impending trouble, Jesus celebrates the Passover with His disciples and shows them through His actions how to serve one another.

III. Outline

A. The Plot Against Jesus (Matthew 26:1–5, 14–16; Mark 14:1–2, 10–11; Luke 22:1–6)
· The chief priests and the teachers of the law plotted to arrest and kill Jesus.  After having been rebuked by Jesus, Judas went to the chief priests and made a deal to betray Jesus to them.

1. Review John 12:3–8.  Why did Jesus rebuke Judas?

2. What was Judas’ responsibility among the twelve disciples?  (See John 12:6 and 13:29.)  How had he mishandled this responsibility?

3. Why did Judas want to betray Jesus?

4. All three passages specifically mention that Judas was one of the Twelve.  How is this significant?  What can we learn or apply from this?

B. The Passover Is Celebrated (Matthew 26:17–20; Mark 14:12–17; Luke 22:7–18)
· The disciples followed Jesus’ instructions to prepare the Passover.  That evening, Jesus ate the Passover with them.

1. What is the significance of Jesus eating the Passover with His disciples?

C. Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet (John 13:1–20)
· Jesus washed the disciples’ feet as an example for them to follow.

1. What was the Old Testament purpose of washing one’s feet?  Who was usually responsible for this task?  (See Genesis 18:1–4 and 1 Samuel 25:39b–41.)

2. Why did Jesus wash His disciples’ feet?  What does this symbolize?

3. What is the difference between washing one’s feet and bathing (John 13:10)?  What do these actions represent?  Compare them to the Old Testament priestly washing (Exodus 30:18–21; 40:12).

4. Jesus instructed His disciples to also wash one another’s feet (John 13:14).  What is one way that we can obey this command this week?

D. Jesus Predicts His Betrayal (Matthew 26:21–25; Mark 14:18–21; Luke 22:21–30; John 13:21–30)
· While celebrating the Passover with the disciples, Jesus predicted His betrayal.

1. List the instances in John 13:1–30 where Jesus knew what was about to happen.  Consider Jesus’ actions and words in view of His foreknowledge of what was about to take place.

2. Did Judas have a choice in whether to betray Jesus or not?  Did Judas have the opportunity to repent?

3. Consider the choices you make daily to follow Jesus.  Do you take the opportunity to repent when you have not followed Him?
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