SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #39


I. Bible References

Matthew 26:26–29

Mark 14:22–25

Luke 22:19–20

John 13:31–35; 14:1–15:25

II. Preface


In this lesson, we study the first part of the last speech Jesus gives to the disciples before His death.  He spoke words of encouragement and wisdom to them, teaching them about the way to the Father, instructing them to abide in Him, commanding them to love each other, and comforting them concerning how the world will treat them.

III. Outline

A. A New Command (John 13:31–35)
· Jesus gave a new command to His disciples to love one another.

1. Why is this a new command?  How is it different from the ones in Mark 12:31 and Luke 6:27?

2. How did Jesus show love to His disciples and to those around Him?

3. How can other people know that we are disciples of Christ just through our love for one another (v. 35)?

B. The Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26–29; Mark 14:22–25; Luke 22:19–20)
· During the last supper before His crucifixion, Jesus took bread and the cup and gave them to His disciples.

1. What is the meaning of the breaking of bread?  Does it mean the same thing to you as the Lord had intended?  (See also 1 Corinthians 11:23–26.)

2. Jesus said He would drink anew the fruit of the vine in the kingdom of God (Matthew 26:29; Mark 14:25).  What is the significance of this statement for believers?

C. The Way to the Father (John 14:1–31)
· As Jesus began His last speech to the disciples, He comforted them by telling them that He was going to prepare a place for them.

1. Jesus told His disciples that He was about to leave them.  How was this supposed to be comforting to them?

2. Jesus made a bold statement that He is not only a way to the Father but that He is the only way (v. 6).  What ways does this world try to use to go to the Father or to heaven?  Why is Jesus’ statement so offensive to the world?

3. Jesus said that He would do whatever we asked in His name (vv. 13–14).  What does it mean to ask in His name?  Did He really mean that we could ask for anything?

4. What else did Jesus tell His disciples that He would do?

D. Relationships of Believers (John 15:1–25)
· Jesus taught the disciples about their relationship to Him, to each other, and to the world.

1. Jesus says that He is the vine and we are the branches and that we have to abide in Him in order to bear fruit (vv. 1–11).
2. What are practical ways for us to abide in the Lord?

3. Jesus also says that the Father prunes every branch that bears fruit so that it will be even more fruitful.  Are you a branch that bears fruit?  If so, how have you experienced being pruned by the Father?

4. Jesus again commanded His disciples to love each other (vv. 12–17).  In what way did He tell them to do this?  Is it possible for us to love each other to such an extent?

5. Jesus told His disciples that the world would hate them (vv. 18–25).

a) According to Jesus, why does the world hate those who believe in Him?

b) What kind of relationship do you seek to have with the people of this world?
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