SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #40


I. Bible Reference

John 15:26–17:26

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, we studied the first part of Jesus’ last speech to the disciples.  In this lesson, we study the second part, where Jesus speaks to them about the Holy Spirit and about His own death and resurrection.  After speaking to them, He proceeds to pray to the Father.  This prayer is an encouragement to us, as the Lord entrusts not only His eleven disciples but all believers in the entire world to the Father.  He prays also for our unity and our future glory with Him.

III. Outline

A. The Promise of the Holy Spirit (John 15:26–16:15)
· Jesus warned the disciples about the persecution they would face, but He told them that after He had gone away, He would send the Counselor — the Holy Spirit — to help them.

1. List the things Jesus said the Holy Spirit would do when He came.  (See also John 14:16–17, 26.)

2. How have you experienced the ministry of the Holy Spirit?

B. Jesus Tells of His Return to the Father (John 16:16–33)
· Jesus told the disciples that in a little while they would not see Him any more and would grieve, but He also told them that their grief would turn to joy.  He stated plainly that He was returning to the Father.

1. The disciples questioned each other about what Jesus meant by saying “a little while” rather than asking Him directly.  What do you do when you cannot understand what the Lord is saying?  What can you do, having read the previous section?

2. Jesus says that He has overcome the world (v. 33).  Even though His life is inside of us believers, why is it that we are often unable to overcome the world?

C. Jesus Prays for Himself (John 17:1–5)
· Jesus prayed for the Father to glorify Him (the Son) since He had completed the work the Father had given to Him.

1. What type of glory was Jesus praying about, seeing how He was to be betrayed and crucified shortly?

2. How do you experience eternal life on a daily, practical basis?

D. Jesus Prays for the Disciples (John 17:6–19)
· Jesus prayed that the Father would protect the disciples by the power of His name.

1. How had Jesus manifested the name of the Father to His disciples (v. 6)?

2. How was Jesus glorified through the disciples (v. 10)?  How are we to glorify Him today?

3. How can we have the full measure of Jesus’ joy within us (v. 13)?

4. What does it mean to be sanctified by the truth (v. 17)?

E. Jesus Prays for All Believers (John 17:20–26)
· Jesus prayed for the unity of all those who would believe in Him through the message of His disciples.  Through these words, He shows us not only how much He loves us but also how interconnected the love relationship is between the Father, the Son, and the body of believers.

1. What is the desire of the Son in this last section of His prayer?  Is His desire truly expressed among us today, and if so, how?  Or is His desire for the future?

2. How can the world know the relationship between the Father, the Son, and the body of believers?

3. Review

4. 
In John 14:1–16:33, Jesus used the last opportunity He had before His death to share with His disciples.

5. Why did Jesus say what He said to the disciples?  List all the instances where He said, “I have told you,” and the reasons for telling them.

6. There are several other key words and phrases that Jesus repeated.  What are they?  What did He want to impress upon the disciples before leaving them, and what does He want to impress upon us today?
Page 1 of 2

