SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #41


I. Bible References

Matthew 26:30–56

Mark 14:26–52

Luke 22:31–53

John 13:36–38; 18:1–12

II. Preface


Before Jesus accomplishes the Father’s will on Calvary, He has to first surrender His own will.  In Gethsemane, we see a tormented Jesus putting Himself in complete submission to His Father.  In His submission, He suffers for us, bearing the sins of man.  In His submission, He is denied and betrayed by those closest to Him.  In His submission, He gives us life.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial (Matthew 26:30–35; Mark 14:26–31; Luke 22:31–38; John 13:36–38)
· Jesus predicted that all His disciples would fall away on account of Him.  Peter responded by saying that he would lay down his life for Jesus, but Jesus told him that before the rooster crowed he would disown Him three times.
1. Reflect on what you know about Peter’s character.  (See Matthew 14:28–30; 16:15–16.)
2. What qualities did Peter possess?  What qualities did he lack?

3. Where did Peter place his confidence?

4. Have you ever been so sure of your own spiritual strength or love for the Lord, only to be proven wrong?  Have you ever questioned or disregarded what the Lord said, as Peter did (John 13:37)?  Share on what you learned from those experiences.

5. In Luke 22:32, Jesus said that He had prayed for Peter.

6. Was Jesus’ prayer answered?  What can we learn from this verse?

7. Do you use your past failures in your walk with the Lord the way He instructed Peter?

B. Jesus Prays in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42; Luke 22:39–46)
· On the night before Jesus died for the sins of mankind, He committed Himself to this sacrifice.  He prayed for His Father’s will to be done and in doing so, submitted Himself completely to the Father.

1. In His prayer, Jesus asked His Father to take the cup from Him.  What does this cup represent?

2. In Gethsemane, we see Jesus as we have never seen Him before — in a state of agony and despair.  Why do you think He was so overwhelmed (Matthew 26:38; Luke 22:44)?

3. Jesus told His disciples twice to pray so that they would not fall into temptation (Luke 22:40, 46).  What kind of temptation was He referring to?

C. Jesus Is Arrested (Matthew 26:47–56; Mark 14:43–52; Luke 22:47–53; John 18:1–12)
· Judas led a crowd to Jesus, and he betrayed Him with a kiss.  Jesus willingly gave Himself up to the authorities seeking to arrest Him and forbade His disciples to resist them, acknowledging that His arrest occurred in order to fulfill the Scriptures.  After Jesus was arrested, the disciples fled from the scene, just as He had predicted earlier.

1. Jesus knew all along that Judas was going to betray Him, yet He still called Judas His friend (Matthew 26:50).  Not only did Judas betray Him, but the other disciples deserted Him as well.
2. What is betrayal?  Have you ever been betrayed by someone?  When does it hurt the most?

3. What lesson can we learn from seeing how Jesus treated Judas?

4. Jesus said, “For all who draw the sword will die by the sword” (Matthew 26:52).  In today’s terms, does this mean that the military should not exist?  More specifically, is it acceptable (both currently and historically) for Christians to defend their faith through battle?

5. As His followers, how would Jesus want us to defend Him?
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