SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #42


I. Bible References

Matthew 26:57–75; 27:1–2, 11–14

Mark 14:53–15:5

Luke 22:54–23:7

John 18:13–38

II. Preface


In this lesson, we see Jesus being accused before Caiaphas and before Pilate.  Even in the face of false accusations and injustice, Jesus remains steadfast in His testimony and faithful to His purpose for coming into the world.  In contrast, Peter denies Jesus three times despite having said that he would follow Him even to death.  This contrast serves as an important reminder to us as we reflect upon our testimony on earth:  To whom do we consider ourselves more similar?

III. Outline

A. Jesus Appears Before the Sanhedrin (Matthew 26:57, 59–68; Mark 14:53, 55–65; Luke 22:54a, 63–71; John 18:13–14, 19–24)
· Jesus was brought before Caiaphas, the high priest, and the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were determined to find false evidence against Jesus.  Although they could not find any, they still ultimately condemned Him to die.

1. Why did the Sanhedrin condemn Jesus to die?

2. Jesus remained silent in the face of false accusations.  However, He answered when asked whether He was the Christ.  Why do you think Jesus was selective in His responses?

3. When should we as Christians stay silent and when should we speak out?

B. Peter Denies Jesus Three Times (Matthew 26:58, 69–75; Mark 14:54, 66–72; Luke 22:54b–62; John 18:15–18, 25–27)
· Peter denied Jesus three separate times, thus fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy.

1. Who questioned Peter about being with Jesus?  What is the significance of who these people were?

2. Why do you think Peter denied having been with Jesus and knowing Him?  Why do you think Jesus made it a point to predict Peter’s denial before it happened?

3. In what ways do we deny Jesus in our everyday lives?  Have there been times when you denied Jesus and were convicted of it later?

C. Jesus Appears Before Pilate (Matthew 27:1–2, 11–14; Mark 15:1–5; Luke 23:1–7; John 18:28–38)
· Jesus was brought before Pilate, the governor.  After questioning Jesus and finding no reason to charge Him, Pilate sent Him to Herod.

1. When questioned by Pilate, Jesus was again selective in His responses.  What did He respond to and what did He not respond to?

2. Jesus said He was the King of the Jews, yet He also said, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).  How can He be King of the Jews yet His kingdom not be of this world?

3. Jesus was always certain of His identity and purpose.  What is your identity and purpose in this world?

4. What is your answer to Pilate’s question, “What is truth” (John 18:38)?  What is truth based on?  Does it change depending on circumstances, the times, the society, etc.?  Is there absolute truth?

Page 1 of 2

