SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #43


I. Bible References

Matthew 27:3–10, 15–26a, 27–31a

Mark 15:6–15a, 16–20a

Luke 23:8–21

John 18:39–19:3

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, we saw that Jesus was taken to the high priest and then to Pilate.  In this lesson, we see what happens to Judas.  We see Pilate attempting to free Jesus before giving in to the chief priests and the crowd’s demands to have Him crucified.  We see Jesus being forsaken and mocked by those He came to save.  Despite all the suffering, humiliation, and injustice, the Lion of Judah chooses to be the meek and quiet Lamb of God.

III. Outline

A. Judas Hangs Himself (Matthew 27:3–10)
· Feeling remorse for betraying Jesus, Judas went to the chief priests and elders to return the thirty silver coins he had been paid.  He then hanged himself, and the priests took the “blood money” to buy a field.

1. Compare and contrast the way Peter and Judas responded when each realized what he had done to Jesus.  (See Matthew 26:75.)  What should Judas have done?

2. What picture does Matthew paint of the chief priests in these verses?  What kind of hypocrisy pays someone to betray Jesus but then will not accept the money when it is returned?  Does such hypocrisy exist in the church today?

3. What was the ultimate use of the money paid to Judas to betray Jesus?  What does this suggest to you about God’s ability to bring good out of evil?  What other examples of this can you think of?

B. Jesus Appears Before Herod (Luke 23:8–12)
· Pilate sent Jesus to Herod, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law continued to accuse Jesus.  Herod hoped to see a miracle and he asked Jesus many questions, but when Jesus didn’t respond, Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked Him and then sent Him back to Pilate.

1. Why did Pilate send Jesus to Herod?

2. Why did Herod and Pilate become friends because of this incident?

C. Jesus Is Forsaken by Man (Matthew 27:15–26a; Mark 15:6–15a; Luke 23:13–21; John 18:39–19:1)
· Pilate tried to release Jesus, but the chief priests and the elders stirred up the crowd to demand death for Jesus and to ask for Barabbas, a notorious prisoner, to be released.  Pilate finally released Barabbas and had Jesus flogged.

1. What is the significance of Pilate’s wife’s dream (Matthew 27:19)?  What should Pilate have done?

2. How effective do you think it was for Pilate to “wash his hands” of Jesus’ blood (Matthew 27:24)?  Does it mean that he was no longer responsible for Jesus’ death?  What does this suggest for our habit of “washing our hands” of evil things?

3. The Jews asked to have Christ’s blood be on them and on their children (Matthew 27:25).  Why would it be wrong for Christians to continue to condemn Jews today as “Christ-killers”?

D. Soldiers Mock Jesus (Matthew 27:27–31a; Mark 15:16–20a; John 19:2–3)
· The governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the palace, where they put a purple robe and a crown of thorns on Him and mocked His kingship.

1. Why did Jesus have to suffer this pain and humiliation?

2. Why do you think the soldiers mocked Jesus with such passion and cruelty?

3. How does this incident make you feel?
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