SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #44


I. Bible References

Matthew 27:26b, 31b–35a, 38

Mark 15:15b, 20b–24a, 25, 27–28

Luke 23:22–34a

John 19:4–18

II. Preface


In this lesson, we see Jesus being forsaken.  He is rejected, humiliated, and punished for unjust reasons, and thus He completes His journey to the cross.  He is crucified on the cross by man, for man.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Is Handed Over to Be Crucified (Matthew 27:26b; Mark 15:15b; Luke 23:22–25; John 19:4–16a)
· Pilate appeared before the crowd a third time and brought Jesus out to them, saying that he found no basis for a charge against Him.  After the crowd continued to adamantly oppose Pilate’s suggestion to release Jesus, Pilate finally handed Him over to them to be crucified.

1. Pilate said to Jesus, “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” (John 19:10).  So why did he still hand Jesus over to the crowd even though he knew Jesus was innocent?  What error did Pilate make in what he said?  How did Jesus correct him?

2. Jesus said to Pilate, “The one who handed Me over to you is guilty of a greater sin” (John 19:11).  Who was He referring to?  What was the greater sin?  What does Jesus’ statement imply about Pilate?

3. The chief priests told Pilate, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15).  What error did they make in what they said?

4. Who do you choose to rule over your life?

B. Jesus Is Led to Be Crucified (Matthew 27:31b–32; Mark 15:20b–21; Luke 23:26–31; John 19:16b–17)
· As Jesus was being led to His crucifixion, Simon from Cyrene was forced to help Jesus carry the cross.  Jesus also spoke to the women who were following Him and mourning for Him.

1. Who did Jesus tell the women who were mourning for Him that they should weep for instead and why (Luke 23:27–30)?

2. What does the tree in Luke 23:31 represent?  What is Jesus talking about in this verse?

C. Jesus Is Crucified (Matthew 27:33–35a, 38; Mark 15:22–24a, 25, 27–28; Luke 23:32–34a; John 19:18)
· After refusing to drink the wine that was offered to Him, Jesus was crucified on the cross along with two criminals on either side of Him.

1. Why did Jesus refuse to drink the wine?

2. Jesus prayed to the Father for those who crucified Him (Luke 23:34a).

a) Why did He say that they did not know what they were doing?

b) What can we do to treat our enemies the way Jesus treated His enemies?

3. What does Jesus’ crucifixion mean to you?
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