SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #46


I. Bible References

Matthew 27:57–28:8

Mark 15:42–16:8

Luke 23:50–24:12

John 19:31–20:10

II. Preface


In the previous lesson, we read about Jesus being crucified and dying on the cross.  In this lesson, we learn about Jesus’ burial and the extraordinary steps taken to secure Jesus in the tomb.  We also learn of Jesus’ resurrection through the stone in front of the tomb being rolled away by angels.

III. Outline

A. A Soldier Pierces Jesus’ Side (John 19:31–37)
· To ensure that Jesus was dead, one of the soldiers pierced His side, causing blood and water to flow out.

1. What verse in the Old Testament was John quoting from in verse 36?  How did not breaking Jesus’ bones fulfill the Scripture?

2. What do the blood and the water symbolize?  How was the blood of sacrifices used in the Old Testament?  How was water used in Old Testament ceremonies?

3. What does the blood and water flowing out of Jesus mean to you?

B. The Burial of Jesus (Matthew 27:57–66; Mark 15:42–47; Luke 23:50–56; John 19:38–42)
· After Jesus died on the cross, Joseph of Arimathea came and took His body and placed it in a tomb outside of Jerusalem.  The chief priests and the Pharisees asked Pilate to secure the tomb.

1. Why did the Pharisees ask to have the tomb secured?  What does this tell us about the Pharisees?

2. What is the significance of Jesus being buried in a new tomb?

3. Why did Joseph of Arimathea want Jesus’ body?  How is this significant?  (See Isaiah 53:9.)

C. The Tomb Is Empty (Matthew 28:1–8; Mark 16:1–8; Luke 24:1–12; John 20:1–10)
· After the Sabbath, on the first day of the week, some women and two of the disciples went to the tomb and found that the stone to the entrance had been rolled away.

1. What had Jesus prophesied would happen after He died?  How was the prophecy fulfilled?

2. Even though the disciples heard all of the prophecies directly from Jesus, why did they not believe initially?

3. Why did Peter and John personally go to the tomb to verify the women’s report?  Why does Mark’s account specifically mention Peter’s name (Mark 16:7)?

4. How can we show or prove to our non-Christian friends that Jesus Christ has indeed risen from the dead?
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