SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #47


I. Bible References

Matthew 28:9–15

Mark 16:9–13

Luke 24:13–49

John 20:11–23

II. Preface


On the third day after dying on the cross, Jesus overcomes death.  He is resurrected and He appears to some of the women and men among His followers and then to His disciples.  He opens their eyes to how the prophecies in the Scriptures concerning Himself have been fulfilled.  While with the disciples, Jesus breathes on them, giving them the Holy Spirit.

III. Outline

A. Jesus’ First Appearances (Matthew 28:9–10; Mark 16:9–13; Luke 24:13–35; John 20:11–18)
· Jesus appeared to two women after they left His empty tomb.  He also appeared to two men on the road to Emmaus and explained to them all the Scriptures concerning Himself.

1. Why did these people fail to recognize Jesus at first (Luke 24:16; John 20:14)?  When did they finally recognize Him?

2. Why did Jesus tell Mary Magdalene not to hold on to Him (John 20:17)?  When and how would she be able to?

3. Are there times when we do not initially recognize Jesus at work in our lives?  Share your experience.

B. Jesus Appears to the Disciples (Luke 24:36–49; John 20:19–23)
· Jesus appeared to the disciples, showing them His hands, feet, and side.

1. What was the condition of Jesus’ body?  Was He a ghost?  What is the significance of Jesus eating fish?

2. Review some of the prophecies we’ve studied concerning the Messiah.  (See Psalm 22; Isaiah 7, 53; Micah 5:2.)  How have they been fulfilled?
3. What had God promised to send (Luke 24:49)?  What does “clothed with power from on high” mean?  Is this different from when Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:22)?  If so, how?  What does this mean for us today?

C. The Chief Priests Bribe the Soldiers (Matthew 28:11–15)
· After meeting with the elders and devising a plan, the chief priests paid the soldiers to cover up Jesus’ resurrection by lying about what had happened.

1. What was the chief priests’ motivation for covering up Jesus’ resurrection?

2. How can we know whether the preaching and sharing we hear is the truth?  How can we differentiate between what is the true word of God and what are — intentional or unintentional — half-truths or lies?
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