SCA Bible Study:  Life of Jesus
Lesson #48


I. Bible References

Matthew 28:16–20

Mark 16:14–20

Luke 24:50–53

John 20:24–21:25

II. Preface

Jesus appears again to His disciples.  He reaffirms their faith in Him and calls them out to serve Him.  We see Him glorified as He ascends into heaven, where we know that He is seated at the right hand of God, interceding for us.  He has gone to prepare a place for us, and one day He will come back to take us to be with Him.

III. Outline

A. Jesus Appears to Thomas (Matthew 28:16–17; Mark 16:14; John 20:24–29)
· After Jesus appeared to some of the disciples the first time, they reported it to Thomas, but he doubted them.  Jesus appeared again to the disciples and told Thomas to touch His hands and His side and to believe.

1. What did it take for Thomas to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead?  What was his response when he believed?

2. What does it take for you to believe the Lord and other people’s testimony about Him?

3. What can we learn about the Lord from His appearance to Thomas and what He said to him?

B. Jesus Appears by the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1–23)
· Jesus appeared a third time to seven of the disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias.  He performed a miracle and provided for them.  He then spoke to Peter, asking him piercing questions and giving him instructions.
1. Even though the disciples had abandoned Jesus during His time of suffering, He came when they had nothing and said to them, “Come and have breakfast” (John 21:12).  Have you experienced Jesus providing for you even when you have failed Him?  Have you experienced Him doing immeasurably more than all you asked or imagined (Ephesians 3:20)?
2. Why did the Lord ask Peter if he loved Him?
3. How should we feed and take care of the Lord’s sheep?  (See 1 Peter 4:8–11.)

4. When the Lord asked Peter to follow Him, Peter asked Him about the other disciple.  Are you willing to follow the Lord and do whatever He asks of you even if He does not ask the same of other believers?

C. The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18–20; Mark 16:15–18)
· Jesus told His disciples to go into all the world and preach the good news and make disciples of all nations.
1. In Mark 16:16–18, it speaks of signs that would accompany those who believe.  Do these signs still occur today?

2. Jesus says to “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  Who is this command addressed to?  Who are we supposed to preach the gospel to?  What is one thing that you can do this week to carry out Jesus’ command?

D. Jesus Ascends into Heaven (Mark 16:19–20; Luke 24:50–53)
· After Jesus spoke with the disciples, He ascended into heaven.
1. How did the disciples change after Jesus’ ascension?  How can we experience great joy and praise God continually?

E. Conclusion by John (John 20:30–31; 21:24–25)
· John concluded his gospel by telling why he wrote it.
1. Are there miraculous signs that Jesus has performed in your life?

2. After reading through the four gospels, what impression are you left with?  What has touched you the most?
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