SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #1




Lesson #1:
“The Creation and Fall of Man”

Bible Reference: Genesis 1-5

I. Preface


A. Author: Moses


B. Setting: Mesopotamia (modern day Middle East) ( accompanying map


C. Timeline: ca 1450-1410 BC


D. The Creation:



God is the Creator of the universe. If this fact is unacceptable, then the rest of the Bible will prove to be a difficult read, hard to get through and understand. Genesis is the beginning; the beginning of the Bible, the beginning of time, the beginning of mankind on this earth. God created us in His OWN image, male and female He created us. Think about this honor, this privilege, to be imaged after the likeness of God. How wonderful and glorious this is. And He gave us dominion over the earth, the birds of the air, the animals of the field, the fish of the seas, and everything in between. What happened next however, altered the entire course of human history, and that is why we are here today, mired in sin and bound by death.


E. The Fall:



Sin entered the world, hidden in seemingly harmless, beautiful fruit. The knowledge of good and evil, the ability to be like God (Gen 3:4) brought along with is pain and suffering, thorns and thistles. Was the trade-off worthwhile? Banished from Eden, Adam and Eve lived a life of hardship and pain, removed from paradise and from the presence of God. And all of this for one, small disobedient bite from the forbidden tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Man became separated from God and death gained control over all things. The people on earth grew and multiplied, but no longer were they able to commune with God. Only through the offering of sacrifices could he reach God, and this will last all the way until Jesus comes to earth as a man in the time of the New Testament.

II. Outline


A. The Creation



1. Genesis chapters 1 & 2



2. Day 1 through Day 7



3. Genesis 1:27



4. Adam and Eve




a. Formed from the dust of the ground




b. Woman taken from man




c. Marriage established by God


B. The Fall of Man



1. Genesis chapter 3-4



2. Garden of Eden




a. Tree of Life




b. Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil

3. Serpent




a. Craftiest of all the creatures




b. The ancient serpent, Satan



4. Disobedience 




a. Temptation




b. Doubting God’s words




c. Consequences



5. Judgment pronounced



6. Cain and Abel




a. Attitude before the Lord in sacrifice




b. God looks at the heart




c. Murder




d. Judgment


C. Genealogy: From Adam to Noah



1. Genesis chapter 5


2. 130+105+90+70+65+162+65+187+182+500 ( 

Shem, Ham & Japheth: total of 1556 yrs between Adam & Noah’s sons

III. Application


A. Obedience: Gen 2:16-17; 3:2-7



1. God’s command made known, along w/ consequences 



2. Choice now up to you: to do or not to do



3. Reasons to obey ( brainstorm



4. Reasons to disobey ( brainstorm



5. Overcoming temptation, peer pressure, relational pressure 

6. All boils down to God & desire/pleasure to have worthy sons & daughters

*Challenge: Is it possible to truly love God/someone, yet still purposely hurt them?

B. Offering Your best: Gen 4:2-7



1. Fat portions



2. Firstborn

3. Where in our lives do we cut corners? ( music lessons, homework, sports, our relationship w/ brothers & sisters, our walk w/ the Lord?

* Think of one thing in your life in which you put all you have into: e.g. working out, video games, keeping up w/ the newest trends etc. Now imagine putting equivalent amounts of effort into God & spiritual matters.

C. Beginning of Spiritual Warfare:
Gen 3:15


1. Serpent vs. Woman ( Satan vs. Jesus


2. Serpent: found in Genesis & Revelation

a. Sin will always be w/ us and in us, all the way till Jesus’ 2nd coming

b. Hercules and the hydra ( analogous to sin in our lives 


3. God has declared Satan’s defeat from the beginning



a. Head will be crushed



b. We need to persevere, even though Satan has struck the heel

D. Dealing with Temptation


1.  The serpent and his trickery

a. Restating God’s command in the form of a question, then refuting it



b. Giving doubt a chance to enter


2. To resist: walk away (unlike Eve, who stayed & continued to look on)

*Next time you encounter a temptation, start thinking about God really hard. Realize that He’s right there, by your side. You can choose to ignore Him, or you can hold onto Him and walk away. Try this and see what happens. 

IV. Question & Answer


A. While walking along the beach one summer afternoon, you come across a complex sentence with perfect grammar and punctuation written in the sand. Explain how the sentence got there. 

Genesis 1:1-27


B. When was the last time you noticed something really incredible about God’s creation? Did you tell Him how amazed you were with the world He created?

Genesis 1:9-25


C. Do you ever hide from God? Or are you unable to hear His quiet presence around you during the cool of the day?

Genesis 3:8


D. Why was God’s judgment so harsh? Or did Adam, Eve and the serpent deserve the punishment because of what they did? What does God’s judgment say about Him as a God?

Genesis 3:14-19


E. What is God looking for in the offerings and sacrifices we bring before Him? Or do we even have offerings to present? Why did God accept Abel’s offering but not Cain’s?

Genesis 4:4-6

V. Important Verses to Remember


1. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. ( Genesis 1:1


2. So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. ( Genesis 1:27


3. And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it, you will surely die. ( Genesis 2:16-17


4. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. ( Genesis 2:24


5. “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” ( Genesis 3:4-5


6. And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel. ( Genesis 3:15


7. In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. ( Genesis 4:3-5


8. If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” ( Genesis 4:7
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