SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #2


Lesson #2:
“The Judgment by Flood (Life of Noah)”

Bible Reference: Genesis 5-11
I. Preface


In many world cultures, there always seems to be a tale passed down for generations about a great world flood.  Looking into the Bible, this is no longer a ‘tall tale’, but a great story of salvation.  Not only a story of a man who was laughed at for being crazy, a big boat and lots of animals, but this is a story of a God Who through pleasure in one man, started over.  
From Noah’s life we also find how an ordinary man can be used to change the outlook of the entire known world, how to escape judgment and how to abide in Christ.  Other things to note in these 6 chapters are those who lived more than 300 years and walked with God, the horrible corrupt condition of man, a prophetic outlook of many people groups in the Middle East and throughout the world, the origin of all languages, and tracing the genealogical line down to Abram.  

II Outline

Genesis 5: Descendants of Adam, traced down to Lamech, the father of Noah.
1) This chapter is one of the “endless genealogies” as mentioned by the apostles (1 Tim 1:4).  However, the Gospel writers refer to this chapter when tracing back the line of Christ.

2) Adam had the intelligence and privilege to name all the creatures, however instead of coming up with some lofty name for himself, God gave him the name “Adam” signifying red earth.  

3) Names of those whom the Holy Spirit wanted to record before the flood; everyone lived a long time!  All the patriarchs listed were born, except Noah, before Adam died.

4) Consider Methuselah (lived the longest) and Enoch (walked/conversed with God) 

“Now he called his name Noah, saying, ‘This one will give us rest from our work and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed.’ ” 5:29

Genesis 6: The corruption of mankind and the command to build an ark.

1) Sons of God (line of Seth) intermarried with the sons of men (line of Cain) resulting in great wickedness

2) Evil in man’s heart will reach to a point where the Holy Spirit will no longer contend with us; things are truly bad when notorious sinners are men of renown

3) God regretted, not because of His change in plans, but because of the change in man towards sin; He continues to be just

4) To “find grace/favor in the eyes of the Lord” (see 1 Cor 15:10)

5) Hebrews 11:7!!

6) God gives details for the ark and Noah obeys

“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart … But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”  6:5-8

“Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, so he did.”  6:22

Genesis 7:  The flood
1) God preserves Noah, his family, clean animals by sevens (male & female), unclean animals two (male & female), and birds by sevens (male & female)

2) Godly parents= blessing/protection/salvation for the kids

3) God’s own hand closes the door of the ark; only God can secures salvation 

4) First time it ever rained in the history of the world since creation

“Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in the ark.  The water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days.”  7:23-24

Genesis 8: The flood subsides
1) After all the long days of waiting & drifting, God had not forgotten Noah

2) Noah waits in faith, even after sending out a raven and a dove twice

3) Noah waits for God’s timing to leave the ark, even remaining for 1 yr & 10 days total in the ark

4) Though Noah’s stock of sheep was small, he cheerfully offered back to God what was His in blessing God

5) God promises never to curse the earth again

“The Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.” 8:21

Genesis 9: Covenant of the rainbow, Noah’s son’s actions predicting blessing & cursing

1) God promises to take care of Noah & his sons

2) God grants man to eat meat for the first time and prohibits murder (shedding of man’s blood)

3) God’s covenant w/ humanity & all creatures, that He will not flood the earth again, sealed with a rainbow

4) Noah returns to his previous occupation in planting a vineyard; he becomes drunk – he was not a ‘perfect’ man

5) Ham’s ‘loose-lips’, disrespect for his father becomes a curse for his future generations; and Shem & Japheth received blessing for their honorable action for their father

“And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 9:17

Genesis 10:  Descendants of Noah

1) Quick mention of Japheth’s family, and more focus given to Shem (line of Israel)

2) Recording of Nimrod, the mighty hunter, possible architect for Babel

“These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood.” 10:32

Genesis 11: Universal language, Babel, confusion & the descendants of Shem

1) Man again desires to elevate self, to give themselves a name; again man disobeys – God’s command was for man to disperse and multiply on the earth, here man desires to congregate and strives with God

2) God’s wisdom: scattering man by confounding the language

3) The genealogy begins to show how man’s life is now shorter

4) Beginning of Abraham’s story
III. Spiritual Applications

*God is righteous and will not strive with us continually.  He will judge us according to our sins, however He also provides a gracious plan of salvation (Christ!).  Take care to abide and hide yourself in this ‘Ark’.  

*Note faith & obedience in Noah’s life

*Honor your parents and God will honor you

IV. Questions & Answers

Discuss Noah’s character.  What are the good points we can learn from his character?

1) Was it right for Noah to curse Canaan, even though it was his own sin?

2) How can we strive to ‘find grace in the eyes of the Lord’?

3) How was the days of Noah like the time we live in now?

4) What was the attitude in Babel that God was against?

VI. Reference

Babylon

1. City of:

Built by Nimrod

Gen_10:10
In the land of Shinar

Gen_10:10; Gen_11:2
Tower of

Gen_11:1-9
Capital of the kingdom of Babylon

Dan_4:30; 2Ki_25:13; 2Ch_36:6-7; 2Ch_36:10; 2Ch_36:18; 2Ch_36:20
Gates of

Isa_45:1-2; Jer_51:58
Walled

Jer_51:44; Jer_51:58
Splendor of

Isa_14:4
Peter writes from

1Pe_5:13
Prophecies concerning

Psa_87:4; Psa_137:8-9; Isa 13; Isa 14:4-26; Isa_21:1-10; Isa_46:1-2; Isa_47:1-15; Isa_48:14; Isa_48:20; Jer_21:4-10; Jer_25:12-14; Jer_27:1-11; Jer_28:14; Jer_32:28; Jer_34:2-3; Jer_42:11-12; Jer_43:1-13; Jer_46:13-26; Jer_49:28-30; Jer 50-51; Eze_21:19; Ezek 26; Eze_29:17-20; Eze_30:10; Eze_32:11; Dan 2:21-38; Dan 4:10-26; Dan_5:25-29; Dan 7; Hab_1:5-11; Zec_2:7-9
Figurative

Rev_14:8; Rev_16:19; Rev 17-18

2. Empire of

See Assyria; Chaldea; Persia

Founded by Nimrod

Gen_10:10
Called land of:

Shinar

Gen_10:10; Gen_11:2; Gen_14:1; Gen_14:9; Isa_11:11; Dan_1:2; Zec_5:11
Sheshach

Jer_25:26; Jer 51; Jer 41

Merathaim

Jer_50:21
Called Chaldea

See Chaldea

Divisions of

2Ki_17:24; 2Ki_24:7; Isa_23:12-13; Dan_3:1; Act_7:4
Extent of, at the time of:

Nebuchadnezzar

Dan_2:37-38; Dan_4:1; Dan_6:1
Ahasuerus

Est_1:1; Est_8:9; Est_9:30
Armies of, invade:

Ancient Canaan

Gen 14

Samaria

2 Kin 17:5-24

Judah

2 Kin 24:1-16

Jews carried to

2 Kin 25; 1Ch_9:1; 2Ch_33:11; 2Ch_36:17-21; Jer_32:2; Jer 39; Jer 52

Colonists from, sent to Samaria

Ezr_4:9-10; 2Ki_17:29-32
Conquest of Egypt by

2Ki_24:7
Prophecies of conquests by

2Ki_20:16-19; Jer_20:4-7; Jer 21-22; Jer_25:1-11; Jer 27-29; Jer_32:28-29; Jer 34; Jer_36:29; Jer_38:17-18; Jer_43:8-13; Jer_46:13-26; Ezek 12; Ezek 17; Eze_19:1-14; Ezek 21; Ezek 24; Ezek 26; Eze_29:18-20; Ezek 30; Ezek 32

Prophetic denunciations against

Psa_137:8-9; Isa 13; Isa_14:21; Isa_43:14-17; Isa_47:1-15; Jer 50-51

Government of:

A limited monarchy

Est_1:13-19; Est_8:8; Dan_6:8; Dan_6:14; Dan_6:17
Tyrannical

Est_3:7-15; Dan 3

Sovereigns of

See Belshazzar; Cyrus; Darius; Evilmerodach; Nebuchadnezzar
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