SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #3



Lesson #3:
“Life of Abraham, Part I”

Bible Reference: Genesis 12-17
I. PREFACE 
Abraham, the ‘father of faith’ formerly known as Abram, is arguably one of the most famous characters in the bible. Because of the bible’s extensive recordings of the life of Abraham, we have split our study of the life of Abraham into a two part, two week study. This first week we will cover Genesis Chapter 12 through Chapter 17 and next week, Chapters 18 through 22. A brief summary will suffice for now as later we will delve deeper into the specific events concerning Abraham. 

To better understand the circumstances in which Abraham lived in, we will first set the scene with a short description of the times. It is agreed by most scholars that Abraham lived generally in 2,000BC, that is 2000 years before Jesus’ time. Prior to the story of Abram, the bible mentions the Tower of Babel and the state of chaos that the world is in. Rebellion of man towards God is widespread.

Chapter 12 begins with Abram in Haran where his father Terah settled. From the beginning we see that God called Abraham to go to the land of Canaan. While in Canaan, Abraham encounters much; namely, his quarrel and eventual separation from his nephew Lot, as well as his disregard for the Lord’s promise of a son in his old age and Sarai’s impatience which led to Hagar and Ishmael. 

II. OUTLINE

ABRAHAM OUTLINE I [Matthew Henry]
CHAPTER 12 - Abram journeys to Egypt

I. God's call of Abram to the land of Canaan, ver. 1-3. 

II. Abram's obedience to this call, ver. 4, 5. 

III. His welcome to the land of Canaan, ver. 6-9. 

IV. His journey to Egypt, with an account of what happened to him there. 

Abram's flight and fault, ver. 10-13. 

Sarai's danger and deliverance, ver. 14-20.

CHAPTER 13 - Abram and Lot

I. In general, of his condition and behaviour in the land of promise, which was now the land of his pilgrimage. 

1. His removes, ver. 1, 3, 4, 18. 

2. His riches, ver. 2. 

3. His devotion, ver. 4, 18. 

II. A particular account of a quarrel that happened between him and Lot. 

1. The unhappy occasion of their strife ver. 5, 6. 

2. The parties concerned in the strife, with the aggravation of it,

 ver. 7. 

III. The making up of the quarrel, by the prudence of Abram ver. 8, 9. 

IV. Lot's departure from Abram to the plain of Sodom, ver. 10-13. 

V. God's appearance to Abram, to confirm the promise of the land of Canaan to him, ver. 14
CHAPTER 14 - War of the kings & God’s Promise to Abram


I. A war with the king of Sodom and his allies, ver. 1-11. 

II. The captivity of Lot in that war, ver. 12. 

III. Abram's rescue of Lot from that captivity, with the victory he obtained over the conquerors, ver. 13-16. 

IV. Abram's return from the expedition, (ver. 17), with an account of what passed, 

1. Between him and the king of Salem, ver. 18-20. 

2. Between him and the king of Sodom, ver. 21-24. So that here we have that promise to Abram in part fulfilled, that God would make his name great.

CHAPTER 15 - Abram promised a son


I. A general assurance of God's kindness and good-will to Abram, ver. 1. 

II. A particular declaration of the purposes of his love concerning him, in two things:-- 

1. That he would give him a numerous issue, ver. 2-6. 

2. That he would give him Canaan for an inheritance, ver. 7-21. Either an estate without an heir, or an heir without an estate, would have been but a half comfort to Abram. But God ensures both to him; and that which made these two, the promised seed and the promised land, comforts indeed to this great believer was that they were both typical of those two invaluable blessings, Christ and heaven; and so, we have reason to think, Abram eyed them.

CHAPTER 16 - Sarai and Hagar


I. Her marriage to Abram her master, ver. 1-3. 

II. Her misbehaviour towards Sarai her mistress, ver. 4-6. 

III. Her discourse with an angel that met her in her flight, ver. 7-14. 

IV. Her delivery of a son, ver. 15, 16.

CHAPTER 17 - Abraham and the covenant of Circumcision

I. The circumstances of the making of this covenant, the time and manner (ver. 1), and the posture Abram was in, ver. 3. 

II. The covenant itself. In the general scope of it, ver. 1. And, afterwards, in the particular instances. 

1. That he should be the father of many nations (ver. 4, 6), and, in token of this, his name was changed, ver. 5. 

2. That God would be a God to him and his seed, and would give them the land of Canaan, ver. 7, 8. And the seal of this part of the covenant was circumcision, ver. 9-14. 

3. That he should have a son by Sarai, and, in token thereof, her name was changed, ver. 15, 16. This promise Abram received, ver. 17. And his request for Ishmael, (ver. 18) was answered, abundantly to his satisfaction, ver. 19-22. 

III. The circumcision of Abram and his family, according to God's appointment, ver. 23
III. APPLICATION

No Questions Asked


How often does God speak to us, but we respond with second-guessing and doubt? Are you ready and willing to give up your friends, your comfort, and everything you’ve grown accustomed to when the Lord calls? Abraham was 75 years old already. He had lived his entire in the comfort of his surroundings. However, unlike his father Terah, who settled in the land of Haran while on his journey to Canaan [Genesis 11.31], Abraham was able to fully commit himself. “So Abram went forth as the Lord had spoken to him…” [Genesis 12.4]. Are we like Terah, who was unable to put aside his fleshly desires, or are we like Abraham, going forth as the Lord call him to, leaving the comforts of the world behind—no questions asked?

Simple Faith


Abraham had a simple faith before the Lord. God took Abraham outside and said, “Now look towards the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them so shall your descendants be.” [Genesis 15.5] Abraham “…believed in the Lord and He [God] reckoned it to him as righteousness. [Genesis 15.6] However, later on “…Abraham listened to the voice of Sarai.” [Genesis 16.2] Instead of listening only to God’s promise, Abraham listened to the voice of Sarai, and he lost sight of God’s promise and faithfulness, allowing doubt to creep into his mind. We need only have our eyes set on the Lord with a simple faith before our ever-faithful God and he will bless us.

IV. QUESTIONS

1. Is your relationship with the Lord close enough that you can hear His call amidst the idol worship of Haran [the world]? Are you willing to fully commit yourself to Him—to go all the way—so he can lead you into the land of Canaan? [Chapter 12]

2. Why did Abram tell the king of Sodom that he made an oath to God that he “’will not take a thread or sandal thong or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’” [Genesis 14.22-23]

3. For where do you seek comfort and advice? From man or from God? Has God ever promised you something and NOT fulfilled His promise? [Genesis 13.14-18] Has man ever promised you something and NOT fulfilled his promise? Think of a circumstance in your life right now where you should and will listen to only God, and set your heart to do just that. [Chapter 15-16]

V. Important Verses

1. “Leave you country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.”
(Gen. 12:1)

2. Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.

(Gen 13:12)

3. But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “ I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and have taken an oath that I will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the thong of a sandal, …”
(Gen. 14:22-23)

4. Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.  (Gen 15:6).

5. [about Ishmael], “He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.”
(Gen 16:12)

6. “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant between me and you …”
(Gen. 17:1-2)

You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you.
(Gen. 17:11)
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