SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #4



Lesson #4:
“Life of Abraham, Part II”

Bible Reference: Genesis 18-22
I. PREFACE


Last week we fellowshipped and read about the accounts of Abrahams journey, this week we will continue Abraham’s walk of faith. To quickly review last week—Abraham, called by God, left all behind in Haran and trekked to Canaan. In Canaan, his nephew Lot left him and he ran into some trials before the Lord concerning faith that the Lord would provide a son in his old age. 


We resume the life of Abraham with Genesis chapter 18 and God’s promise of a son for Abraham in his old age. Isaac is born, and Abraham ultimately is prepared to obey God at all costs and demonstrates this by obediently offering Isaac to the Lord. 

II. OUTLINE

ABRAHAM OUTLINE II [Matthew Henry]
CHAPTER 18 - Birth of Isaac Promised

I. The kind visit which God made with him, and the kind entertainment which he gave to that visit, ver. 1-8. 

II. The matters discoursed of between them. 

1. The purposes of God's love concerning Sarah, ver. 9-15. 

2. The purposes of God's wrath concerning Sodom. 

(1.) The discovery God made to Abraham of his design to destroy Sodom, ver. 16-22. 

(2.) The intercession Abraham made for Sodom, ver. 23
CHAPTER 19 - The Doom of Sodom & Lot Debased

I. It was found, upon trial, that Lot was very good (ver. 1-3), and it did not appear that there was any more of the same character. 

II. It was found that the Sodomites were very wicked and vile, ver. 4-11. 

III. Special care was therefore taken for the securing of Lot and his family, in a place of safety, ver. 12-23. 

IV. Mercy having rejoiced therein, justice shows itself in the ruin of Sodom and the death of Lot's wife (ver. 24-26), with a general repetition of the story, ver. 27-29. 

V. A foul sin that Lot was guilty of, in committing incest with his two daughters, ver. 30,

CHAPTER 20 - Abraham’s treachery

I. Abraham's sin in denying his wife, and Abimelech's sin thereupon in taking her, ver. 1, 2. 

II. God's discourse with Abimelech in a dream, upon this occasion, wherein he show him his error (ver. 3), accepts his plea (ver. 4-6), and directs him to make restitution, ver. 7. 

III. Abimelech's discourse with Abraham, wherein he chides him for the cheat he had put upon him (ver. 8-10), and Abraham excuses it as well as he can, ver. 11-13. 

IV. The good issue of the story, in which Abimelech restores Abraham his wife (ver. 14-16), and Abraham, by prayer, prevails with God for the removal of the judgment Abimelech was under, ver. 17, 18.

CHAPTER 21 - Isaac is born & Sarah turns against Hagar & Covenant with Abimelech


I. Isaac, the child of promise born into Abraham's family, ver. 1-8. 

II. Ishmael, the son of the bondwoman, cast out of it, ver. 9-21. 

III. Abraham's league with his neighbour Abimelech, ver. 22-32. 

IV. His devotion to his God, ver. 33.

CHAPTER 22 - The offering of Isaac

I. The strange command which God gave to Abraham concerning it,      ver. 1, 2. 

II. Abraham's strange obedience to this command, ver. 3-10. 

III. The strange issue of this trial. 

1. The sacrificing of Isaac was countermanded, ver. 11, 12. 

2. Another sacrifice was provided, ver. 13, 14. 

3. The covenant was renewed with Abraham hereupon, ver. 15-19. Lastly, an account of some of Abraham's relations, ver. 20
III. APPLICATION

The Altar

GOD HAS SPOKEN IN… Volume 1. Genesis - Abraham [Stephen Kaung]

Abraham means “the father of a multitude.” In Abraham’s life, he built a number of altars. Nobody will build an altar for himself. An altar is a symbol of spiritual life because it is built in order to worship God, to call upon the name of the Lord. So you find in Abraham a spiritual life, a life with God. God called him out of Ur of Chaldea to Canaan. To be more accurate, God called him to Himself, and by faith he obeyed God. So you find in this man a spiritual life.


What is spiritual life? Spiritual life is a life with God. You do not measure spiritual life by how much you know, even of the Bible. You measure spiritual life by how much you experience God, how much God has you as His friend. That is spiritual life. In the Old Testament you find the altar; in the New Testament you find the cross. It is because the Old Testament altar is the New Testament cross. In Hebrews, chapter 13, when the writer says, “We have an altar…” he does not mean the altar in the temple in Jerusalem where Christ where they offered burnt offerings. He means the cross that stands outside of the gate of Jerusalem where Christ was crucified. The cross and Christ are inseparable, and because of this you find the cross because the trademark of Christians. You cannot have Christ without the cross. A cross-less Christ is no Christ. He cannot save us. In the same way, how can a Christian be truly a Christian, experientially, if there is no mark of the cross in his life, if there are no wounds? (I am speaking of experience not our position.) That means you have never been dealt with. That means you remain as you were before—a man of the flesh, a carnal man. Even though you have the life of Christ in you, yet you are a carnal man. You need the cross to deal with you in order to make you a spiritual man, living a spiritual life.


In Abraham’s lifetime he built four altars. He built the first altar in Shechem. It is the altar of revelation because there God appeared to him and said, Unto thy seed will I give the land. Then he built a second altar in between Ai and Bethel and called upon the name of the Lord. It is the altar of separation. He put Ai behind him and had Bethel before him. Ai means a heap of ruins.” The world is just a heap of ruins; leave it behind. Abraham marched, facing towards Bethel, the house of God. The house of God shall be his home. It is the altar of separation. He built a third altar in Hebron, which means “communion.” After he was separated from Lot, he was in constant communion with God in Hebron. Finally, he built an altar on Mount Moriah where he offered his son Isaac. It is the altar of worship.


Brothers and sisters, it is the cross that gives us revelation. Without the cross there is no revelation. It is the cross that separated us from the world and unto the church. It is the cross that enables us to have that unceasing fellowship with God, and it is the cross that stirs our worship unto God. How we need the cross to be a symbol of our Christian life! It is not something that hangs on your neck, but it is something that is wrought into your very life.

IV. STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Have you built your altar of separation before the Lord? 

2. Are you able to speak to the Lord in such an intimate manner? [Genesis 18.16-33]

3. Why wasn’t Abraham punished for tricking Abimelech? What does this story tell you about the importance of listening for the voice of God? [Chapter 20]

4. Is there anything that you are withholding from God? Why are you still holding tightly to it? Abraham gave up everything and was willing to even give up his only son to be obedient to God. By giving up what we hold dear, God will give us back much more.

V. Key Verses

1. “Is anything too hard for the Lord? …”

(Gen. 18:14a)

2. “… it is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.”

(Gen. 21:12b)

3. So Abraham call that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said: “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”
(Gen. 22:14)

VI. Reference 

Moriah, The Land of
Gen_22:2; 2Ch_3:1
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