SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #5


Lesson #5:
“Isaac and the blessing to Jacob”

Bible Reference: Genesis 23-27

I. Preface


In these few chapters, the life of Abraham draws to a close and the focus shifts to the successes and failures of his children and grandchildren. We witness the death of Sarah and Abraham, the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah, and the birth of Esau and Jacob. After living full and long lives before the Lord, both Sarah and Abraham were buried in the cave of Machpelah in Canaan, a plot of land purchased by Abraham from Ephron. With guidance from the Lord, Isaac was married to Rebekah, a woman of godly character, who then gave birth to twins, Esau and Jacob. 

It is in the lives of Esau and Jacob that the most prominent story of this section, takes place. Although Esau was entitled to the birthright as Isaac’s firstborn, he despised this privilege and unknowingly forfeited this blessing; this was aided by the deceitful plotting of Rebekah and Jacob, Jacob’s desire for the birthright, and Isaac’s old age and failing eyesight. Disguising himself as Esau, Jacob approached his ailing father to receive the birthright intended for Esau, a blessing and promise that once was given, could not be taken back. This course of action fulfilled the Lord’s prophecy to Rebekah while she was still pregnant, “… two nations are in your womb, two peoples shall be separated from your body; one people shall be stronger than the other, and the older shall serve the younger.” (Genesis 25:23)

II. Outline

Chapter 23: Death and Burial of Sarah in Canaan 

When Abraham’s wife, Sarah, died at the age of 127, Abraham sought to purchase a burial site for her in Canaan, where he owned no other land. Though Ephron the Hittite offered to freely give the cave of Machpelah to Abraham, Abraham insisted on paying full price. Abraham and Ephron negotiated kindly with one another, and ultimately Abraham paid 400 shekels of silver for the land. Sarah was buried there in Canaan, and Abraham, Isaac, Rebekah, Leah, and Jacob were later buried in the cave of Machpelah as well.

Chapter 24: Finding a Bride for Isaac 

In his old age, Abraham sent his oldest servant out to find a wife for his son Isaac in his homeland, under the providence of God. The servant departed for Nahor, Mesopotamia, and sought the Lord’s guidance in this matter through a simple, but specific prayer. The Lord answered clearly by presenting Rebekah, a modest and gracious woman who fulfilled not only the desired characteristics, but the servant’s prayer specifically. Returning with Rebekah to her family for approval, the servant diligently carried out his duty. Rebekah’s brother and father, Laban and Bethuel, could not deny the Lord’s providence in this matter and willingly obliged that she become Isaac’s wife. She then was blessed, and married Isaac.

Chapter 25: Genealogy of Abraham and His Sons, Ishmael and Isaac 

Abraham lived 175 years, and was buried with Sarah in the cave of Machpelah by his sons, Isaac and Ishmael. Ishmael begot 12 sons, representing 12 tribes, and Isaac begot two sons, representing 2 nations. 

After struggling initially and pleading with the Lord, Rebekah conceived and gave birth to twins, Esau first then Jacob. The brothers grew up to be very different personalities, representing two distinct nations. Esau was the firstborn and a hunter, loved by Isaac, whereas Jacob was younger and a milder man, loved by Rebekah. Esau, however, despised his birthright and sold it to Jacob in exchange for food, thus fulfilling the prophecy “the older shall serve the younger” (v. 23).

Chapter 26: Abimelech and Isaac’s prosperity 

Due to famine, Isaac obeyed the Lord and sought out Abimelech, king of the Philistines, in the land of Gerar rather than return to Egypt. Although he deceived Abimelech for fear of his life by claiming Rebekah was his sister rather than wife, Isaac was still blessed with prosperity by the Lord for his initial obedience, and Abraham’s prior obedience. Although Isaac encountered a few trials and quarrels among his people as they dug wells and sought water, the Lord’s presence remained strong and His faithfulness never failed Isaac and his people. Meanwhile, Esau and his two wives were mere burdens to society.

Chapter 27: The Deception of Isaac and the Blessing of Jacob 

As Isaac aged, he sought to bless his favored oldest son, Esau. However, Rebekah’s love for Jacob and Jacob’s love of the birthright caused them to conjure up a plot of deception. Rebekah took advantage of Isaac’s failing eyesight, and helped the smooth-skinned Jacob deceive Isaac into believing he was the hairy-skinned Esau. So Isaac unknowingly blessed Jacob with physical wealth and authority over nations and family. As a result, Esau was deeply angered and sought to kill Jacob, but the blessing could never be taken back. 

III. Application

· Hold fast to our God-given birthright… When we become children of the Lord, we receive a God-given birthright that entitles us to blessings that far surpass what we see and experience on this earth, but can also include temporal blessings as well. But just as Esau nor Jacob did not particularly deserve the birthright, we do not either; it is a gift and privilege bestowed upon us by our loving Father that we can choose to despise, forget, or ignore. As seen in Isaac’s blessing upon Jacob, the blessing includes both material prosperity (“fatness of the earth, plenty of grain and wine” – Gen. 27:28) and God-given authority (“let peoples serve you, and nations bow down before you” – Gen. 27:29). Likewise, God’s blessings for us are much greater than we imagine. However, if we do not live in accordance with God’s will or in His pleasure, we can renounce this privilege just as Esau did. 
IV. Q&A

1. Why did Abraham insist on paying full price for Sarah’s burial land? (Gen. 23:9, 13, 16)

2. How does the character of Abraham’s servant encourage us as Christians? (Gen. 24:12, 26-27, 52, 56)

3. Why was Isaac still blessed in Gerar even though he deceived Abimelech regarding Rebekah? (Gen. 26:7-14)

4. What was the blessing of Jacob and the curse of Esau? (Gen. 27:27-29, 39-40)

         (this is more of a factual review question)

Prophecy for Esau and Jacob:

Genesis 25:23

Blessing of Jacob: 



Genesis 27:27-29

Curse of Esau: 



Genesis 27:39-40

5. Why did the Lord allow Jacob to be blessed and Esau to suffer even through deception? 

6. How does the concept of the birthright apply to us as Christians today? What is a birthright in present-day terms? Is it possible for us to lose the birthright? 

V. Important Verses

1.  “you are a mighty prince among us.”

(Gen 23:6a)

2. “you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites,”


(Gen 24:3b)

3.  So Esau despised his birthright.
(Gen 25:34b)

4. Because Abraham obeyed me and kept my requirements, my commands, my

decrees and my laws.
(Gen 26:5)

VI. Reference

Beersheba (Well of the oath, well of seven)

1. The most southern city of Palestine

General references

Jdg_20:1
Named by Abraham, who dwelt there

Gen_21:31-33; Gen_22:19
The dwelling place of Isaac

Gen_26:23
Jacob went out from, toward Haran

Gen_28:10

Sacrifices offered at, by Jacob when journeying to Egypt

Gen_46:1
In the inheritance of Judah

Jos_15:20; Jos_15:28; 2Sa_24:7
Afterward assigned to Simeon

Jos_19:2; Jos_19:9; 1Ch_4:28
Two sons of Samuel were judges at

1Sa_8:2
Became a seat of idolatrous worship

Amo_5:5; Amo_8:14
2. Well of, belonged to Abraham and Isaac

Gen_21:25-26
3. Wilderness of

Hagar miraculously sees a well in

Gen_21:14-19
An angel fed Elijah in

1Ki_19:5; 1Ki_19:7
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