SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #6


Lesson #6: “Life of Jacob”

Bible Reference: Genesis 28-36  

I. Preface


“Jacob means ‘twister, supplanter, heel-holder.’  Yet, God changed his name into Israel, ‘a prince of God.’  God worked in Jacob’s life through many dealings.  He dealt with other and others dealt with him, and God was dealing with him all the time and he was dealing with God all the time.  He was the person who wrestled with the angel and prevailed.  He prevailed by being defeated.  Isn’t that a picture of what we are?  How we deal with other people and other people deal with us, and how we deal with God and God deals with us.  Oftentimes, we find we are so strong that we even prevail over the angel of God, but by prevailing over him we are crippled.  We see God face to face and we are transformed.


Therefore, throughout Jacob’s life he was always raising pillars.  He raised one pillar after another, one pillar after another, and we know pillar in the Scripture strands for testimony.  What is our testimony?  Our testimony is the result of the Spirit’s dealing, of God’s dealing in our lives.  If you do not allow God to deal with your life, you have no testimony.  The more you allow God to deal with your life, the more testimony you have to this world because you are not to testify of what you are; you are to testify of what He is.  The testimony of Jesus is entrusted to us today.”  (Excerpt taken from God Has Spoken In… Bro Stephen Kaung)

II. Outline

28:1-9  

*Jacob leaves home at 77-78 years of age; old boy! 

*Jacob had not yet once prayed, either for himself or for anything, as he received all that he possibly could have wanted from his parents, or just took it for himself.

28:10-22

*Jacob for the first time rests away from the shelter and comfort of his home

*Jacob’s dream: ladder to heaven w/angels ascending & descending; the Lord speaks to him from the top of the ladder, promising to Jacob to take care of him & bless him

*The ladder represents Christ

*Jacob erects the first pillar in gratitude to God’s promise to him along with tithing a tenth back to Him, yet still under the condition if God keeps His end of the bargain

29:1-35

*Jacob meets Rachel and his Uncle Laban

*Jacob serves his uncle for 7 years, only to be tricked into marrying Rachel’s sister, Leah (consider his age – now about 84 years old, yet he served cheerfully for Rachel), and then serves another 7 for Rachel (now 91 years old); God is just, dealing with Jacob’s own treacherous nature

*Jacob’s first children with Leah: Reuben, Simeon & Levi

30:1-24

*Jacob’s sons & daughter with Bilhah, Zilpah & Rachel: Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun, Dinah & Joseph

*Though domestic issues in Jacob’s family, God’s design was upon it in fulfilling His promise to Abraham that his seed will be multitudes as stars & sand 

30:25-43

*Jacob misses home (Canaan), not only because it was the land of his parents, but because it was the land of promise; he also desired to establish himself apart from Laban

*Jacob requests his wages from Laban; he contrives ways to have things go in his favor, but it is the Lord Who blesses him with the stronger and larger flock of sheep

31:1-55

*God speaks to Jacob, telling him to leave Laban; he leaves secretly with his family for Canaan without informing Laban (note his address to his wives, that God revealed to him his prosperity was all the Lord’s blessing upon him)

*Laban finds out after 3 days and pursues Jacob, however God commands Laban to not “speak good or bad to Jacob”; and in frustration, he seeks for his household gods

*Jacob makes a case for himself, indicating his honesty & faithfulness in serving Laban

*Jacob allows Laban to initiate the covenant between them; Jacob sets up his 2nd pillar

32:1-23

*Jacob meets the angels of God; they protect him on his journey as he returns to Canaan

*Jacob sends a humble & courteous greeting to his older brother Esau, however instead of sending word back, Esau sets out with 400 men with him

*Though Jacob had just seen the camp of angels protecting him, he cries out to the One Who can deliver

*Jacob attempts to pacify and befriend his brother with a total of 580 animals, a generous gift, each time with a humble message, indicating that he has not run away in fear, but following right behind the droves

32:24-32

*Jacob wrestles with the angel of the Lord; “Yes, he wrestled with the angel and prevailed; he wept and sought His favor, he found Him at Bethel…” (Hos 12:4)

*Only by God’s spirit are we able to stand our ground before Him, otherwise we would be crushed 

*The angel touched Jacob’s thigh, putting it out of socket, an indicator that it was God he was wrestling with; “when we are weak, we are strong” (2 Cor 12:10)

*Jacob lastly ‘grabs’ the opportunity for blessing, and rightly so, how we ought to take all the chances we can to gain of Him.  

*Jacob is honored with a better name, Israel, a prince with God
33: 1-20

*Jacob takes care of his family, and honors and respects his brother in bowing; he is greeted in love by Esau

*Jacob’s family meets Esau and never had the two brothers been more sociable and friendly

*Esau desires to escort Jacob to Mt Seir, however Jacob declines, showing tender concern for his children & flocks like a good father & shepherd

*The brothers part; Jacob travels from Succoth to Shechem and after purchasing land in Canaan, honors God in erecting an altar

34:1-31

*Dinah’s defilement by Shechem, a Canaanite; Simeon & Levi’s treachery in killing all the males in the city; the brothers looted and plundered the city, bringing shame and grief to their father

35:1-28

*God commands Jacob to return to Bethel and live there

*Jacob purifies his entire household, including those his sons have captured

*Jacob builds his 4th altar

*3 funerals: Rebekah’s old nurse, Deborah, Rachel in labor with Benjamin, and Isaac

*God renews his covenant with Israel

36:1-43

*Esau (Edom) moves to Mt Seir, leaving Canaan for his brother

*Descendants of Esau recorded; just the names, no history

III. Spiritual Applications

· You cannot take your parents faith as your own, like Jacob, he had to encounter God on a personal level

· God is patient in working and growing our spiritual maturity, even when we set up conditions for Him

· God knows exactly how to deal with us, working in our daily environments, shaping our character 

· It is God Who blesses us; even our wisdom is considered foolishness in the eyes of God (1 Cor 1:25)

· How important it is to honor God at each turning point of our lives; it is a good thing to acknowledge Him and give testimony to Him (Jacob’s pillars & altars)

· God protects and knows those who are His, and those who love Him (1 Cor 8:3)

IV. Questions

1. Have you experienced God as your own personal God, rather than relating to Him as just your parents’ God?  Give examples.

2. Was it wrong for Dinah to go and visit the daughters of the land of Canaan?

3. In what way do you think God is dealing/teaching you?  Reference Psalm 18:25-27.  To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself blameless, to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd. You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.   
4. Is it a good thing to make a bargain with God?  Have you made any with Him?

5. How do you respond when you are being treated unfairly?  What would be a good way to show your testimony in those situations?

6. Have you set up any pillars/altars to the Lord in your life?  Give examples.

7. What character traits of Jacob do you identify with?  What traits do you admire?

8. How is the relationship between you and your brothers and sisters?  Is there peace and harmony or is there strife?  What can you do to make peace?

V. Important verses

1. He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.

(Gen 28:12)

2. "Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." 

(Gen 28:15)

3. “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.”
(Gen 32:28)

VI. Reference 

Bethel (house of God)
1. A city north of Jerusalem

The ancient city adjacent to, and finally embraced in, was called Luz

Jos_18:13; Jdg_1:23-26
Abraham establishes an altar at

Gen_12:8; Gen_13:3-4
The place where Jacob saw the vision of the ladder

Gen_28:10-22; Gen_31:13; Hos_12:4
Jacob builds an altar at

Gen_35:1-15
Deborah dies at

Gen_35:8
Conquered by Joshua

Jos_8:17; Jos_12:16
Conquered by the house of Joseph

Jdg_1:22-26
Allotted to Benjamin

Jos_18:13; Jos_18:22
Court of justice held at, by Deborah

Jdg_4:5
Court of justice held at, by Samuel

1Sa_7:16
Tabernacle at, and called House of God

Jdg_20:18; Jdg_20:31; Jdg_21:2
Jeroboam institutes idolatrous worship at

1Ki_12:25-33; 2Ki_10:29
Idolatry at

Jer_48:13; Amo_4:4
Shalmanezer sends a priest to

2Ki_17:27-28
Prophecies against the idolatrous altars at

1Ki_13:1-6; 1Ki_13:32; 2Ki_23:4; 2Ki_23:15-20; Amo_3:14
The school of prophets at

2Ki_2:3
Children of the school of prophets mock Elisha

2Ki_2:23-24
People of, return from Babylon

Ezr_2:28; Neh_7:32
Prophecies against

Amo_5:5
2. A city in the south of Judah

1Sa_30:27
3. A mountain

1Sa_13:2
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