SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #7


Lesson #7: “Life of Joseph - Part I”

Bible Reference: Genesis 37-41

I. Preface


A lot of exciting things happen in Joseph’s life in these five chapters. Chapter 37 starts out with Joseph hanging out with his family. It is made clear from the very beginning that his relationship with his brothers is strained because they are jealous of Jacob’s special love for Joseph. Joseph adds to that tension by telling his family about two dreams the Lord gives him: the dreams tell of how Joseph is leader and his father, mother, and eleven brothers all bow down to him. The brothers are angered at the dreams and when given the opportunity, they conspire against him. In the fields one day, they sell Joseph to Midianite traders as a slave.


Joseph ends up serving Potiphar in Egypt and does such a great job that Potiphar puts him in charge of his whole household. It turns out that Joseph is extremely attractive, so Potiphar’s wife lusts after him. She tries to seduce him, but he refuses to wrong his master. Potiphar’s wife gets upset that she was denied, so she lies and says that Joseph tried sleeping with her (the complete opposite of what actually happened) and Joseph ends up in jail. While in jail, he impresses the chief jailer and is in charge of everything there too.


This puts us in Genesis 40, where Pharoah’s chief cupbearer and his baker are jailed. They both have dreams, and Joseph correctly interprets both. (The cupbearer is restored while the baker is hung.) Joseph asks the cupbearer to remember him after being restored to his original position, but the cupbearer forgets about Joseph. Until, that is, one day Pharoah has some disturbing dreams. No one can interpret the dreams, but the cupbearer ends up remembering Joseph and Joseph is brought before Pharoah.


Pharoah’s dreams, it turns out, are of seven years of famine in all the lands. Joseph suggests that Pharoah set someone in charge of planning and preparing for the famine, so Pharoah is pleased with Joseph and puts him in charge. Joseph is placed directly under Pharoah and is in charge of all of Egypt. He works hard at preparing, and in the meantime has two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

II. Outline

I. 37:1-14, Joseph’s dream of his family members bowing down to him

a. Joseph loved more than his other brothers (vs. 3)

b. Dream of sheaves, where all others bow to him (vs. 6-8)

c. Dream of sun and moon and eleven stars bowing to him (vs. 9)

II. 37:15-36, Joseph despised and sold by his brothers

a. Others ridicule him calling him a “dreamer” (vs. 19-20)

b. Joseph thrown in pit and stripped of varicolored tunic (vs. 23-24)

c. Joseph sold to Midianite traders (vs.28)

i. Reuben devastated when pit was found empty (vs.29)

ii. Joseph’s tunic deceptively bloodied by goat blood (vs.31)

d. Jacob mourns (vs. 34)

e. Joseph sold to Potiphar, Pharoah’s officer

III. 38:1-30, Judah and Tamar. 

a. Judah left his brothers and married a Canaanite woman.

b. Story about Tamar, ancestry line for Jesus (Matt 1:3)

c. A chapter that shows we are not chosen because we are righteous. But on the contrary we are all sinners by nature.

IV. 39:1-23 Joseph in charge at Potiphar’s house

a. Potiphar’s wife falsely accuses Joseph (vs. 12-18)

b. Joseph thrown into jail (vs. 18-19)

c. Joseph in charge of all prisoners at the jail (vs. 21-23)

V. 40:1-23 Cupbearer and baker’s dreams and interpretations

a. Cupbearer’s dream and interpretation (vs. 9-13)

b. Joseph’s plea to be remembered (vs.14-15)

c. Baker’s dream and interpretation (vs. 16-19)

d. Fulfillment of dreams and Joseph forgotten by cupbearer (vs. 20-23)

VI. 41:1-37 Pharoah’s dream and Joseph’s interpretation of the famine

a. Fat and skinny cows (vs. 2-7, 17-21)

b. Joseph called for interpreting (vs. 15-16)

c. Interpretation (vs. 26-32)

d. Joseph’s recommended plan of action (vs. 33-37)

VII. 41:38-57 Pharoah sets Joseph in charge

a. Joseph gets to work preparing for the famine (vs. 46-49)

b. Joseph’s sons Manasseh and Ephraim born (vs. 50-52)

c. Famine begins (vs. 53-57)

III. Applications

1.  If the Lord is with you, you will succeed regardless of circumstances. Joseph was placed in the worst of circumstances; he was sold into slavery by his own brothers, he was accused of doing something he was absolutely opposed to doing, and he was not acknowledged for a favor he did. Though he was given all these difficult situations throughout his young life (at the same age group we’re in right now!) he didn’t sit around and complain to God. 

Applicable verses: 39:2-3, 21-23, 41:57

2. Joseph was faithful in everything. Throughout different times of our life, we may have different roles to play (as a son/daughter, as a student, as an employer/employee, and as a parent). God gives us these different positions to learn different lessons. Whether as:

· Jacob’s son (37:13-14)

· Potiphar’s servant (39:5-6)

· Jailer’s servant (39:21-23)

· Head of Egypt, only under Pharoah (41:48-49)

Joseph was faithful in all circumstances and did his best. He didn’t just sit around. He was obedient to Jacob when Jacob asked him to go find his brothers. Joseph worked hard as Potiphar’s servant. He was also responsible while in jail, thus the chief jailer could trust everything over to Joseph. And under Pharoah, the moment the reigns were handed to him, he got working at preparing for the seven-year famine. 

IV. Questions/Answers

1. Why did Joseph say things to seemingly provoke people’s anger? (37:2b, 37:7-8, 37:10) 

2. How does Joseph always have the Lord with him, on his side? Was there anything he did? (39:3b “all that he did”, 39:23b “whatever he did”, 41:46-49, 41:16) 

3. What were Joseph’s reactions when he was wronged? How would you have reacted? (39:7-12, 40:23, 37:23-24, 28) How was he able to keep on going when it seemed that all the tables were turned against him? 

4. List some admirable characteristics of Joseph that can be found in these five chapters.

V. Important Verses

1. “My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How them could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God.” 


(Gen 39:9)

2. Joseph named his first born Manasseh and said, “It is because God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father’s household.” (Gen 41:51)

3. The second son he named Ephraim and said, “It is because God has made me fruitful in the land of my suffering.” (Gen 41:52)
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