SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #8


Lesson #8: “Life of Joseph - Part II”

Bible Reference: Genesis 42-50

I. Preface


We see a happy ending to Joseph’s difficult times from last week’s lesson. In chapter 42, the sons of Israel journey to Egypt for the first time because they are out of food. Joseph sees them and asks for Benjamin to return with them the next time. In chapter 43 the brothers return to Egypt, this time with Benjamin (but of course, not without first having many struggles convincing Israel it was absolutely necessary to bring Benjamin too). 

After a banquet with Joseph, the brothers leave to return home (chapter 44). But first a silver cup is placed in Benjamin’s sack, along with the food supplies he is given. On the journey home, the brothers are stopped, their bags are checked, and Benjamin is found guilty of “stealing” the silver cup. The brothers are brought back to Joseph, and in the next chapter he reveals himself to them. 

Of course the brothers are worried, now that they realize the man in control of their entire source of living (since there was a famine and Joseph was the one allotting food to people) is the brother the sold into slavery years back. But Joseph convinces them that he does not hold anything against them, because God brought him there for the sake of everyone to have food during the famine. God had a sovereign plan all ready before Joseph was even sold! The brothers happily return home with many gifts from Pharaoh and are asked to return with Israel, so they can live close to Joseph.

The famine continues to be severe in all the lands. People had to sell everything in trade for food, from their belongings and livestock, to their land and even themselves. Israel and his descendants prosper in the land of Goshen, and as Israel ages, he asks Joseph to promise to bury him in his homeland. Before passing away, Israel blesses Joseph’s two sons (chapter 48) and the prophecies about his twelve sons in chapter 49 (the twelve tribes of Israel). The story ends with the burial of Israel, and also the burial of Joseph upon his death.

II. Outline

I. 42:1-26 Jacob sends ten sons to Egypt (minus Benjamin)

a. Joseph recognizes his brothers and weeps

b. Joseph calls them out as spies

i. Simeon is held hostage 

ii. They’re asked to bring Benjamin back

II. 42:26-38 Brothers return to Jacob

a. They realize all their money is returned to them, they’re despondent

b. Report to their father that “the lord of the land” (Joseph) demanded for Benjamin to be brought back as proof that they weren’t spies

c. Reuben promises the life of his own two sons if Benjamin isn’t safe

III. 43:1-15 Jacobs sends ten sons to Egypt (minus Simeon, held hostage)

a. Jacob grudgingly allows Benjamin to leave

b. Had to go because the famine was severe, brought double the money since last time their money was returned to them

IV. 43:16-34 Joseph sees Benjamin with the other brothers

a. Joseph weeps upon seeing Benjamin

b. The brothers dine together, but they still don’t recognize Joseph

V. 44:1-34 Joseph’s brothers are sent away, but brought back again

a. Joseph’s silver cup is placed in Benjamin’s sack

i. The brothers leave and are stopped midway

ii. Brothers accused of “stealing” the silver cup

b. Found in Benjamin’s sack

i. Brothers grieved and beg before Joseph to spare Benjamin

ii. Joseph says the others may leave, but Benjamin must stay

iii. Mention of the past, and the importance of Benjamin to Jacob, especially due to the loss of Joseph

VI. 45:1-24 Joseph reveals himself to his brothers

a. Joseph asks of his father

b. The brothers are worried, because they realize this is the brother they wronged previously

c. Joseph forgives them. (45:5-8)

d. Asks for his family to move to Goshen, by Egypt

i. Pharaoh invites them and provides the best (45:16)

ii. Provisions for journey home and for future in Egypt (45:17-23)

VII. 45:25- 47:12 Jacob and family move to Goshen

VIII. 47:13-31 Famine is severe

a. All the money in Egypt and Canaan were brought to buy grain

b. All livestock was brought, but still not enough in trade for food

c. Land was all sold to Pharaoh except the priests’ lands

d. The people help sow the land with seed

i. 1/5 for Pharaoh, 4/5 for food

ii. All become Pharaoh’s slaves

e. Israel (Jacob) asks Joseph to promise to bury him in his burial place, not in Egypt (47:28-31)

IX. 48:1-22 Israel blesses Manasseh and Ephraim

X. 49:1-33 Israel prophecies about all his sons, then dies

XI. 50:1-14 Israel is mourned for and buried

XII. 50:15-24 Joseph and brothers completely reconciled, Joseph dies

a. Joseph’s brothers worry that he will take revenge (50:16-17)

b. Joseph responds accordingly “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good…” (50:20)

c. Joseph promises to watch his brothers and their families

d. Joseph dies at age 110

III. Applications

1. When I want to complain about difficult times, how do I turn my eyes toward God so that I see that these tests and struggles are for my development and for my own good? 

2. List the good characteristics of Joseph that can be seen in these chapters of Genesis. What are some hardships I have gone through that may have refined me to develop some of these good characteristics? Or what are examples in others’ lives where their struggles have helped them develop these good characteristics?

IV. Questions/Answers

1. Are there any examples in your life when, while you were going through a difficult situation, you didn’t understand why God allowed it to happen, but with hindsight you were able to praise God because you realized later on that it was all part of God’s perfect plan? Find the Bible verses in this passage that show how Joseph looked at his situations in hindsight. (50:20, 45:5-8)
2. How was Joseph able to forgive his brothers of their grievous wrongdoing against him? 

3. Why does Joseph seem to love and care for Benjamin more than he does for his other brothers? 

V. Important verses

1. “But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me …” (Gen 45:7 - 8a)

2. Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. Jacob blessed Pharaoh. (Gen 47:7)

3. Israel worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. (Gen 47:31)

4. But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. (Gen 50:19,20)
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