SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #9


Lesson #9: “Israel In Egypt: The Persecution”
Bible Reference: Exodus 1-4

I. Preface

After the Israelites settled in the land of Egypt, they prospered greatly. A new Pharaoh oppressed the Israelites. We see the first two-thirds of the life of Moses in these four chapters. The LORD called Moses to bring the Israelites out of Egypt. This process is known as the Exodus.

Tonight we meet a major character of the Old Testament, the writer of the Pentateuch himself: Moses. We may partition his one hundred and twenty years of life into three forty-year periods.

Childhood in Egypt.
Scriptural reference: Exodus 1-2.
Moses was born of a Levite family, yet raised as Egyptian. His name means ``drawn from the water.'' He lived with all the other princes as the Pharaoh's daughter's son. In his first forty years, he was ``educated in all the learning of Egyptians, and he was a man of power and deeds'' (Acts 7:22). He fled from Egypt after he killed an Egyptian to save a fellow Hebrew brother.

Waiting amongst the Midianites.
Scriptural reference: Exodus 2-4, 7:7.
For the next forty years, Moses spent his time shepherding the flock of Jethro, the priest of Midian. He married Jethro's daughter Zipporah and begot Gershom. The LORD called out to him from a burning bush one day, telling Moses to return to Egypt and bring the Hebrews out of slavery.

Wandering the desert with Israelites.
Scriptural reference: Numbers 14, 20; Deuteronomy 34.
After the LORD brought the Israelites out of Egypt with his mighty hand, the Israelites rebelled against God. Moses, in his final forty years, led the Israelites in the wilderness going around in circles, until the rebellious generation all passed away (save Joshua and Caleb). Because of one act of disobedience at Meribah, Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. He glimpsed the land flowing with milk and honey on Mount Pisgah before his death.


II. Lesson Outline

1. Scriptural reading (16): Exodus 1:1-9, 12, 22; 2:1-3, 9-10.
After Joseph and the rest of those of the same generation died, the Israelites were fruitful and multiplied. A new Egyptian king, who knew not Joseph, oppressed the Israelites for fear that the large and healthy Israelite population might rebel. Baby Moses was cast into the Nile in accordance with the rule of Pharaoh, after being hid for three months. Pharaoh's daughter found Moses and took him as her own son.

2. Scriptural reading (7): Exodus 2:11-12, 14, 16, 19, 21-22.
Moses grew up learning all the knowledge of the Egyptians. One day he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, so he killed the Egyptian to save his brethren. The next day, he aware of the fact that the aforementioned matter had become known. He fled and lived in the land of the Midians. After helping the daughters of the Midian priest Jethro, he married Zipporah, daughter of Jethro.

3. Scriptural reading (17): Exodus 2:24-25; 3:1-2, 6, 8, 10, 14-15; 4:1, 3-5, 14, 29-31.
One day, while tending the flock of Jethro, Moses saw a blazing fire. Behold, a bush was burning, yet the bush was not consumed. The LORD called out to Moses from the bush and sent Moses to lead the Israelites out of slavery. Moses had his doubts, but the LORD showed him signs and gave Moses power. The LORD sent Aaron, brother of Moses, to meet Moses to be his mouth. After they spoke and showed the signs to the elders and the sons of Israel, people believed and bowed to worship God.

III. Application

1. Serving When We Think We Are Incapable.
Scriptural reading (10): Exodus 3:5-6, 10-12; 4:10-14.
When Moses heard God's voice, he was afraid to look at God and hid his face. As we read on through the Pentateuch, we will see the development of his relationship with God. When Moses asked ``Who am I'' to do such a thing, God's reply in 3:11 implied that who the vessel was is not important. When we serve, we also need to rely solely on the Lord, for he gives us ability required to serve. In 4:10-14, we see another example of Moses doubting himself, angering God. What should be our attitude as a servant of the most high? Should we focus on our ability (or the lack of)? Explain how you can rectify, if applicable, your attitude towards your usual services in the church.
(For example: I was asked to share with the Junior Youth kids. I was very reluctant and put it off for approximately six months for fear that I am incapable of sharing anything meaningful. Later I realized that the willingness to be used is more important than the ability to speeches. So I relied on the Lord and shared with the kids.)


2. Serving When We Think We Are Capable.
Scriptural reading (5): Exodus 2:11-15.
There are times when we are asked to serve in some areas we do not feel suitable. As humans, we often notice our own weaknesses and our inability to accomplish certain tasks. Oppositely, sometimes we feel we are extremely suitable for a job. We want to use our natural abilities, which God has given us, to serve him. However, when Moses attempted to minister justice by his own natural strength as seen in the scriptural reading, a severe consequence followed. He did not have peace and was filled with fear. Should we use our natural abilities to glorify God? If yes, what standards should we follow to avoid consequences similar to that of Moses? If no, why should we hold back God-given abilities for secular purposes only?

IV. Discussion Questions

1. In chapter one, we see great hostility against the Israelites from Pharaoh and the Egyptians. Describe the nature and the source of this enmity and explain the spiritual meaning of Egypt in the history of the Israelites. For example, focus on ``Pharaoh vs. Babies.''


2. Why did God allow Moses to ``waste'' a substantial interval of his life tending sheep? What was that which God was attempting to accomplish?


3. God knows that the king of Egypt will not permit the Israelites to go (3:19), furthermore, he hardens Pharaoh's heart for this purpose (4:21). Why did God place this obstacle purposely to prevent a fast Exodus? Does God purposely put difficulties in our lives today? What shall our attitudes be?


4. Read 4:24-26. Explain why the LORD was angered to a point of wanting to kill Moses. In particular, elaborate on the significance and the timing of this event.



V. Key Verses


1. Rueben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher; [. . .] Joseph.

(Exodus 1:2-5)


2. ``So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.''
(Exodus 3:8)



3. God said to Moses, ``I AM WHO I AM.''
(Exodus 3:14)



4. The LORD said to him, ``who has made man's mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?''
(Exodus 4:11)



5. Thus says the LORD, ``Israel is My son, My firstborn.''
(Exodus 4:22)
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