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Lesson #10 –  “Plan and progress of redemption”

Bible Reference: Exodus 5-14 

Preface

Summary of Exodus chapters 4-14 with introduction to Chapter 15

Exodus chapter five starts with Moses asking Pharaoh to “let his people go.” Pharaoh does not let the Israelites go to the wilderness to worship God.  Instead, he decides to make their work harder.  Next, God tells Moses to perform a miracle to allow Pharaoh to believe in God and change his mind (chapter seven, vs. 8-13).  When Pharaoh is unrelenting, the ten plagues follow: The Plague of Blood (vs.14-24), The Plague of Frogs (vs. 25-8:15), The Plague of Gnats (vs.16-19), The Plague of Flies (vs.20-30), The Plague on Livestock (chapter 9:1-12), The Plague of Boils (vs. 8-12), The Plague of Hail (vs. 13-35), The Plague of Locusts (vs. 1-20), The Plague of Darkness (vs. 20-29), and finally in Chapter 11, The Plague on the Firstborn from which comes about the first Passover (chapter 12). After each of the plagues, Pharaoh is urged by God through Moses and Aaron to change his mind and let the Israelites leave.  In each case, Pharaoh’s heart is hard and he does not let the people go.

After the death of his own firstborn, Pharaoh finally relents and the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt ensues (vs. 31-42).  Because God has allowed the Israelites to be spared, to plunder the Egyptians and to flee from Egypt, he instructs them to continue to honor the Passover each year (12:43 - 13:16).


Knowing that the Israelites would give up if forced to fight a battle to leave Egypt, God led them out of Egypt in a round about way—one that was longer but that would be less likely to face a battle with the Egyptians.  Meanwhile, Pharaoh begins to think they are just wandering aimlessly and decides he can’t manage without their services as slaves.  Consequently, he sends an army to retrieve them.  Through a series of wonderful miracles, God keeps the Israelites safe and destroys the enemy (chapter 13:17-14:31).  “And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.”  For most of chapter 15, the Israelites rejoice in God’s greatness. At the end of chapter 15, the Israelites begin the first in a long series of grumbling where the Lord answers them with a mighty miracle.

Understanding the Passage

1. List the ten plagues.  If things in the Old Testament reflect things in the New Testament, what do you think these plagues might reflect?

	Plague
	Possible Meaning

	1.
___________
	

	2.
___________
	

	3.
___________
	

	4. ___________
	

	5. ___________
	

	6. ___________
	

	7. ___________
	

	8. ___________
	

	9. ___________
	

	10. ___________
	


2. If Pharaoh/Egypt represent the world, can you see a similar reflection in the way the world rejects Jesus now?  What about Pharaoh? Was it really his fault? Exodus 14:6

3. Why didn’t God make the “get-away” easier?  Wouldn’t the shorter route have been easier? Exodus 13:17-18

4. What might the pillar of cloud by day and pillar of fire by night have represented? Exodus 13:21

5. Thinking ahead to the next lessons, do you think that the Israelites having been spared all the plagues may have contributed to their grumbling in subsequent chapters?  With such terrible plagues, wouldn’t they fear the Lord? 

6. After the Israelites were spared the tenth and most horrible plague, God instructed them to celebrate the time each year as Passover.  Do you think there is significance in the fact that Jesus initiated “Communion” during the Passover celebration?

Life Application

1. Pharaoh was very stubborn.  Have you ever found yourself resisting God, even when you knew His will?  What will God have to do to get through to us?  Notice the parallel between the final plague and Jesus’ death on the cross.  To reach Pharaoh, God took his son; to reach us, God took His own Son.

2. Look back at question five from “Understanding the Passage.”  Since God gave His only Son for us, shouldn’t we fear the Lord? Do we?

3. Notice how Egypt allows the Israelites to leave, but then try to drag them back.  Have you ever seen a new Christian drawn back into the world? Have you ever felt this pull yourself?

Important Verses To Remember

1. “But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever.  

“The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.” – Exodus 14:13-14

2. “And when the Israelites saw the great power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant.” – Exodus 14:31

Other Material
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What Pharaoh may have looked like.








Page 1 of 6
Page 5 of 6

