SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #11


Lesson #11:
“From Egypt to Sinai”

Bible Reference: Exodus 15-19
I. Preface

(ca 1491 BC)

With the parting of the Red Sea and the triumph over the Egyptian army, the Lord once again demonstrates His magnificent power and his faithfulness in delivering His people from the hands of the Egyptians.  The sons of Israel rejoice in the Lord for their deliverance, but their joy quickly fades as they begin to experience thirst and hunger in the wilderness of sin. Moses intercedes for the people by making their complaints and grumblings known to God.  The Lord answers by supplying the Israelites of all their needs to prove to them that He is their God -- that He would not only bring them out of Egypt, but would also provide for them.  In this, He demonstrates His infinite goodness to them.  God’s method of provision tries the Israelites’ faith and trust in Him, and teaches them lessons in obedience.  The journey through the wilderness culminates at Mount Sinai, where God offers the Israelites a covenant, which they are to keep and obey.

II. Outline

Exodus 15: The song of Moses/Israel and the first hint of grumbling
1. This is one of the oldest songs recorded in the Old Testament, celebrating God’s power in vanquishing the Egyptian army and the deliverance of God’s people.

2. The song speaks of the many attributes of God: “strength,” “song,” “salvation,” “warrior,” “majestic,” “greatness,” “excellence,” “holiness,” “awesome,” “wonders,” “loving kindness,” and “healer.”

3. Moses leads Israel from the Red Sea to the wilderness of Shur.

4. The Israelites complain about the bitter waters of Marah.  Moses cries out to the Lord, and the Lord makes the waters sweet.

“The Lord is my strength and song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise Him; my father’s God, and I will extol Him.” v.2
Exodus 16: Some more grumbling and a fine flake-like thing

1. The sons of Israel have left Egypt for about a month-and-a-half, and are entering the wilderness of sin (between Elim and Sinai).  They lay the blame on Moses and Aaron for taking them away from the pots of meat they used to have in Egypt and letting them go hungry in the wilderness.

2. The Lord provides with bread from heaven (manna), but with specific instructions to test the Israelites’ obedience.

3. God’s supply of manna teaches the people depend upon Him daily. (The manna sustained the Israelites for forty years.)

4. God commands the people to keep some manna throughout the generations in remembrance of His goodness to them.

“Your grumblings are not against us but against the Lord.” v.8
Exodus 17:  Water in the rock and heavy hands
1) The Israelites test the Lord by demanding water from Moses, but God is patient and gracious with them.

2) Water represents God. He is the source of life: pure, fresh, plentiful, and unfailing.  See I Corinthians 10:4

3) The Israelites fight against the Amalekites (descendants of Esau), and through God’s will, prevail.

4) Though Joshua leads the Israelites in battle and Moses assists the Israelites through God’s power, Moses gives all the glory to God.

“Moses built an altar and named it ‘The Lord is My Banner’.” v.15
Exodus 18: Jethro, Moses’ Father-in-law, gives Moses a few pointers
1) Moses is a prophet of the Lord, but he maintains his humility.  He shows great respect for his father-in-law.

2) Jethro recognizes God’s power (v.1, 9-10), His supremacy (11), presence (12), and righteousness (21).

3) He advises Moses to choose God-fearing leaders to help him judge the people.

4) He is humble in his advice to Moses in that he acknowledges and considers God’s will. (19,23)

 “ ‘Now listen to me:  I will give you counsel, and God be with you.  You be the people’s representative before God, and you bring the disputes to God, then teach them the statutes and the laws, and make known to them the way in which they are to walk and the work they are to do.’ ” v.19-20

Exodus 19: God comes down to Mount Sinai

1) The Lord describes how He has shown favor to His people by bringing them out of Egypt on ‘eagles’ wings’.  

2) Through Moses, God makes a proposal to the Israelites: “you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

3) The Israelites accept the proposal: “All that the Lord has spoken we will do!”

4) God will allow the Israelites to hear his voice, but sets boundaries for the people.  In addition, the people must be sanctified and clean before God and His holiness. 

 “Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine” v.5

III. Spiritual Applications

1. Obedience: “And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer.’ ” 15:26  See also 16:16-30

2. Battle: The Lord will always be on our side, fighting for us and helping His own children defeat the enemy. 17:9-16

3. In His presence: We must come before God with a clean and pure heart. 19:14

IV. Questions & Answers

1. Why do you think God provides for the Israelites the way He does (allow them to hunger and thirst before supplying them with their needs)?

2. Why are the Israelites given instructions on how to gather the manna?

3. Why does God satisfy the people even when they test Him? 17:2

4. Do you always praise God for your accomplishments? 17:15

5. What is Moses’ father-in-law like?  Why does Moses obey him?

6. What kind of instructions does God give to the people so that they can meet Him?  Why?
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