SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #12


Lesson #12: “The will of God: Israel’s Laws and Covenant”

Bible Reference: Exodus 20-24

I. Preface


Exodus 20-24 records the laws and regulations of God, beginning with the Ten Commandments.  It is unique in that this is the only passage of the Bible where God audibly speaks to an assembly concerning His will.  These words were spoken with force and fear, leading to the Israelites’ reaction of trembling and standing at a distance.  In other words, this is important… we should pay close attention.


Following the Ten Commandments is the Book of Covenant, which expands on the Ten Commandments.  It covers various aspects of life ranging from murder to dangerous livestock to bribery.

II. Outline:

I.  Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17)

A. General info

1. Other names for the Ten Commandments


a. The words of the covenant


b. The testimony


c. The tables of the covenant

2. Written on 2 stone tablets by the finger of God


a. For retention

B. God’s introduction (Exodus 20:1-2)

1. Declares that it is God who is speaking

C. Love God (Exodus 20:1-11)

1. First four commandments focuses on our relationship with God

D. Love your neighbors (Exodus 20:12-17)

1. Last six commandments focuses on our relationship with other people.

E. Matthew 22:36-40 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" And He said to him, "`YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'" This is the great and foremost commandment. "The second is like it, `YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'" On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets."

II. Book of Covenant (Exodus 20:18-23:19)

A. Dealings with slaves (Exodus 21:1-11)

B. Dealings with other people (Exodus 21:12-27)

1. ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth’ (Exodus 21:24)

2. Does not allow retaliation, but shows that each offense has a just punishment

C. Responsibility for livestock (Exodus 21:28-36)

D. Property Rights (Exodus 22:1-15)

E. God’s moral standard (Exodus 22:16-23:9)

1. “You shall be holy men to Me” (Exodus 22:31)

2. 30 shekels of silver = price of a slave (Exodus 21:32)

F. Sabbath for the land (Exodus 23:10-13)

G. Three national feasts (Exodus 23:14-19)

1. Feast of Unleavened Bread

a. Eat unleavened bread (no yeast) for 7 days

b. Offer sacrifices

c. Commemorates how God brought Israel out of Egypt in haste

2. Feast of Harvest

a. AKA Feast of Weeks (came 7 weeks after Feast of Unleavened Bread

b. Offer first fruits of the harvest

c. Show joy and thankfulness for God’s blessing of harvest

d. Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) occurred during this festival 

3. Feast of Ingathering

a. AKA Feast of Tabernacles, Feast of Booths

b. Celebrate end of harvest

c. Lived in booths

d. Commemorates the journey from Egypt to Canaan, give thanks for the productivity of Canaan.

e. On eighth and last day of feast, High Priest pours out water on altar – symbolizes asking God for life-giving water

f. Same day as Jesus saying that He is the source of living water (John 7:37-38)

III. Conquest of the land (Exodus 23:20-33)

A. Canaan given to Israel to conquer

B. Stipulation: not to compromise with the idolatry of the Canaanites

IV. Affirmation of the Covenant

A. Covenant read in the presence of Israel

B. Affirmed by all the people

C. Two tablets given to Moses

D. Moses ascended Mount Sinai for instruction concerning the tabernacle

III. Applications

1. Know God’s heart.  Look at all the laws, and see that God is a loving God who cares for widows and orphans (22:22), and wants His people to be like Him.  God is also a jealous God, who will not tolerate any other gods, nor will He tolerate any action that profanes His name.

2. God is Just.  For each offense, there is a punishment.

3. Salvation could not be obtained through the law (Acts 13:39, Heb 10:1).  The law shows us our sin, and that it is humanly impossible to keep obey the entirety of the law.  In light of our sin, the law should point us to Jesus, who did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it (Matt 5:17).  The Old Covenant (Law of Moses) is superseded by the New Covenant (grace through Jesus Christ).

IV. Questions:

1. What are the Ten Commandments?


1. _____________________________
 6. _______________________________


2. _____________________________
 7. _______________________________


3. _____________________________
 8. _______________________________


4. _____________________________
 9. _______________________________


5. _____________________________
10. ______________________________

2. Of all these laws, which ones do you think are most important to God?  Which ones are the most difficult to obey?

3. Do all these commandments apply today?  Or just some of them?  Or none at all?

4. Israel heartily affirm this covenant with one voice, but within 40 days, they fall (golden calf).  What caused their change of heart?  How can we avoid this?

5. What are the first fruits that we can offer up to God today?

6. In Exodus 23:23, God decrees genocide. Why?

7. Compare / contrast the Old Covenant with the New Covenant.
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