SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #13


Lesson #13: “The way of God: Israel’s Life of worship – Tabernacle” 

Bible Reference: Exodus 25-40

I. Preface:


On the way to Canaan, God temporarily paused the journey to instruct Israel and to give Israel a task – to build the tabernacle.  This task would require much time, energy, and resources (considering they were in the middle of the desert).  This task would burden them and slow their journey to the Promised Land.  But this was not just a structure, but it was where God’s presence dwelt.  God desired to be amongst His people and to be worshipped by them.


In this task, we can see some important concepts.  First, God gives us everything we need to accomplish the task.  Materials, ingenuity, instructions… everything is provided.  Secondly, God blesses us when we accomplish His will and obey His commands.  Lastly, we know that it can be difficult to obey God, and sometimes in the process of doing so we may stumble and sin against God.  Even then, if we sincerely repent, God will forgive us and restore us to a right relationship with Him.

II. Outline:

I. Sanctuary Offerings

A. Free will offering

II. Ark of the Covenant

A. Material: acacia wood overlaid with pure gold

B. Mercy seat of pure gold, of one piece with two cherubim on each end

C. Exodus 25:22 “from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel.”

III. Table of Showbread

A. Material: acacia wood overlaid with pure gold.

B. Held the bread of the Presence, on the table before God at all times

IV. Golden Lampstand

A. Material: pure gold

V. Tabernacle

A. Coverings (Exodus 26:1-26:14)

1. Curtains of linen

a. Material: fine twisted linen, blue, purple, scarlet

b. Surrounded the tabernacle

2. Curtains of goat hair

a. Covered the tabernacle (tent), layered on top of the linen curtain

3. Two additional coverings for the tent

a. Rams’ skin dyed red

b. Porpoise skins

c. On top of the other coverings

B. Structure (Exodus 26:15-26:30)

1. Boards and sockets

a. Material: acacia wood for boards overlaid with gold, silver for the sockets

b. Boards formed basic outer structure of the tabernacle

c. Sockets were the bottom support for the boards

2. Bars

a. Material: acacia wood

b. Five bars for each side of the tabernacle

c. Provided support to hold the boards in place

C. Veil and Screen

1. Material: blue, purple, scarlet material and fine twisted linen

2. Partition between the holy place and the holy of holies

VI. Bronze Altar

A. Material: acacia wood overlaid with bronze

B. Altar of burnt offering

VII. Courtyard

A. Surrounded the tabernacle

B. Linen ‘hangings’ on pillars

C. Lamp – burned from evening to morning (30:8, 1 Sam 3:3) as perpetual statute

VIII. Garments for the Priests (Exodus 28)

A. Holy garments for glory and for beauty.

B. Parts of the garment

1. Breastpiece of judgement

a. Material: gold; blue, purple, scarlet material

b. Twelve precious stones, 4 rows of three

c. Urim and the Thummim carried in the breastpiece

2. Ephod

a. Material: 

b. Golden ephod – for high priest

c. Other ephods – for other priests

1) David wore one (2 Sam 6:14)

d. Short, sleeveless coat

e. Two shoulder pieces with two onyx stones with the names of Israel on it

f. Woven band

g. Joined to the breastpiece with rings

3. Robe

a. Gold bells that tinkle when Aaron enters and leaves so he doesn’t die

4. Tunic

5. Turban

a. Pure gold plate with ‘Holy to the Lord’ engraved on it

6. Sash

IX. Consecration of the priests (Exodus 29)

A. 1 bull, 2 rams, unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, unleavened wafers spread with oil.

B. Aaron and sons washed with water, Aaron first dressed and anointed, then sons dressed and anointed.

C. Bull – sin offering

1. Select parts of bull offered up.

2. Rest is burnt up outside of camp – symbolizes our sin

3. Difference between normal sin offering – this time, flesh must be burnt up.  Normally can be eaten by male priests

D. First Ram – Burnt offering

E. Second Ram – Wave offering

F. Ordination lasted seven days

1. Each day

a. bull as sin offering

b. make atonement for the altar

1) 2 lambs, one in morning, one at twilight

2) fine flour mixed with oil

3) wine

G. God’s promise to Israel (Exodus 29:42-46)

X. Other Issues (Exodus 30:1-

A. Altar of Incense 

1. Material: acacia wood overlaid with pure gold

2. Burn fragrant incense on it every morning and at twilight

3. No other offerings on this altar

B. Census

1. Each person was required to give a ½ shekel contribution

C. Laver of bronze – for washing hands and feet of priests so they won’t die

D. Anointing oil

1. Special mix exclusively for anointing oil

E. Incense

1. Special mix exclusively for incense

F. Craftsmen

1. Filled with the Spirit of God in wisdom, understanding, knowledge, and craftsmanship

2. Workers was given the required skill to perform work of tabernacle

G. Reaffirmation of the Sabbath

1. After all the instructions concerning the work of the tabernacle, Israel reminded to worship God first and foremost.

2. Given two tablets of the testimony in conclusion

XI. Golden Calf (Exodus 32)

A. Moses was on Mount Sinai for 40 days, 40 nights receiving instructions concerning the building of the tabernacle

B. People of Israel initiate the request for a god (32:1)

1. Offer burnt offerings, celebrate their new god

C. Moses intercedes for Israel – turns God’s wrath away from Israel

D. Moses restores control

1. Aaron lied to Moses concerning making of the calf

2. Levites answer Moses’ call for people who are dedicated to following God

a. Levites were set apart to administer the tabernacle

b. Turned on their brothers who were sinning (as instructed) and killed 3000 men that day.

3. In the course of these events, Moses broke the two stone tablets in anger

XII. Israel restored (Exodus 33-34)

A. Moses intercedes for Israel

1. God was about to depart from Israel, but Israel showed signs of mourning (removed ornaments), and Moses pleaded for Israel.

2. God answers Moses’ request because Moses found favor in God’s sight

3. Moses desired to see God’s glory

B. Two stone tablets replaced

C. Covenant renewed

1. Instructed to drive out native people of Canaan

2. Instructed to worship God alone

3. Instructed to observe national festivals

4. Instructed to observe the Sabbath

XIII. Construction of the tabernacle (Exodus 36-39)

A. Everything was done as the Lord had commanded

XIV. Completion of the tabernacle (Exodus 40)

A. God’s glory filled the tabernacle – in form of a cloud

B. Israel moved according to God’s glory.

1. Led by cloud of the Lord during the day

2. Led by pillar of fire by night

III. Application:

1. Tabernacle as a type of Christ

A. Tabernacle was a means for the people to worship and meet with God

B. Each aspect of the tabernacle, the bronze altar (sacrifices), the bronze laver (ceremonial washing), the golden lampstand (worship), etc, all these represent Christ as our sacrifice, as our cleansing, as the focus of our worship.

C. Purpose of Israel’s exit from Egypt:

1. Not simply to obey laws

2. Not to be free

3. Purpose was to enter into the Promised Land – God’s blessings.

D. Jesus is our Promised Land

1. God has placed all the riches and blessings in Christ.

2. Our purpose is to have Jesus, know Jesus, have the character of Jesus

3. End product – a fitting dwelling place for God

2. Moses’ relationship with God was as a friend, though God is still God

A. As towards God:

1. Moses obeyed God exactly – in all the construction of the tabernacle

2. Moses revered and worshipped God (34:8)

3. Moses was zealous for God – angered by Israel’s disobedience (32:19)

B. As towards a friend:

1. Moses spoke with God as a friend (33:11)

2. Moses was able to appeal and intercede for others

3. God listened to Moses (32:14)

4. Moses saw God’s back (33:17-23)

3. Materials used for the tabernacle

A. General usage

1. Inside tabernacle – gold, or acacia wood overlaid with gold

2. Outside tabernacle – bronze

3. Support for frames – silver

B. Symbolism

1. Pure gold – substance and nature of God

2. Silver – redemption: buying back what was sold, stolen, captured

3. Brass – God’s judgement on sin

4. Blue – from heaven

5. Scarlet – humanity of Christ, atoning blood of Christ

6. Purple (combination of blue and scarlet) – Christ as Son of God and Son of Man.  Also, royalty – lordship of Christ

7. Acacia wood – human beings

8. Oil for lampstand – Holy Spirit in ministry to body of Christ.

9. Anointing oil – Holy Spirit’s presence.

10. Incense – life of Christ

4. Items in the Holy of Holies

A. Ark of the Covenant

1. Contained two stone tablets, jar of manna, Aaron’s rod that budded. By it was placed the Book of Law

2. God’s presence was between the wings of the cheribum (above the ark)

3. Mercy Seat made of beaten gold – more difficult and time consuming than casting gold

4. The ark itself is not important, but because God’s glory dwelt there.

5. Lost during Babylonian captivity

5. Items in the Holy Place – many interpretations

A. One interpretation is referring to Jesus

1. Table of Showbread – Constant availability of source of life (Jesus)

2. Golden Lampstand – provided light (revelation) to the world

C. Altar of Incense – Intercession through Jesus our High Priest

6. Pattern of the tabernacle

A. This phrase mentioned 4 times in this section 
(Exodus 25:9, 25:40, 26:30, 27:8)

1. Repetition emphasizes importance

2. God’s dwelling place was to be exactly as He planned

IV. Questions:

1. What were the contributing factors for the golden calf incident?

2. The Levites followed God in the midst of sin and corruption.  What can we do to ready ourselves when God calls?

3. The Israelites had the cloud and the pillar to follow.  How do we follow God today?

4. Were there any limitations in the OT tabernacle?  Compare / contrast the tabernacle with present day NT worship.

5. Why didn’t God wait until the Israelites were in the Promised Land to command them to build the tabernacle?
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