SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #14

Lesson #14: “The Offerings and Priesthood”

Bible Reference: Leviticus 1-10

I. Preface:


The major theme in Leviticus is service and worship.  Two sides of the same idea.  When we think of worship, we think more of the inward reality, the spirit; and when we think of service, we think more of outward activities.  But there can be no outward activity without the inward reality, and if we truly have in the inward reality, it will naturally manifest itself in outward activity.  They are two sides of the same idea.


Leviticus 1-10 presents the five major sacrifices: burnt, grain, peace, sin, and guilt offerings.  In these offerings, we can see the same spiritual principles of service and worship that apply today.  While we today do not offer animals, instead we are to ‘present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.’  (Romans 12:1)

II. Outline:

I. Burnt Offerings (Leviticus 1)

A. Male bull, sheep, goat, turtledove, or pigeon.

1. Allowed rich and poor to offer burnt offerings

B. Without defect

C. Voluntary

D. Unique in that it is entirely offered up by fire – others only partly burned

1. Skin was kept by priest that offered the sacrifice (7:8)

E. Symbolizes complete devotion

1. Killed by the person making the sacrifice

II. Grain Offering (Leviticus 2)

A. Fine flour with oil and frankincense, baked unleavened cakes, first fruits

B. No leaven (sin), or honey (associated with Canaanite rituals?)

C. Seasoned with salt

D. Part offered up by fire, rest belongs to the priests

E. First fruits not offered up by fire

III. Peace offering

A. Male / female animal (variety), breads

B. Offered up parts of the animal

1. Fat that covers and is on the entrails

2. Two kidneys

3. Lobe of liver

4. These were the good parts of the animal.

a. Middle Eastern sheep typically weigh 60-70 lbs, and the tail weighs ~15 lbs, made up of something between fat and marrow.

5. Fat is an abundance of life in the animal – excess of life that is stored in fat

C. First part given to God, second to the offerer and his family / friends, last to the priest.

D. Symbolizes fellowship between God and man

IV. Sin Offerings

A. Required for unintentional sin

B. Two types

1. For priest and for congregation of Israel

a. Bull

b. Blood sprinkled in front of veil, and some placed on horns of the altar, rest of blood poured out at base of altar

c. Rest of animal burned outside of camp (See Hebrews 13:11)

2. For leader of Israel / individual

a. goat / lamb

b. Blood NOT sprinkled in front of veil, but was placed on horns of the altar and poured out at base of altar

c. Rest of bull of the priests’

V. Guilt Offering (Leviticus 5:1-6:7)

A. Three examples of incurring guilt that requires a sin offering (5:6)

1. Withholding testimony

2. Touch unclean thing

3. Swears thoughtlessly / oaths

B. Sin offering as a result of guilt

1. Female lamb or goat

2. Two turtledoves / pigeons if poor

3. Flour if extremely poor

a. No oil or incense

C. Three examples of sinning that requires a guilt offering (5:15)

1. Unintentional sin against the Lord’s holy things

a. Ram without defect

b. 20% restitution

c. Forgiveness is end result

2. Unintentionally disobeying God’s commandments

a. Ram without defect

b. Forgiveness is end result

3. Extortion / robbery 

a. Ram without defect

b. Return of stolen items plus 20%

c. Forgiveness is end result

D. Guilt offering details (Leviticus 7:1-7)

1. Innards (same as peace offering) offered up by fire

2. Left-over portion is for Aaron and the priests

VI. Additional requirements for offerings (Leviticus 6:8-30, 7:8-)

A. Burnt offering

1. Continual fire burning

B. Grain offering

1. First portion is God’s.

2. Left-over portion is for Aaron and the priests.

C. Sin offering

1. Sin offering for priest / congregation is to be burned

2. Sin offering for leader / individual – left-over portion is for the priests

D. Peace offering by way of thanksgiving

1. Included breads 

2. Flesh portion must be eaten the same day for thanksgiving peace offerings

3. Freewill offerings must be eaten by the next day

4. Must be ceremonially clean when eating a peace offering

E. Can’t eat fat from certain animals

F. Can’t eat blood

G. Wave offering – part of peace offering

1. Fat offered up by fire

2. Breast to Aaron and his sons

3. Right thigh to the priest who offered it

VII. Consecration of Aaron and his sons

A. Aaron washed, dressed, anointed

B. Aaron’s sons washed, dressed anointed

C. Sin offering first – bull

D. Burnt offering next – ram

E. Ram of ordination

F. Wave offering third

G. Ordination lasted 7 days

VIII. Aaron’s sacrifices

A. Offered sin offering and burnt offering for himself

B. Offered sin offering, burnt offering, and peace offering for Israel

C. At conclusion of all these sacrifices, God’s glory appeared to the Israelites

XI. Nadab and Abihu, sons of Aaron

A. Offered strange fire before the Lord

B. NOT commanded by God

C. Died by God’s consuming fire

D. Aaron and sons not allowed to mourn

1. Would have incurred sin

E. Sin offering not eaten

1. Sin offering of Nadab and Abihu not eaten because they sinned ( sin offering not pleasing to God ( meat from sin offering shouldn’t be eaten

F. Commanded not to drink alcohol when entering the tabernacle

1. To distinguish between holy and unholy

III. Application:
1. Relationship between sin and guilt.  In chapter 5, we see that guilt requires a sin offering, and sin requires a guilt offering.  While it may seem confusing, it underscores the integral relationship between sin and guilt.  Sin is ‘missing the mark’.  Guilt is remorseful awareness of having done something wrong.  Example: if I believe that passing a slow vehicle is wrong, if I pass a car, I would not have sinned, but I would still have guilt.  Both sin and guilt are serious.  Exodus 28:43 and Romans 6:23 speak of guilt and sin, respectively, leading to death.  Both required sacrifices to atone for sin and guilt.  

2. 
Holiness.  Leviticus speaks of God’s holiness and man’s shortcoming.  As a result of this imperfection, a complex system of sacrifices was required as a temporary restitution for man’s sins.  All this work was required simply to prevent man from dying in God’s holy presence.  Even still, the OT sacrificial system was imperfect, for how can an animal truly take away our sin?  Continual animal sacrifice dealt with the ongoing occurrences of sins, but could not deal with our inherent sinful nature.  This is in sharp contrast with Christ’s perfect sacrifice, once for all.  Jesus’ death and resurrection was sufficient to take away our sinful nature and eliminated the need for any further animal sacrifices.

3. Sacrifice symbolism – all various aspects of Christ. (taken from ‘God has Spoken in…, Volume 1’)

1) Burnt offering – expression of devotion.  Jesus died to cleanse our sins that we may worship God freely.

2) Grain offering – speaks of life of Jesus on earth.  He is the grain that fell and died to produce much fruit (John 12:24), the grain that was ground into fine flour.  He went through much suffering to be food / sustenance for us.

3) Peace offering – speaks of Jesus as our peace.  He is the means of our fellowship with God and our fellowship with brothers and sisters.

4) Sin offering – speaks of Jesus taking away our sin

5) Guilt offering – speaks of Jesus daily cleansing us that we can have fellowship with God

IV. Questions:

1. What is the purpose of sacrifices?  Do we need to offer sacrifices today?

2. What did Nadab and Abihu do wrong?  Why wasn’t there any warning before God killed them?

3. What is the difference between guilt and sin?
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