SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #15

Lesson #15: "Sanctification: the unclean and cleansing; the impure and detestable things"

Bible reference: Leviticus 11 - 22

I. Preface

God provides detailed information and laws concerning clean and unclean animals, skin diseases, childbirth and mildew, etc. to the Israelites. They were to be a holy people, set apart for God and different from the people around them.

The Day of Atonement, the most important day of the year on the Jewish calendar is described in detail. Blood is for atonement and may not be eaten. Unlawful sexual relations are mapped out, along with various other laws and punishments for sins. Also, rules for priests are described, including what constitutes acceptable sacrifices.

The key theme is holiness, or being set apart for God.

II. Outline

Ch. 11 – Clean and Unclean Foods

v.1-12 – Laws about animals for food.

v.13-47 – Avoid the unclean.

Ch. 12-15 – Purification and cleansing

Ch.12 – Purification after childbirth.

Ch.13:1-46 – Regulations about infectious skin diseases.

Ch.13:47-59 – Regulations about mildew.

Ch.14:1-32 – Cleansing from infectious skin diseases.

Ch.14:33-57 – Cleansing from mildew.

Ch.15 – Bodily discharges causing uncleanness.

Ch. 16 – The Day of Atonement

v.1-28 – Description of the law of atonement.

v.20-22 – The scapegoat.

v.29-34 – It is to be an annual atonement.

v.34 – Once a year, for all the sins of the Israelites.

Ch. 17 – Eating Blood Forbidden

v.11 – God's reason: life is in blood, which is for atonement.

Ch. 18 – Unlawful Sexual Relations

v.1-5 – Do not do as they do in Egypt and Canaan.

v.6-23 – Every immoral scenario mapped out and forbidden.

v.24-30 – Do not be defiled in these ways.

Ch. 19 – Various Laws

v.18 - ...love your neighbor as yourself.

Ch. 20 – Punishments for Sins

v.7-8,26 – Consecrate yourselves, be set apart; keep God's commands; He will sanctify you.

Ch. 21-22 – Rules for Priests; Unacceptable Sacrifices

Ch.22:17-33 – Only flawless animals may be used for sacrifice.

III. Application

Consecrate yourself, and let God sanctify you

1. A recurring theme is God's command to "Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy".

2. To be holy is to be set apart, and in these chapters, God shows the various ways that the Israelites were to be set apart.

3. To consecrate yourself is to actively set yourself apart for God, by keeping his commands and not conforming to the ways of the world.

4. As you submit yourself to Him, the Holy Spirit does the work of sanctification, which is an inner transformation, a process by which He makes you holy.

5. Another way to put it without using big words like consecration and sanctification: Choose to follow God and obey Him, and He will change you and make you more like Him.

6. Practically, to consecrate yourself means obeying the Word and obeying the Holy Spirit, even if it means going against the ways of this world.

7. Remember to obey the Holy Spirit in the small things, and you'll be more sensitive to hear His voice in other matters as well.

8. "Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will." – Romans 12:2

Love your neighbor as yourself

1. This law is embedded among many other miscellaneous laws, yet Jesus pointed this one out as one of the two greatest commandments given (Mt 22:34-40; Mk 12:28-31)

2. Jesus also said, "So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets." – Matthew 7:12

3. And who is your neighbor? See the parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37) "Go and do likewise."

IV. Q&A

1. Ch.11-15. What does the NT say about what is clean and unclean? How does it compare to the laws in Leviticus? What applies to us today and what doesn't? What principle(s) can we still gain from the laws in Leviticus?

a) Mt 15:11,17-20 – What goes into the mouth vs. what comes out.

b) Rom 14:14 – Paul is fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself.

c) Acts 10:9-16 – Peter's vision and God's command to not call anything impure that He has made clean.

"So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God." – 1 Cor. 10:31

2. Ch.16. What is the Day of Atonement? How is the OT description of atonement a shadow of what Christ would accomplish for our sakes in the fullness of time?

a) The one day of the year that all of the sins (known and unknown, intentional and unintentional) of the entire Jewish nation for the entire previous year are confessed and atoned for. On this day each year, the relationship of the Jewish Nation with their Holy God was restored.

b) The NT book of Hebrews (especially Ch.8-10) is a commentary that explains the old covenant in light of the new covenant.

c) Jesus as the great High Priest, the perfect sacrifice, once and for all.

3. Ch.17. Why is the prohibition against eating blood specifically pointed out? Notice that it was applied to Gentile believers as well in Acts 15:19-20.

a) v.10-12. Eating blood is forbidden because blood (the life is in the blood) must be treated with respect.  Only God can create life and God has said that the life of the creature is in the blood.  He has also told us that it is only by blood (the life of the creature) that there can be atonement for sin.

b) Blood is a picture of life.  Jesus' blood is required to atone for sins. Therefore, blood is not to be handled casually.  It is not to be treated disrespectfully.  It is not to be eaten as common food.  Any treating of blood disrespectfully, by not recognizing and acknowledging that it is a picture or shadow of the precious blood of our Savior (redeemer, atoner) Jesus Christ, is to trample under foot the very Person and the only work that is acceptable to God to atone for sins --the work of Jesus' substitute death.

4. Ch.18. A summary of Ch.18 can be made with a cross-reference to 1 Cor. 6:18-20.

"Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body."

5. Ch.19:18. How do we love our neighbor as ourselves?

See Application section above.

6. Ch.20:7-8. How do we consecrate ourselves (or set ourselves apart) for God? What is the difference between consecration and sanctification?

See Application section above.

7. Ch.22:17-25. Why does God demand the best (flawless) from the Israelites (and us) as sacrifice?

To remind them (and us) of God's rightful place in their (and our) lives.

V. Key Verses

Leviticus 15
31 " 'You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling my dwelling place,[1] which is among them.' "

Leviticus 19
18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

Leviticus 20
7 " 'Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. 8 Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy. [2] 


26 You are to be holy to me [3] because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the nations to be my own.

1) 15:31 Or my tabernacle
2) 20:8 Or who sanctifies you; or who sets you apart as holy 
3) 20:26 Or be my holy ones
VI. Additional Material:

Background Info

Molech – The fire-god idol of the Ammonites, worshiped with child-sacrifice and temple prostitutes.

Atonement is sometimes translated as "mercy seat" (place of atonement)

Day of Atonement – Yom Kippur (yom=day)

Kippur/kapar/koper – to pay the ransom by offering a substitute; make reconciliation; purge
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