SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #16

Lesson # 16: Sanctification: Feasts and Redemption

Bible Reference: Leviticus 23 - 27

I. Preface

The first few chapters outline the different holidays the Israelites must adhere to. God dictates when to keep the holidays, how long they last, and what the Israelites are to do during the holiday. The majority of holidays require a time of rest and sacrificial offerings to God. He also often reveals the purpose for each holiday.


In later chapters God commands the Israelites to be kind and merciful to the poor and needy. He then promises the Israelites reward and blessings for obedience, and judgment and punishment for disobedience and pride.


Leviticus ends with God giving very detailed instructions about dedication to the Lord. He specifies the monetary value for each dedication, and also the type of things that can or cannot be dedicated. The Bible also discusses the issue of ransoming as well as tithing.

II. Outline


The Sabbath: The seventh day of each week is set apart for rest and sacred assembly. 


The Passover and Unleavened Bread: The Passover begins on the twilight of the 14th day of the first month of each year. On the 15th day the Feast of Unleavened Bread begins and lasts 7 days. The Israelites must not eat bread with yeast. They must also present a fire offering to the Lord each of the days. On the 1st and 7th day they must hold a sacred assembly and do no work.


Firstfruits: When the Israelites enter Canaan and reap its harvest, each person must bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain they harvest. The priest waves the sheaf on the day after the Sabbath. That day they must also sacrifice a lamb to God. They are not to eat any bread until the day they bring the offering. 


Feast of Weeks: 7 weeks from the day of the Firstfruits, the day after the seventh Sabbath, the Israelites are to present an offering of new grain to the Lord, in addition to sacrificing seven male lambs a year old, one young bull and two rams. This offering is an aroma pleasing to the Lord. Afterwards, they are to sacrifice one male goat for a sin offering and two lambs, each a year old, for a fellowship offering. On that same day they are to hold a sacred assembly and do no work.


Feast of Trumpets: On the first day of the 7th month, the Israelites must do no work, hold a sacred assembly commemorated with trumpet blasts, and present a burnt offering to the Lord. 


Day of Atonement: On the evening of the 9th day of the 7th month to the evening of the 10th day, the Israelites must hold a sacred assembly, fast, do no work, and offer a burnt sacrifice. 


Feast of Tabernacles: From the 15th day of the 7th month to 7 days later, the Israelites were to celebrate to the Lord, present burnt offerings, and live in booths. On the first day a sacred assembly is held, no regular work is done, and choice fruit are to be taken. On the eight day a sacred assembly is held, no regular work is done, and a burnt offering is made.


Oil and Bread Set Before the Lord: Aaron and his sons are to tend the gold lampstand before the Lord continuously and make certain that the lamps are kept burning. Bread is to be set out before the Lord each Sabbath as a remembrance of the lasting covenant between the Lord and the Israelites. Aaron and his sons are to eat it in a holy place. 


Blasphemy and Retribution: An Israelite cursed the Name. God then commanded that anyone who curses God and blasphemes the name of the Lord must be stoned to death by the entire assembly. God then gives the principle of retribution – an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, and a life for a life.


The Sabbath Year: On each seventh year the land is to rest. The Israelites may not sow fields or prune vineyards. They may not reap or harvest wild produces. But whatever the land (meaning the land they had cared for during the past six years) produced was to be eaten.


The Year of Jubilee: On the 10th day of the 7th month of each 50th year, each Israelite is to return to his family property and his own clan. The Sabbath Year commandment also applies for this year. Sold property is to be returned on this year, and sold Israelites are set free. God commands his people to not take advantage of others, to support the poor financially and do not lend him money at interest and sell him food at a profit. God also declares that Israelites may not be sold as slaves, because they are God’s servants, whom he brought out of Egypt. 


Reward for Obedience: God promises the Israelites that if they obey his commandments He will prosper them materialistically, He will give them peace, remove dangerous beasts form the land, give their enemies into their hands, increase their numbers, give them abundant harvest, and dwell and walk among them. God reminds them that he is the Lord who brought them out of Egypt, out of slavery, so that they could walk with heads held high. 


Punishment for Disobedience: God promises the Israelites that if the disobey his commandments, He will bring upon them sudden terror and wasting diseases, He will give their food, freedom, and lives to their enemies, He will make their fields barren, He will afflict them for their sins seven times over, they will eat their children, He will destroy their idol worship, destroy their cities, lay waste their sanctuaries, and scatter them among the nations, and they will perish among the nations. But if they confess of their sins and the sins of their fathers, humble their hearts and pay for their sins, God will remember His covenant with Isaac and Abraham, and remember the land. 


Dedication and Redeeming: God sets the monetary value of dedication for men and women of different ages. God then details the laws concerning dedication and redemption of animals, houses, family land, and fields. God commands that nothing devoted to the Lord may be sold or redeemed, because devotion is much more sacred than dedication. God then commands that every tenth animal is set as a tithe for the Lord.

III. Application


There are several applications of God’s command to keep the various feasts and holidays. God wants His children to keep reminding themselves what He has done for them in the past. God even commanded the Israelites to live in small booths for seven days during the Feast of Tabernacles so they would remember how He had the Israelites live in booths when He brought them out of Egypt. We remember what God has done for us each time we partake of the Bread and Cup, and we should also remember his blessings each Sunday, the Lord’s day. We should also keep a diary detailing each time we experience the Lord. Whenever we look back at our diary we will remember the wonderful things He has done for us. The Bible is basically the diary of God’s children; the Bible reminds us how His children have experienced Him in the past.


The different holidays also serve to remind us that we need special appointed times to come before the Lord wholeheartedly, without having to worry about our daily duties. Conferences, retreats, and Sabbath Sundays function on the same principles as the Old Testament holidays. We abstain from working and worrying about our daily duties, we hold sacred assemblies, and we worship Him and give spiritual incense offerings of prayer (Rev 5:8). In addition, we need a quiet time each day where we come before His presence and concentrate just on Him, forgetting about our work, homework, and other daily activities and obligations. 


God’s commandment to the Israelites to feed and care for the poor reminds us that although we live in a capitalist society, our hearts cannot be corrupted by the greed, pride, and selfishness that often inundates capitalist thought. Although we strive to do our best at school and in work, we must have a heart for those who do not succeed in the big American rat race. We need to humble our hearts and fear God. We should take opportunities to feed the poor and care for the needy. Community service should not be an obligation, but a delight of the Christian walk. Whether we pick up garbage along the freeway, teach kids math in an elementary, play chess with the elderly in a nursing home, or volunteer at a hospital, we are fulfilling God’s command to care for the needy. We cannot blithely excuse ourselves because we “do not have the burden” or “have not felt the calling” to care for the poor. This is not a specific calling, but a general commandment to all Christians, set forth at the beginning of the Church that “we should continue to remember the poor” (Gal 2:10). James tell us that “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world” (James 1:27). 


The Lord’s promise to bless us for obeying his commandments and to punish us for disobeying his commandments is very real today. Today in America many Christians live by what famous theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer called “Greasy Grace”, which lets us live like the Devil but expect to be blessed like the Saints. Although we do live by grace and approach God by grace, the New Testament clearly warns us “do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows” (Gal 6:7). Giving in to sin costs us our spiritual potential, just as Joseph could not have become the second in command of all of Egypt if he had given into Potiphar’s wife, so we too lose possible blessing in our lives every time we give in to sin. 


The Lord’s promise to remember His covenant with Israel if they repented applies to us. When we repent for ourselves, our parents, our families, our church, our city, our state, or our country, God hears us. He may still punish us, but He will forgive us. 

IV. Questions

1. Why must the Israelites rest on each of the appointed holidays?

2. What is so bad about using the Lord’s name in vain? (Lev 24:16)

3. How is pride connected with sin? (Lev 26:14, 19)

4. Why were they punished for the sins of their fathers? (Lev 26:39-40)

V. Important Verses

“There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the Lord.” (Lev 23:3).

“If one of your countrymen becomes poor and is unable to support himself among you, help him as you would an alien or a temporary resident, so he can continue to live among you. Do not take interest of any kind from him, but fear your God, so that your countryman may continue to live among you. You must not lend him money at interest or sell him food at a profit. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God” (Lev 25:35-38).

“If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey my commands, I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the field their fruit… But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, then I will do this to you: I will bring upon you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will destroy your sight and drain away your life” (Lev 26:3-4, 14-16).

“But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their fathers – their treachery against me and their hostility toward me… then when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will remember the land” (Lev 26:40-42).

“The entire tithe of the herd and flock – every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd’s rod – will be holy to the Lord” (Lev 27:32).
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