SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #17

Lesson #17: Pentateuch: The Camp and the Legislation for the People

Bible Reference: Numbers 1 – 9

I. Preface

At Mount Sinai, the Israelites received specific directions for their life-style in the new land God would give to them.  A census was taken and the second Passover was celebrated, marking one year of freedom from slavery in Egypt.  

As a part of their preparations, the Lord gave strict guidelines to the Israelites regarding purity in the camp.  He wanted them to have a life-style distinct from the nations around them.  He wanted them to be a holy people.  In addition, the Lord also provided instructions on how to serve Him.  The Lord has a special plan for each group of people, and in turn, each individual.  But once again, the Lord wanted nothing but purity and holiness from all who serves in His household.

The people were now prepared to continue their journey to the Promised Land.  Just as the Lord prepared the Israelites, He prepares us for our journey through life.

Source: Life Application Study Bible, NIV, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc
.

II. Outline

The Census

· The Lord commanded Moses to take the census of all Israelites, except for the Levites, and count the number of men who are 20 years or older who are able to serve in the army (Numbers 1:1-47).

· Lord instructed Moses that the Levites are to be in charge of the care of the tabernacle and the Testimony (Numbers 1:48-54).

The Arrangement of the Tribal Camps

· The Lord commanded the Israelites through Moses on how to set up their camp around the Tent of Meeting (Numbers 2:1-34).

The Levites

· The Lord commanded Moses to count the Levite males a month old or more, there were 22,000 (Numbers 3:1-39).

· The Lord commanded Moses to put the first-born Levites in place of all the first-born Israelites.  However, because there were 273 more Israelites than the Levites, Moses collected redemption money from the Israelites and give them to Aaron and his sons (Numbers 3:40-51).

The Kohathites, The Gershonites, The Merarites

· The Lord commanded Moses to count and assign Kohathites males between the age 30 to 50 to take care of the most holy things in the Tent of the Meeting (Numbers 4:1-20).

· The Kohathites are commanded to not look at the most holy things, or else they would die (Numbers 4:20).

· The Lord commanded Moses to count assign Gershonites males between the age 30 to 50 to serve at the Tent of the Meeting (Numbers 4:21-28).

· The Lord commanded Moses to count assign Merarites males between the age 30 to 50 to serve at the Tent of the Meeting (Numbers 4:29-33).

· Moses gives a summary of the Levites clan members in this service, a total of 8580 (Numbers 4:34-49).

The Purity of the Camp

· The Lord commanded Moses to send away the unclean from the camp, where the Lord dwells among the Israelites (Numbers 5:1-4).

· The Test for an Unfaithful Wife

· The Lord commanded Moses on when a person sins, how he or she is suppose to pay for the sin (Numbers 5:5-10).

· The Lord commanded Moses that when a man suspects on his wife is unfaithful to him, the man has the right to have the wife tested.  If the wife is found guilty, she will be casted with a barren curse.  If the woman is found not guilty, she is cleared and can have children.  In either case, the man will be innocent, the woman will be held accountable (Numbers 5:11-31).

The Nazirite

· The Lord commanded Moses the instructions for anyone who wants to serve the Lord full time, as a Nazirite (Numbers 6:1-21).

· The Lord told Moses how a priest for the people should bless the people (Numbers 6:22-27).

Offerings at the Dedication of the Tabernacle

· Each of the twelve tribes of Israel came and made an offering at the dedication of the tabernacle (Numbers 7:1-83).

· Moses summarized the total amount of offerings made (Numbers 7:84-89).

Setting Up the Lamps

· The Lord commanded Moses on how to make the lamp stands and setup the lamps, in all, seven lamps were to be set and light the area in front of the lamp stand (Numbers 8:1-4).

· The Setting Apart of the Levites

· The Lord commanded Moses on how to purify a Levite before entering him into service (Numbers 8:5-22).

· The Lord commanded Moses that men 25 years or older can start to assist in the work at the Tent of the Meeting, but at the age 50, they must retire.  They may however, continue to assist but must work no longer (Numbers 8:23-26).

The Passover

· The Lord instructed Moses to have the people celebrate the Passover.  However, some people were unclean, so Moses sought the Lord, and the Lord allowed the unclean to celebrate the Passover in the following month.  The Lord also allowed aliens to celebrate Passover according to the same regulation (Numbers 9:1-14).

The Cloud Above the Tabernacle

· When the tabernacle, the Tent of the Testimony was setup, a cloud also hovered over it.  It looked like fire and it symbolize the Lord's presence.  The cloud drifted from places to places, and where it goes, the camp of the Israelites moved with it.  Whether the cloud settled for days, months, or years, the Israelites followed it and camped according to the Lord's command through Moses (Numbers 9:15-23).

III. Application

· Different people in God's household are called for different services (Numbers 4).

· We must separate ourselves from the sinful habits of this world in order to be a member of the holy priesthood.  We cannot have both the world and God (Matthew 6:24, Numbers 6).

· We must serve the Lord with a pure and holy heart (Numbers 8).

· We need to let the Lord take us from place to place. Whether the location or length of stay, we should always obey God's command and allow Him to take control of our life (Numbers 9).

IV. Q & A

1. Why did the Lord command Moses to separate the Levites from the rest of the camp?

2. What does it mean to be 'place under his standard' (Numbers 2:17)?

3. What is the reason for the Lord exchanging the first-born Israelites with the Levites?

4. Why did God appoint men between the age of 30 to 50 to 'care of the most holy things'?  How old was Jesus when He started ministering?

5. Have you ever wanted to serve as a young brother or sister but don't have the calling from God?  Is there any area (1 Timothy 3) of your life God is refining to make you ready for His service?  Are you actively obeying God's commands in growing as a disciple in those areas?

6. Why did the Lord give men the benefit of the doubt (Numbers 5:31)?

7. What is a Nazirite?

8. The word 'separation' is used number of times in this chapter (Numbers 6:1-21).  As a member of the priestly nation (1 Peter 2:5), what do we need separate ourselves from in our own lives so that we may offer ourselves to God?

9. As a younger brother or sister, what could be our role in the body of Christ in service (Numbers 8:26)?

10. How do we 'purify' or 'cleanse' ourselves before serving the Lord (Numbers 8:6-7, Psalm 51:2-4, 1 John 1:9)?

11. What did Moses do when he was confronted with the questions asked by some of the unclean Israelites who also wanted to celebrate Passover (Numbers 9:8)?

12. Did you have any period in your life where you felt you were stuck in the same environment for a long time (Numbers 9:19)?  Looking back, did God help you grow or had a purpose for you during that period of time?

V. Important Verses

"The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace."  Numbers 6:24-26

At the LORD's command they encamped, and at the LORD's command they set out. They obeyed the LORD's order, in accordance with his command through Moses.  Numbers 9:23
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