SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #18

Lesson 18: Pentateuch: Disaffection on the Journey

Bible Reference: Numbers 10 – 15

I. Preface
As the Israelites approached the Promised Land, Moses sent leaders to spy out the land and its people.  But the spies returned with a discouraging report.  Only Joshua and Caleb wanted to proceed, but the Israelites had already made up their minds and begin to complain.  As punishment for their lack of faith, God condemned them to wander in the desert for 40 years.

The Israelites were prevented from entering the Promised Land because of their unbelief.  Throughout history, God’s people have continued to struggle with lack of faith.  We must prevent unbelief from gaining a foothold in our lives, for it will keep us from enjoying the blessing that God has promised.

Source: Life Application Study Bible, NIV, Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.

II. Outline

The Silver Trumpets

· The Lord commanded Moses on making two silver trumpets, and use the  different sounds to assemble the Israelites for different purposes  (Numbers 10:1-10).

The Israelites Leave Sinai
· The cloud of the Lord above the Tent moved, and the Israelites set out for the first time from the Desert of Sinai to the Desert of Paran.  Each tribe, one by one, set out in order (Numbers 10:11-28).

· Moses' father-in-law wasn't an Israelite, so Moses convinced him to travel with the Israelite for God will be gracious to the Israelites and those who traveled with them (Numbers 10:29-32).

· Moses praised and called on God whenever the ark set out, and the people followed the ark (Numbers 10:33-36).

Fire From the LORD

· The Israelites complained about their hardship, when the Lord heard it He cast a fire upon the people.  When the people cried to Moses for help, Moses interceded for the people, and fire died down (Numbers 11:1-3).

· The Israelites complained about the absence of meat in their diet, they were eating the manna all the time (Numbers 11:4-9).

· Moses pleaded with the Lord about his dealing with the people, and asked the Lord to alleviate his burden as the people are getting difficult (Numbers 11:10-15).

· The Lord answered by granting the Spirit on 70 other elders to help Moses carry the people (Numbers 11:16-17).

· The Lord told Moses to tell the people that there will be meat.  But Moses questioned God's ability to bring food to the mass number of people.  The Lord told Moses to see for himself.  Moses then obeyed the Lord's orders, and so 70 elders received the Spirit.  The Spirit even rested on a couple of elders who failed to show up after they were called.  This stirred up some complaints from Joshua, but Moses questioned the motive of the complaint and argued that if anything, people would be better off if the Spirit is placed on everyone (Numbers 11:18-30).

· The Lord cast a wind and brought a vast number of quail from the sea to the land to be consumed by the people.  However, while they were still eating, the Lord struck them with a plague and all who craved for meat died (Numbers 11:31-35).

Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses

· Aaron and Miriam, Moses' brother and sister respectively, started to complain about why God only speak through Moses (Moses was a man more humble than anyone else on earth).  God told all three that He speaks to Moses for Moses is faithful in all of God's commands.  Then, God punished Miriam and Aaron and turned Miriam leprous (Numbers 12:1-10).

· Aaron pleaded to Moses and Moses interceded for Miriam and asked the Lord to heal her.  God punished her for seven days and during this time, Miriam was confined outside of the camp (Numbers 12:11-16).

Exploring Canaan

· The Lord commanded Moses to send a man from each of the twelve tribes to explore the promised land of Canaan, for the Lord is giving this land to the Israelites (Numbers 13:1-20).

· The party set out and explored the land for 40 days (Numbers 13:21-25).

Report on the Exploration

· The explorers came back after 40 days, and gave a report to all the people.  Caleb and Joshua, 2 of the 12 who went, reported that the land flows with milk and honey.  Though there are strong inhabitants, Caleb proposed that because the Lord is with the people, Israelites should embark on taking over the land.  However, at this time, the other 10 people who went became fearful, and they gave bad report about the land, telling the people that the Israelites are no match for the inhabitants who will crush the little Israelites (Numbers 13:26-33).

The People Rebel
· Israelites rested on their fear and complained about the challenges in trying to enter Canaan (Numbers 14:1-4).

· Joshua and Caleb tried to take the fear out of the people by reminding them the Lord's promise (Numbers 14:5-9).

· The people ignored Joshua and Caleb, and wanted to stone them.  The Lord became angry and wanted to punish the people.  However, Moses interceded and pleaded with the Lord that punishing the people now will not be Glorifying to His name (Numbers 14:10-16).

· The Lord granted mercy to the people and instead of punishing them immediately He decided to punish them by keeping them in the desert for 40 years.  At the end, no one except for Joshua and Caleb will enter the Promised Land (Numbers 14:17-35).

· The men who made the false report are struck down by the Lord (Numbers 14:36-38).
· The Israelites realized that they have sinned, but instead of obeying the Lord by staying in the desert, they decided to go into the Promised Land thinking that they would follow the original plan.  However, the Lord is no longer with them and they were defeated by the Canaanites (Numbers 14:39-45).

Supplementary Offerings

· The Lord gave instructions for making an offering to please the Lord (Numbers 15:1-21).

Offerings for Unintentional Sins

· The Lord gave instructions for making an offering for unintentional sins (Numbers 15:22-31).

The Sabbath-Breaker Put to Death

· A man collected wood on Sabbath and was stoned to death (Numbers 15:32-36).

Tassels on Garments

· The Lord instructed the Israelites to make tassels on garments in order to remember the Lord's commands (Numbers 15:37-41).

III. Application

· We shouldn't just complain about our surrounding environments, but rather, understand what is the Lord's will, and ask Him for help in accomplishing His will (Numbers 11).

· God has different way of revealing Himself to different saints.  We should check our heart for the Lord first when we see other brothers or sisters has a more intimate relationship with the Lord (Numbers 12).

· We should actively seek out Lord's will and details that involves our role (Numbers 13).

· We should not testify falsely (Numbers 13).

· Do not doubt the Lord's might, power, or what He has promised (Numbers 14).

· God is merciful and God is always consistent in doing things that will glorify His name (Numbers 14:10-35).

· When the Lord gives us an opportunity of a life time, we must not delay it, we must act within the lifetime of that opportunity (Numbers 14:5-9, Numbers 14:41-45).

IV. Q & A

1. What sin did the Israelites commit (Numbers 11:1, Numbers 11:4)?

2. What is the difference in the nature of the complaints between the people and Moses (Numbers 11:4-6, Numbers 11:11-15)?

3. How did Lord answer each (Numbers 11:1, Numbers 11:16-17)?

4. What is interesting about the 'Spirit' recorded in this chapter (Numbers 11:17, Numbers 11:25)?  What do you think this Spirit is, how is it different from the Holy Spirit in the New Testament time?

5. What was the real reason Miriam and Aaron are talking against Moses (Numbers 12:1-2)?

6. How does the Lord communicate to those who are humble and faithful (Numbers 12:3, Numbers 12:8)?

7. Why did some of the men made a bad report (Numbers 13:31-33)?

8. What part of God's personality can we find as he decided not to punish the Israelites immediately, but rather have them wait out the 40 years (Numbers 14:10-35)?

9. Do you have any personal experience in trying to 'make up' for disobeying God, but it seems like the time has past, what were the results (Numbers 14:41-45)?

V. Important Verses

If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us.  Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them."

Numbers 14:8-9
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