SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #19

Lesson #19: "Pentateuch": Interruption of the Journey

Bible Reference: Numbers 16-19

I. Preface

Sin of the Levites and Its Aftermath: After some of the Levites rebelled against Moses and Aaron and were destroyed along with their followers by the Lord as a part of His affirmation of Moses and Aaron, the Levites were proclaimed to be the representatives of the sons of Israel who would receive the consequences for guilt and who should receive provision for their service through the sacrifices of the people.

II. Outline

Ch. 16 – The Rebellion

v.1-35 - When Korah, Dathan and Abiram led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron which was designed to exalt themselves, the Lord confirmed Moses and Aaron by judging all of those in the rebellion with destruction through an earthquake and fire.

v.36-40 –The Lord orders Eleazar the priest, son of Aaron, to take the censers (fire pans) of those who had been judged and to hammer them into a plating for the altar as a reminder that only the descendants of Aaron were to come near to burn incense before the Lord.

v.41-50 – Murmuring and plague. When on the next day the people accused Moses and Aaron of having caused the death of the Lord's people, the glory of the Lord appeared at the tent of meeting and began to judge the people with a plague, but Aaron made atonement for the people to stop the plague, which had killed 14,700 additional people.

Ch. 17 – The Budding of Aaron's Staff

The Lord confirms the tribe of Levi through the budding of Aaron's rod as a means of putting down the rebellions.

v.1-10 – The test of the staffs. The Lord confirmed Aaron as a means to putting an end to the grumbling by having all of the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel present a rod to Moses with their names on it, and then causing Aaron's rod alone to blossom and produce ripe almonds and keeping it as a sign before the testimony against the rebels.

v.11-13 – The response of panic. The people panicked that they were all going to perish.

Ch. 18 – Duties of Priests and Levites

As a remedy for the Israelites' fear of judgment the Lord told Aaron that he and his sons shall bear the guilt in connection with the sanctuary in the future and then prescribed a proportional means by which He would provide for their service as well as the Levites who assisted them through one tenth of the offerings of the sons of Israel to the Lord.

v.1-7 – The remedy for the panic. The Lord tells Aaron that he and his sons (the priesthood) shall bear the guilt in connection with the sanctuary in the future and that although their brothers (the Levites) may assist them, only the priests may come near the inside of the sanctuary (the furnishing and the altar) lest they die.

v.8-19 – The priestly fees. The Lord gave the priests a portion of the offerings of the sons of Israel.

v.20-24 – Reward for the Levites: The Lord announced to Aaron that he would have no inheritance in their land, but the Lord shall be their portion and the tithe from the sons of Israel shall be the Lord's provision for the Levites who shall represent the sons of Israel at the tent of meeting.

v.25-31 – A Tenth of the Tithe. The Lord told Moses that the Levites were to take a tenth of the tithe offered to them and to offer the best of it to the Lord. They would be able to enjoy the rest as their compensation for service.

Ch. 19 – The Water of Cleansing

Laws on Cleansing—Purification from Contamination by a Corpse: When someone or something is defiled by coming into contact with a corpse, they can become clean again by being sprinkled on the third and seventh days with a mixture of water and ashes (with cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet) from a red cow who was slain and wholly burnt outside of the camp, lest they defile the tabernacle and thus need to be cut off.

v.1-13 – The red cow (heifer).

v.14-22 – Purification by sprinkling.

III. Application

Accept the position that God has given you.

Ch. 16. Those who rebel against God will face the consequences

God had given Korah and the other Levites an honorable position in Israel. But Korah was unsatisfied with the position God had given him. 

What positions has God given you- in your family, your school/work, your ministry? Are you filling these positions to the best of your abilities and thankfully serving Him?

Discuss the authority structures God has placed in your life. Are you showing proper respect to these authorities?

Your tithe supports the work of people who serve God

Ch. 18.God still takes care of the physical needs of His servants today. He does this primarily through the tithes and gifts of His people.

Have you made giving to the Lord’s servants a priority in your budget?

After you tithe a portion of your money to the Lord, you may use the rest as you choose. But you should not do anything with the remainder of your money that would dishonor God. Use all your money to the glory of God.

Ask yourself this week – Have I given a portion of my money to the Lord? Am I glorifying Him with the remainder of it?

IV. Q&A

1. Ch.16. What was Korah's sin?

Korah and his companions were rebelling against God by rebelling against the authority structure He had set up in Moses and Aaron.

2. Ch.16. When a believer rebelliously sins, God will hammer out the consequences of that sin, so His people will see the consequences and remember that God punishes the sin of rebellion. Think of an example from your own life. How has your experience benefited others? Have you been willing to teach them from your mistakes? Remember that God can work all things for the good of those who love Him. (Romans 8:28) Share how your life is a testimony of this!

3. Ch.17. God appointed the spiritual leaders in the nation of Israel. He continues to make spiritual leaders in His Church today. In Acts 20:28, Paul told the elders of the church of Ephesus that the Holy Spirit had made them overseers. God made them spiritual leaders; it was up to the church to recognize them as such. Discuss how we are to recognize God’s chosen leaders in the church today.

4. Ch.19. What was the significance of the "red heifer"? What was the process of the sacrifice? How does Hebrews 9:13-14 relate to this passage?

The heifer was slaughtered and burned outside the camp. The ashes of the red heifer were then kept in a container in a clean place outside the camp. When anyone or anything was defiled, ashes were mixed in a vessel with running water. This water was sprinkled on the unclean person or object)

Hebrews 9:13-14 tells us that Christ is the fulfillment of the Old Testament sacrifices, including the red heifer sacrifice, because His sacrificial death can cleanse even our consciences from sin.

5. What other types or shadows do you notice in these chapters?

Ch.16. Discuss how Moses and Aaron are types of Christ as they intercede for the people. Aaron as High Priest is a type of Christ as our High Priest. Moses as mediator is a type of Christ as the only mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5).

Ch.16. Aaron standing between the dead and the living is a picture of our Lord Jesus as High Priest. If you are believer, you have been delivered from the dead and are now in the company of the living, because of Christ’s atoning work on the cross. Thank the Lord that He stands between the dead and the living.

Ch.19. The red heifer sacrifice purified the unclean people in Israel. This chapter pictures the truth that God is holy. What is unclean and defiled must be judged. But God in His grace has provided a way of purification. Today, our sins are forgiven and we are cleansed when we accept the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. Still, as Christians we need constant cleansing from the defilement of sin. Discuss the ways for Christians to be purified today. Refer to Ephesians 5:26, 2 Corinthians 7:1, and 1 John 1:7.

V. Key Verses

Numbers 16
11 It is against the LORD that you and all your followers have banded together. Who is Aaron that you should grumble against him?"

Numbers 18
20 The LORD said to Aaron, "You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the Israelites.

21 "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.

VI. Additional Material

Background Info

Censer – A small portable vessel of metal fitted to receive burning coals from the altar, and on which the incense for burning was sprinkled. The only distinct precepts regarding the use of the censer are found in Leviticus 16:12 and in Numbers 4:14.

Heifer – A young, female cow, slightly older than a calf. Red heifers, with reddish-brown hair are a rare breed.
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