SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #20

Lesson #20: “Continuation of the Journey”
Bible Reference: Numbers 20-36

I. PREFACE
Now that we’ve read through Genesis, Exodus, and are finishing up the third book of the Pentateuch this week, lets briefly review in broad terms what each book represents. 

Genesis tells us of the will of God.

Exodus tells us of the work of God.

Leviticus tells us of the way of God.

Numbers tells us of the walk of God.

Deuteronomy tells us of the word of God.
(Stephen Kaung’s God Has Spoken In…: Volume 1:)

Hopefully as we’ve read Genesis and Exodus, we’ve been able to experience the will and the work of our God. This week’s reading covers the latter half of the book of Numbers—chapters 20 through 36. To set the scene…

After dwelling in the wilderness for the last 38 years, the Israelites finally continue their journey into the land of Canaan. From chapter 20 of Numbers through 36, the last chapter, the Israelites encounter many physically struggles that have underlying spiritual consequences 

II. OUTLINE [Matthew Henry]

CHAPTER 20 
The death of Miriam, ver. 1. 

The fetching of water out of the rock, in which observe, 
1. The distress Israel was in, for want of water, ver. 2. 

2. Their discontent and murmuring in that distress, ver. 3-5. 

3. God's pity and power engaged for their supply with water out of the rock, ver. 6-9. 

4. The infirmity of Moses and Aaron upon this occasion, ver. 10, 11. 

5. God's displeasure against them, ver. 12, 13.

The negotiation with the Edomites. 
The death of Aaron the high priest upon Mount Hor, the instalment of Eleazar

in his room, and the people's mourning for him, ver. 22

CHAPTER 21 
The defeat of Arad the Canaanite, ver. 1-3. 
The chastisement of the people with fiery serpents for their murmurings, and the relief granted them upon their submission by a brazen serpent, ver. 4-9. 
The celebrated conquest of Sihon king of the Amorites (ver. 21-32), and of Og king of Bashan (ver. 33-35), and possession taken of their land.

CHAPTER 22
Balak's fear of Israel, and the plot he had to get them cursed, ver. 1-4. 
The embassy he sent to Balaam, a conjurer, to fetch him for that purpose, and the disappointment he met with in the first embassy, ver. 5-14. 

Balaam's coming to him upon his second message, ver. 15-21. 

The opposition Balaam met with by the way, ver. 22-35. 

The interview at length between Balak and Balaam, ver. 36
CHAPTER 23

The first attempt to curse Israel. 
1. The preparation made for it by sacrifice, ver. 1-3. 
2. The contrary instruction God gave Balaam, ver. 4, 5. 
3. The blessing Balaam was compelled to pronounce upon Israel, instead of a curse, ver. 7-10. 
4. The great disappointment of Balak, ver. 11, 12. 
The second attempt, in the same manner made, and in the same manner frustrated, ver. 13-26. Preparations made for a third attempt (ver. 27-30), the issue of which we have in the next chapter.

CHAPTER 24

What the blessing was into which that intended curse was turned, ver. 1-9. 

How Balak dismissed Balaam from his service thereupon, ver. 10-13. 
The predictions Balaam left behind him concerning Israel, and some of the neighbouring nations, ver. 14
CHAPTER 25
The sin of Israel; they were enticed by the daughters of Moab both to whoredom and to idolatry, ver. 1-3. 
The punishment of this sin by the hand of the magistrate (ver. 4, 5) and by the immediate hand of God, ver. 9. 
The pious zeal of Phinehas in slaying Zimri and Cozbi, two impudent sinners, ver. 6, 8, 14, 15. God's commendation of the zeal of Phinehas, ver. 10-13. 
Enmity put between the Israelites and the Midianites, their tempters, as at first between the woman and the serpent, ver. 16
CHAPTER 26

A register of the families and numbers of each tribe (ver. 5-50), and the sum total, ver. 51. 
Direction given to divide the land among them, ver. 52-56. 
The families and numbers of the Levites by themselves, ver. 57-62. 
Notice taken of the fulfilling of the threatening in the death of all those that were first numbered, ver. 63-65), and to this there seems to have been a special regard in the taking and keeping of this account.

CHAPTER 27

The case of Zelophehad's daughters determined, ver. 1-11. 

Notice given to Moses of his death approaching, ver. 12-14. 

Provision made of a successor in the government, 

CHAPTER 28

Offerings: 
Daily, ver. 3-8. Weekly, ver. 9, 10. Monthly, ver. 11-15. 

Yearly. 
At the passover, ver. 16-25. 

At pentecost, ver. 26-31. 

CHAPTER 29

In the feast of trumpets on the first day of that month, ver. 1-6. 

In the day of atonement on the tenth day, ver. 7-11. 
In the feast of tabernacles on the fifteenth day and the seven days following, ver. 12-38. And then the conclusion of these ordinances, ver. 39, 40.

CHAPTER 30

Here is a general rule laid down that all vows must be carefully performed, ver. 1, 2. Some particular exceptions to this rule. 
That the vows of daughters should not be binding unless allowed by the father, ver. 3-5. Nor, The vows of wives unless allowed by the husband, ver. 6
CHAPTER 31

A divine command for the war, ver. 1, 2. 
The undertaking of the war, ver. 3-6. 
The glorious success of it, ver. 7-12. 
Their triumphant return from the war. 
1. The respect Moses paid to the soldiers, ver. 13. 
2. The rebuke he gave them for sparing the women, ver. 14-18. 
3. The directions he gave them for the purifying of themselves and their effects, ver. 19-24. 
4. The distribution of the spoil they had taken, one half to the soldiers, the other to the congregation, and a tribute to the Lord out of each, ver. 25-47. 
5. The free-will offering of the officers, ver. 48
CHAPTER 32
The humble request of the tribes of Reuben and Gad for an inheritance on that side Jordan where Israel now lay encamped, ver. 1-5. 
Moses's misinterpretation of their request, ver. 6-15. 
Their explication of it, and stating it aright, ver. 16-19. 
The grant of their petition under the provisos and limitations which they themselves proposed, ver. 20
CHAPTER 33
A particular account of the removals and encampments of the children of Israel, from their escape out of Egypt to their entrance into Canaan, forty-two in all, with some remarkable events that happened at some of those places, ver. 1-49. 
A strict command given them to drive out all the inhabitants of the land of Canaan, which they were not going to conquer and take possession of, ver. 50-56. So that the former part of the chapter looks back upon their march through the wilderness, the latter looks forward to their settlement in Canaan.

CHAPTER 34
Concerning the bounds and borders of the land of Canaan, ver. 1-15. 
Concerning the division and distribution of it to the tribes of Israel, ver. 16
CHAPTER 35
Forty-eight cities were to be assigned them, with their suburbs, some in every tribe, ver. 1-8. 
Six cities out of these were to be for cities of refuge, for any man that killed another unawares, ver. 9-15. In the law concerning these observe, 
1. In what case sanctuary was not allowed, namely, that of wilful murder, ver. 16-21. 

2. In what cases it was allowed, ver. 22-24. 
3. What was the law concerning those that took shelter in these cities of refuge, ver. 25
CHAPTER 36
An inconvenience is suggested, in case they should marry into any other tribe, ver. 1-4. 
It is prevented by a divine appointment that they should marry in their own tribe and family (ver. 5-7), and this is settled for a rule in like cases (ver. 8, 9); and they did marry accordingly to some of their own relations (ver. 10-12), and with this the book concludes, ver. 13.

 III. APPLICATION

Discontent to Desire.


Even though the Israelites have been paying the price for the discontent and distrusts of their predecessors, they still gathered together against Moses and Aaron and said “Why have you brought the Lord’s assembly into this wilderness, for us and our beasts to die here?” [Numbers 20.4] This sounds like an all too familiar cry from the mouths of a people that take for granted the presence of the Lord. While we have the advantage of hindsight to realize the mistakes of the Israelites, we must also examine ourselves to see what grumblings we have before the Lord. Instead of complaining before the Lord when we are in the desert of our lives, we should turn our thirst for worldly amenities into a thirst, a desire, for our Lord—to use our circumstances as opportunities for God to take us into a closer relationship with himself, one where no outward circumstance can shake.

Sticks and Stones


The story of Balaam and his talking donkey [Numbers 22-25] is arguably the most well-known story in this section. Balak the son of Zippor mistakenly believed that words from the mouth of man could harm those whom God hadn’t cursed [Numbers 22.6]. Instead, it is apparent from this story that God is the only one that holds our life in His hands. He is the one in command and in total control. Regardless of the criticism or attacks we face, whether from the world or sometimes even our own brothers and sisters, the Lord is steadfast and certain and our desire should be to please Him only.

Just Enemies


The friendship of the wicked is more dangerous than their enmity; for none can prevail against God's people if they are not overcome by their inbred lusts; nor can any enchantment hurt them, but the enticements of worldly interests and pleasures. Here is the sin of Israel, to which they are enticed by the daughters of Moab and Midian. [Matthew Henry] [Numbers 25]. This is a problem that is prevalent in our society today. We’ve become too friendly and comfortable in our enemy’s house. We need to reexamine the cleanliness of our hearts—in a sense, we need to sweep the floor to rid our heart [which should be the dwelling of our Lord] of all unclean things of the flesh. Are there things in our hearts that we refuse to give up which are preventing us from total consecration to our Lord? If so, let us submit all things under the refining fire of the Spirit.
IV. STUDY QUESTIONS

1. Do we complain before the Lord about our current circumstances? If so, what should we do to avoid this stumbling block in our Christian walk? [Numbers 20.1-5, 21.5]
2. Why do you think there is an additional offering on the Sabbath on top of the continual burnt offering? What does the Lord ask of us on the Sabbath? [Numbers 28.10]
3. The tribes of Reuben and Gad requested an inheritance on the east of Jordan [Numbers 32.1-5]. In our present time this represents how many seek their own things more than the things of Jesus Christ; and are led by worldly interests and advantages to take up short of the heavenly Canaan. Do we have the same request as the Reubenites and Gadites?
4. The men appointed to divide the land are so sure of victory and success because God fought for them—so sure that people were named to be intrusted with the dividing of the land. [Numbers 34.16-29] Are we on God’s side? If yes, do we feel this assurance of total victory in our daily walk with God?
5. All our intentions and inclinations ought to be subjected to the will of God, when that is made known to us, and especially in contracting marriage. Although the word of God allows affection and preference in this important relation, it does not sanction that foolish, ungovernable, and idolatrous passion, which cares not what may be the end; but in defiance of authority, determines upon self-gratification. [Numbers 36.5-12]. Ought not every true believer in Jesus, to be very attentive in the near and tender relations of life, to be united only to such as are united to the Lord? [Matthew Henry]
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