SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #21

Lesson #21:Oration of Moses by the river Jordan: story of wanderings and preparation to enter Canaan.

Bible Reference: Deuteronomy 1-9

I. Preface

Deuteronomy: In Greek is “Second law” or “repetition of the law”.  It is the same law but presented again and expounded, in anticipation of—and with applications to—settled life in Canaan, the Promised Land.  God presents His law to the people again not because He needs the repetition, but it is for His people’s sake.  We are often hard of hearing or we choose to hear only what we want to hear.  So out of the love of a father, very often in the Bible we will find Him saying things twice to His children.

Now, not only is this a restatement of the Law, the book of Deuteronomy is also a formal treaty between God and the people of Israel.  

This book is so important that every king of the nation of Israel was commanded to copy this book by himself and to read it every day as long as he lived. Every seventh year at the Feast of Tabernacle, this book was read and explained to the people. Deuteronomy is also quoted a number of times in the New Testament.

II. Outline

	Deuteronomy 1-3


	From Sinai(Horeb) to the Jordan(A summary of Numbers 1-33)
· Command to leave Horeb 

· Appointment of Leaders

· Spies sent to Kadesh Barnea

· Rebellion of the Israelites

· Wandering in desert

· Defeat of Sihon King of Heshbon

· Defeat of Og King of Bashan

· Division of land east of Jordan

· Moses prohibited to enter the Promised Land



	Deuteronomy 4-5


	Command to cling to God’s word 

· Preserve the word of God

· Keep them and do them

· The Israelites are reminded that this covenant is made between God and them and not just between God and their forefathers.



	Deuteronomy 6


	The Great Commandment (v.5): Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

The conditions of entering the Promised Land are clearly explained here.



	Deuteronomy 7


	Driving out the nations: The people of Israel are commanded to drive out the nations in the lands the Lord’s given them, no exceptions. You are a people holy to the Lord your God.  The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. (v6)



	Deuteronomy 8 


	Do not forget the Lord: The Israelites are reminded of how the Lord has cared for them and blessed them during the exodus and the forty years in the desert.  They are warned to not forget His laws, decrees and His goodness.



	Deuteronomy 9


	Not because of Israel’s righteousness: The Israelites are reminded that it is not for the sake of their righteousness that the Lord drives out the nations before them.  But that it is because God is righteous, that He drives out the evil and idol worship nations to fulfill the promise to their forefathers.

Israel’s persistent rebellion: Moses reminded the people of their past history of disobedience and the consequences from those incidences.




III. Applications

Obedience 

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live 

and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. Deuteronomy 8:1

This verse tells us to obey God’s commandments.  We do this by obeying God with:

1) Our heart:  
By loving Him more than any relationship, activity, achievement, or possession.

2) Our will: 
By committing ourselves completely to Him

3) Our mind:
By seeking to know him and His Word, so His principles and values form the foundation of all we think and do.

4) Our Body:
By recognizing that our strengths, talents and body are given to us by God to be used for pleasure and fulfillment according to His rules, not ours.

5) Our Finances:
By deciding that all of the resources we have ultimately come from God, and that we are to be managers of them and not owners.

6) Our future:
By deciding to make service to God and man the main purpose of our life’s work.


IV. Questions:

1. What does chapter 1-3 say about what God is like (His character)?

2. Why is it so important to cling to God’s words?  Do you have certain verses that you find to be helpful to you in times of trouble? (Chapter 4, 5)

3. What does it mean to love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our strength in today’s world? Is it possible?(Chapter 6:5)

4. How can a loving God command His people to kill and completely destroy these “other nations”? (Chapter 7)

5. Do not forget the Lord.  Have there been times when you felt as if you were suffering and stuck in a bottomless pit, yet because you remembered the Lord, you were delivered from your sufferings? (Chapter8)

6. Have you ever found yourself complaining to God because you thought you had the right to be blessed or delivered from your troubles (Chapter9)?  

7. What are some ways to help remind ourselves that the reason God helps us is not because of our righteousness?

V. Key verses

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. Deuteronomy 6:5

But if from there you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and all your soul. Deuteronomy 4:29

…I the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.  Deuteronomy 5:9-10

…Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.  Deuteronomy 8:3

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live 

and increase and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. Deuteronomy 8:1

VI. Map
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