SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

 Lesson #22

Lesson #22：Repeat the Laws from God

Bible Reference: Deuteronomy 10-26

Preface:

The Lord repeats his laws to the Israelites. He teaches them how to conduct every aspect of their lives, from raising animals and offering sacrifices, to building houses and judging murders. First, God re-inscribes the Ten Commandments on stone tablets for Moses since the first set was broken. Then the rest of the chapters are detailed laws for the Israelites to follow. 


Both before and after the telling of the laws, God mentions the importance of keeping and following all of the laws. Though the Old Testament laws of sacrifices and burnt offerings don’t apply to us, the application of keeping the New Testament law of loving God first and loving one another (John 13:34) holds true. Jesus promises numerous times how loving God and keeping His commands go hand in hand. “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.” (John 14:15)

Outline:
I. 10:1-7 The ten commandments are given to Moses again

II. 10:8-22 The majesty of God spoken

“For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lord, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God…” vs. 17

III. 11:1-32 Obedience versus Disobedience towards God

a. Obedience: 11:13-15

b. Disobedience: 11:16-17

IV. 12:1-14:29 Statutes and judgments to be observed in the land

a. Where/what to bring to God as offerings

b. What to do with idolaters

c. What may/may not be eaten

V. 15:1-16:22 Sabbatic year and the feasts

a. Every seven years there is a remission of debts granted

i. Any brother (non-foreigner) is set free from any debt

ii. Slaves are allowed to go free if they so desire

b. Passover, Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Booths, and Feast of Weeks (chapter 16)

VI. 17:1-18:22 The portion for the Levites

The Levites didn’t have a portion in the inheritance with Israel, so there are other promises of how the people have to give to the Levites

VII. 19:1-25:19 More laws given on how the Israelites are to judge and to conduct themselves

a. How to deal with murders/murderers

b. How to deal with thieves, your neighbor’s property, etc.

c. Marriages/divorces

d. Who is not allowed inside the assembly

e. How to treat a servant

f. How to judge fairly when there is a dispute

VIII. 26:1-19 Offering of first fruits

Applications:

1. The Lord’s words should always be on our hearts and we should be ready and willing to obey, regardless of our circumstances or surroundings. A lot of this passage in Deuteronomy (Deut. 11:18-23) is very familiar to us because it is also taught in the New Testament (see John 14:15, 23, 15:10; I Cor. 7:19b; I John 1:5, 3:24, 5:2). 

2. Through the laws and judgments given to the Israelites, God clearly defines what is right and wrong. Those who follow His law are blessed, and those who don’t are not blessed. Everything is very black and white in God’s eyes. Our society makes things out to be gray, so we need to pray to find out what God desires and to see how God views the issues we face, instead of being swayed by what the world tells us from one day to the next.

Questions/Answers:

1. (Review) Deut. 10:21 “He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome things for you which your eyes have seen.” What are the great and awesome things God has done for the Israelites that they should be praising God for? List seven events where God has worked miracles for the Israelites.

2. Why is the punishment so severe for prophets and dreamers that lead the people away from God? God commands them in Deut. 13:10 “So you shall stone him to death because he has sought to seduce you from the Lord your God.” What does this commandment show us about the nature of God? 

3. Why were there so many detailed laws and rules laid out for the Israelites? What was the purpose? Why did God demand these things from them, and not from us today? What do the Passover Feast, Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Weeks, and Feast of Booths each represent (chapter 16)?

4. How are the Levites different than the other tribes of Israel? How does this relate to us today?

Important Verses:

1. Deut. 11: 13-20 (Keep God’s commandments)

“It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which I am commanding you today, to love the Lord our God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your soul, that He will give … (lists many blessings)” (vs. 13)

2. Deut. 26:16-19 (Keep God’s commandments)

“This day the Lord your God commands you to do these statutes and ordinances. You shall therefore be careful to do them with all your hear and with all your soul.” (vs. 16)
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