SCA Bible Study: Pentateuch

      Lesson #23

Lesson #23: On Mount Ebal: Stating the Path to Blessings or Curses

Bible Reference: Deuteronomy 27-34

I. Preface: 

God made a covenant with the new generation at the plain of Moab by the side of the Jordan River. It is the Moabic Covenant, a covenant of law and mercy. The law is still there. It is repeated, but the people are now under the mercy of God. They have already shown their unfaithfulness; they have been disciplined, and the mercy of god has brought the new generation to the border of the Promise Land. By His mercy He was going to bring them into the Promise Land, but on condition that they obey God. Obedience is the key.

God demanded obedience from the people, and if they obeyed, they could enter into the land, possess it, and continue to live in it. But if they should disobey, if they should break the covenant of law and mercy, God would discipline them. Yet, when you come to chapter 30 God said ,”I will circumcise your heart.” After I have scattered you all over the world, if you turn back to ME, I will circumcise your heart and cause you to love Me and keep My Word. My Word is not far from you. You do not need to go to heaven to bring it down, nor do you need to go to the bottom of the earth to bring it up. It is in your mouth and it is in your heart. This is a prophecy of the new covenant. Even in that covenant of law and mercy, God had already promised them the covenant of grace. 

After the covenant was made, God told Moses to write a song to testify against the children of Israel and also to testify of the faithfulness of God. Following that is the blessing of Moses in chapter 33. Before Moses died, he blessed every tribe of the children of Israel. Moses blessed them as he saw the sovereign grace of God, the assignment, the arrangement of God concerning these twelve tribes and what would happen to them in the land. They were there representing God’s chosen people, being a testimony to the greatness of God. That is the blessing of Moses. His song warns us, but the blessing encourages us.

Today, we thank God, even though we know we are unfaithful, yet our God is so faithful, and whatever He has planned, He will bring it to pass. It is not hard to obey today because we have the life of the obedient Son is us. It is true, for us to obey is difficult. Within us, that is in our flesh, there is always a rebellion there. We rebel against anything and everything that is of God. That is human nature; but thank God, we have the life of the Son in us and the life of the Son is a life of obedience. If we love God, obedience is a pleasure, a delight.

This is Deuteronomy. It actually sums up all the four preceding books and pushes it up to a higher level, that we may learn to hear Him, to love Him and to obey Him, that we may enjoy the land. [Stephen Kaung]
II. Outline: What God will do for Israel 27:1 – 34:12

I. Alter on Mount Ebal: a monument to be erected on Mount Ebal on which they were to write the words of the law [27:1-8]


A. Admonition to keep the law [27:9-10]

B. People to be divided into two groups with one on Mount Ebal and the other on Mount Gerizim [27:11-13]
C. Levites pronounce curses on those who do not keep the law, and the people agree [27:14-26]
D. Blessings for obedience [28:1-14]

E. Curses for disobedience [28:15-68]
II. Establishing the Covenant in Canaan [29:1 - 30:20]
A. Necessity of obedience [29:1-9] 
B. The congregation of Israel to affirm the covenant [29:10-15]
C. The wrath of God will be poured out on idolatry [29:16-28]
D. Secret things belong to God, revealed things belong to man [29:29]
E. Mercy to the penitent [30:1-10]
F. Covenant not too hard to understand [30:11-14]
G. Death and life set before them [30:15-20]
III. Change in leadership [31:1 - 34:12]
A. Assurance of victory [31:1-6] 
B. Moses gives charge to Joshua before all Israel [31:7-8] 
C. Written law delivered to the priests [31:9-13] 
D. Moses and Joshua called before Jehovah [31:14-21] 
E. Moses wrote song and a copy of the law [31:22-27] 
F. Elders gathered to hear the song of Moses [31:28-30] 
IV. The song of Moses [32:1-43] 
A. Still another exhortation to fidelity to the law [32:44-46]
B. Moses sent to Nebo to see the land and die [32:47-52] 
V. The death of Moses [33:1 - 34:12] 
A. Moses blesses the tribes [33:1-29]
B. Israel mourns the death of Moses [34:1-8] 
C. Joshua replaces Moses [34:9] 
D. Moses is praised [34:10-12] 
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III. Practical Application
1. Obedience – “Obey the Lord your God and follow His commands and decrees.” Deuteronomy 27:10

2. Love – “The Lord you God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love Him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.” Deuteronomy 30:6

3. Faith – “All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God.” Deuteronomy 28:2

IV. Questions
1.  What does is mean to be cursed? [Deuteronomy 27:15-26] Since we’re still blessed today, does that mean we’re still cursed? Why are there only 14 verses of blessing but 54 verses of cursing in chapter 28? 

2.  How many times does it say “be strong and courageous, do not be afraid” in chapter 31? How can we be reminded or encouraged by this saying? When do we have the opportunity to be strong and courageous today? Who do we turn to first when we are afraid?

3.  What happened to Moses due to his act of disobedience at the waters of Meribah Kadesh? [Deuteronomy 32:48-52] How does the Lord deal with us today for our disobedience? Is there a difference? If yes, why?

V. Important Verses
1.  The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever. Deuteronomy 29:29
2.  For I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. Deuteronomy 30:16

3.  Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Deuteronomy 31:6

4.  Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out. Then all the people shall say, “Amen!” Deuteronomy 27:26

PAGE  
Page 3 of 3

