SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #1

Notes to Job
1. Chronologically speaking, the book of Job is commonly acknowledged as the most ancient literature in the whole bible.  The exact time is unknown, but it is generally considered to be at the same time as Abraham, during the Patriarchal Age.
2. Being the oldest book of the Old Testament and included in the Hebrew sacred canon, yet Job has no mentioning of the Law of Moses or the origin of Israel.  The story of Job, a man outside of Israel, shows that God’s purpose and interest is concerned with the mankind as a whole, not just a nation.  For there is no partiality with God (Rom 2:11).
3. The book of Job is listed among the poetic books of the Bible, because the majority of the text is written as poems (except the first two chapters, chapter 42:7-17, and several fragments that are prose).  Therefore, just like reading the Psalms, this book would require us to approach it by our hearts, not just logics or sentiments.  In fact, in our own experiences we can really sympathize with what Job says because he has spoken the condition of our hearts.
4. Job is generally regarded as a book for inquiring into the age-old questions of sin and suffering.  However, it would require us to look into the entire Bible, not just the book of Job, in order to find the answers.  Thus, it is rather important that today we can study the book of Job from a new testament’s perspective.
5. Other scripture references regarding Job:
Old Testament: Ezekiel 14:14, 14:20.

New Testament: James 5:11.
I. Bible References

Job 1-3
II. Preface
The first three chapters of Job gives the basic information regarding Job’s life, the severe tests and affliction that Job went through, and the first reaction from Job in front of his three friends.  This portion of the scripture also discloses what was going on in the realm of the invisible that affected Job’s life.
III. Outline

A. Job’s Life before the Storm (Job 1:1–5)
· … a man whose name was Job …the greatest man among all the people of the East.
1. From verse 1, what can we learn of Job’s characters?  Note: the same description is repeated two more times in Chapter 2 and 3, that even God Himself testified this for Job.

2. From this portion of the scripture, what can we learn of Job’s personal knowledge of God?  Note: he is not a non-believer, nor a newly believed.
*.
This short passage here does not give us much information of Job’s life before his trials.  Refer to Chapter 29 for a more complete picture of Job’s character and his relationship with God.
B. Job’s First Test (Job 1:6-22)
· At the beginning of verse 6, it is suddenly moved away from the earth to a different scene.
1. From verse 8, what more can we learn of the person Job through God’s testimony?  Note here: who is asking the question first?  Keep this in mind as we proceed to the rest of the lesson passage.
2. What is the significance that Satan, being the enemy of God, still has to come to God’s presence, and can not harm Job without God’s permission?  What is the central point of Satan’s accusation?  In other words, what does it suggest of Job’s condition, Job’s relationship w/ God, and God’s dealing w/ Job?
3. From verse 20-22, what more can we learn of Job’s characters and his knowledge of God?
C. Job’s Second Test (Job 2:1-10)
· Satan, being silenced after Job’s first test, persisted in attacking and accusing Job as the opportunity arose.
1. What do you think of God’s question to Satan?  Does God really not know Job’s conditions?  What could be God’s intention in presenting and dealing with His servant?  (These questions are not to be answered at the moment, but to be considered through the study of this book.)
2. Again, what is the central point of Satan’s attack and accusation?
3. Job did not sin with his lips.  What more can we learn of Job’s characters and his knowledge of God through his response?  Is it true that suffering and trials can reveal our real condition before God?
D. Job’s Three Friends (Job 2:11-13)
· These are not common friends, but Job’s best friends!
1. What do you think of Job’s friends’ attitude of showing friendship to Job?  What is the teaching of the Bible concerning our attitude towards brothers and sisters who are in affliction and suffering?
*.
Concerning Job’s physical and mental sufferings, refer to not only the verses in Chapters 2, but also the following: 3:24, 7:4-5; 19:13-20; 30:17, 30, etc.
E. Job Speaking of His Grief (Job 3:1-26)
· Being faithful and holding fast to his integrity, Job eventually gave in to his grief and cursed his own birth before the sympathy of his friends.
1. There is one thing that Job is seeking at the moment.  What are our natural reactions towards sufferings?

2. Up to this point now, we can say that Job had entered into a different stage of experience, that he started to reflect upon what he had been through.  His speech in Chapter 3 exposed what now are filled in his heart.  Can we discover them in these three sections: 2-10, 11-19, and 20-26?
3. From the chapters we have read so far, can we find what was that Job feared and dreaded of as mentioned in verse 25?  Do you have similar experiences?  How is it different from Job’s “fearing God” as mentioned in the beginning?
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