SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #2


I. Bible References

Job 4-21

II. Preface

1. Being an outcast due to his disease, Job was deserted by all men, even his family.  He was alone until his three friends showed up.  They came to sympathize with and comfort Job. 

2. In chapter 3, what we can find a sincere expression of Job’s heart.  The condition of his soul was exposed as all his possessions, wealth, status, family, relationship, physical health, and anything that he can rely upon or can be used for his protection, all have been taken away.  It is the natural reaction of the human being to seek comfort, relief, and security in suffering and hardship.  However, there is also the danger of falling into a state of self-pity.
3. The attacks of the enemy started from the outermost and worked towards the center.  In the example of Job, it is evident that it is now Job’s self being touched and scrutinized.
III. Outline

A. First Round of Debate between Job and His Friends (Job 4-14)
· Eliphaz’s statement (Job 4-5)

Being the first to speak to Job, Eliphaz’s speech set the tone and the base of reasoning for the following debates.

1. Can we find the basis of Eliphaz’s reasoning in this portion of the scripture?  (Hint: 4:7-8; 5:6-7)  It is true he had the desire to help Job?  What did he perceive of Job’s situation and what does he suggest?
2. What kind of personality or characters can we find about Eliphaz?  Are these personality characteristics the reason why Eliphaz was so assertive with his opinions?  (see 5:27)  
· Job’s response to Eliphaz (Job 6-7)

The words of Eliphaz surely had stirred up Job as we can find at the beginning of his response.  It seems that, in these two Chapters, Job is still seeking similar things as in Chapter 3.  However, he is facing a new challenge now and he feels he has been wronged. (see 6:24)
3. How does Job counter what Eliphaz suggests?
· Bildad’s statement (Job 8)

Based on the same reasoning as Eliphaz (see 8:11), Bildad presented his assessments.
4. What did Bildad emphasize (see 8:8-10)?  Is his suggestion in 8:4 fair to Job?  What kind of personal traits tends to lead into this kind of situation?
· Job’s response to Bildad (Job 9-10)
We can tell from Job’s response that  Bildad’s words  surely had hurt and incited Job to counter Bildad with his knowledge.
5. What does Job acknowledge in his response about God?  What does Job proclaim about himself?
** Job is facing a great dilemma in these 2 chapters: why do bad things happen to good people?  We know that God is a loving and righteous God, and that he is in control of everything.  And He will surely reward the good and punish the evil.  Everything that occurs in life happens with God’s approval (Job 1:21; 2:10).  If Job is a blameless and upright man before God’s eyes (Job 1:8), why does God allow these things to happen to him?
· Zophar’s statement (Job 11)

Again, similar to the reasoning as Eliphaz (see 11:14), Zophar started with reproving Job’s speech and made direct and sweeping statements.
6. What does Zophar exhort Job to do?  What makes Zophar’s language so blunt and full of authority?
· Job’s response to Zophar (Job 12-14)

Zophar’s speech apparently helped nothing as it caused Job to say even more.
7. What did Job say to counter Zophar’s statements?  (12:1-6; 13:1-12, etc.)  Was Job’s inner condition further exposed in his speech?
B. Second Round of Debate between Job and His Friends (Job 15-21)

· In the second round of the debate, all three friends of Job did not make any comparison between godly/ungodly, good/wicked, righteous/evil, etc.  Instead, they only spoke of the consequence of the wicked.  Of course, they were referring to Job as being wicked.
1. Throughout the responses Job made, what does he steadfastly proclaim about himself?  What does he also wish for?

2. After these first two rounds of debate between Job and his friends, how do you think Job feels? What was Job expecting from his friends? What did Job receive from his friend instead? (See 6:14-15, 16:2-5)
Is there anything fundamentally wrong with the 3 friends’ statement?  Did their statements apply to Job?  Why or why not?
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