SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #3


I. Bible References

Job 22-37

II. Preface

1. Between Chapter 4 and 21, Job went through a painful experience.  To Job, the words of his friends did not bring any comfort, but caused even more suffering to his soul.  As shown in his lengthy speeches, Job responded strongly to his friends.  In doing so, it revealed what is truly hidden in his heart.  In other words, the condition of his soul was further manifested through the expressions of his emotion, mind, and will.
2. Although Job’s soul is in such a turmoil and agitated state under the pressing words of his friends, there are still verses showing his sincere desire towards God (see 14:13-14; 19:25-27, etc.; some can also be found in the following chapters).  It proves that God truly knew His servant Job would not turn away from Him, even under such circumstances.  This is part of the reason why at the end God did not rebuke Job of his speeches, even though in many places it seemed that Job was complaining and almost to the point of condemning God.
III. Outline

A. Third Round of Debate between Job and His Friends (Job 22-28)
· Eliphaz’s statement and Job’s response (Job 22-24)

Eliphaz accused Job of sins without direct proof (v. 5-9), then he resorted back to his cause/effect-good/evil arguments.

1. Eliphaz revealed an essential weakness in his statement: he judged Job according to what he saw (22:10-11) happening to Job.   How did Job counter what Eliphaz said (see Ch. 21 also)?  Is it true that we often look at things from the outward appearance?  How can we avoid the same kind of mistakes as Eliphaz’s? 
· Bildad’s statement and Job’s response (Job 25-26)

Bildad made a very short statement concerning the great difference between God and man.  He actually repeated what Job had said before (cf. 9:2 and 25:4), and thus provided no further light into the situation.
2. Both Bildad and Eliphaz mentioned the greatness and transcendence of God, as well as the insignificance and sinfulness of men (see 4:17-19; 15:14-16; 22:12-14; 25:2-6).  The statement of course is true, but is their perception of God correct?  How does God look at the people of this world?  Did Job have the same kind of perception toward God? (see Chap. 23)
· Zophar was silenced, and Job got to speak more.
3. Unlike his friends, Job was not narrow-minded in a single explanation and indeed possessed greater knowledge towards God and had more keen observations than his friends.  However, did all of his assets and his intensive searching within himself help him get out of this crisis?  What can we learn from Job’s experience so far?
B. Job’s Closing Statement (Job 29-31)
· Although ineffective in bringing Job out of his misery or convincing him of any wrong doings, the words of Job’s friends have greatly touched Job himself.  It seems now that Job could not help but keep on speaking.  Consequently, what was secretly and deeply hidden in his heart was revealed.
1. Read carefully Chapter 29 again, can we imagine what kind of person Job was?  Is this kind of statement suitable for any person we know?  What can we sense of the condition of Job’s heart in this chapter?
2. Read Chapter 30 and 31.  Was there a significant tone change from 29 to 30, as well as from 30 to 31?  Again, what can we sense of the condition of Job’s heart from these chapters?
C. Elihu’s Remarks (Job 32-37)
31:40b is a significant turning point in the book of Job: “The words of Job are ended”.  Finally Job had come to the end of his own struggle, and his self is completely uncovered before men.  However, before God can appear to Job, He used another instrument to prepare the way for Him, and that instrument is Elihu.

1. What did Elihu depend on when he introduced himself and proceeded to speak?  (see 32:8; 18; 33:4)  Although he started with anger, what was his attitude toward Job and his friends in 32 and 33?  Moreover, what is the significance of Elihu’s statement in Chapter 33 concerning how God deals with mankind?

2. Chapter 36 is another very important chapter.  What can we learn of the meaning of suffering and affliction from Elihu’s statement?

3. Continued on to Chapter 37, what more can we learn of God’s characters, works, and actions?
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