SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #4


I. Bible References

Job 38-42

II. Preface

1. The importance of Elihu’s statement is that he was speaking from God’s perspective.  Two of the important points he mentioned are a) that God, being a speaking God, takes interest in all mankind (Chapter 33), and b) the educational discipline of God (Chapter 36).  Both points are important for understanding the purpose of God in suffering.

2. The conclusion of Elihu’s speech takes us back to the fundamental point that we should have a fear of God in knowing His greatness and awesomeness.

III. Outline

A. The Lord Spoke to Job in the Whirlwind (Job 38:1-40:2)
· Amazingly, although Job was full of questions, God did not answer any of them or give an explanation for what had happened to him.  Instead, He answered Job by asking Job even more questions.

1. Do you think Job was surprised to see that God appeared to him in a whirlwind?  Why would God use this kind of setting?
2. How did God correct Job’s attitude in His speech?
3. Why did God challenge Job with by speaking of natural phenomena and wonders?  What can God’s creation teach us about the character of God?
Additional optional question: 
4. What is the difference between the counsel and the purpose of God?
B. Job’s First Response (Job 40:3-5)

40:4 in some translations is rendered as “Behold, I am vile …” (King James) or “Behold, I am nought …” (Darby).
1. What do you think is now filled in Job’s heart?  Did Job finally get to see his true self?  Compare Job’s experience with other saints’ experiences in the Bible when they saw God (e.g. Isaiah, Moses, and Apostle John).
C. The Lord Spoke to Job the Second Time (Job 40:6-41:34)

In the second speech, God proposed a challenge to Job (40:10-14); then He spoke of two kinds of beasts.

1. Why would God make this challenge to Job?  
2. What are the two beasts God speaks of?  What are the characteristics of these two animals?  What was God saying with these two creatures? Were these used as a portrait of Job himself?  
3. What more can we learn of God’s character?

D. Job’s Second Response (Job 42:1-6)

Job’s confession gives us a crucial look into the final stage he had arrived at.

1. Did Job finally recognize his position before God and give God His rightful place?  What made him repent and despise himself?  What is the difference between “… My ears had heard of you” and ”…now my eyes have seen you.”?
Additional optional question: 
2. Concerning Christian experience, how can we reach true brokenness?
E. Epilogue (Job 42:7-17)

God was angry with Job’s three friends, but through the prayer of Job, they were forgiven.  After all that Job had gone through, God gave him twice as much as he had before.  Job lived rest of his life in peace and prosperity.
1. In review, what did Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar say that was wrong? What can we learn from their mistakes?
2. Job received twice what he had lost.  What does this tell us about God?  How can this encourage us?
IV:
Conclusions

1. After studying the Book of Job, what lessons can we take from Job?  Do we see a purpose to Job’s suffering?  How can we apply that to our life today?

2. What do we learn about God’s judgment, discipline, justice, and righteousness from the story of Job?  
3. Through the light of the New Testament, what does Job’s story teach us about ourselves? (James 5:11, As you know, we consider blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job's perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.)
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