
Psalms:

· Hebrew:  Tehillim, which means "Praises in shine and glory”
· Greek:  Psalmos (plural, Psalmoi), which meant "a poem to be sung to a stringed instrument."

Structure

They are in five groups, the end of each group being marked by a doxology, or special ascription of praise to God.   These doxologies are not integral to the psalms at the end of which they occur, but are simply appended to mark off the group divisions.  The whole collection spans about 600 years!
	
	Chapters
	Key Author
	Pentateuch
	Collector

	Book 1
	1-41
	David
	Genesis
	David & Solomon

	Book 2
	42-72
	Korahites
	Exodus
	Korahites

	Book 3
	73-89
	Asaph
	Leviticus
	Hezekiah

	Book 4
	90-106
	Moses & anonymous
	Numbers
	Ezra & Hehemiah

	Book 5
	107-150
	David & anonymous
	Deuteronomy
	Ezra & Nehemiah


· 41:13: Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Amen and Amen. 

· 72:17: This concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse. 

· 89:52: Praise be to the LORD forever! Amen and Amen. 

· 106:48 Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  Let all the people say, "Amen!"  Praise the LORD. 

· 150:6: Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.  Praise the LORD. 

1. By themes:

	
	Chapters
	Themes

	Book 1
	1-41
	Willing of God - God’s desire to have man as His dwelling place

	Book 2
	42-72
	Work of God – God’s deliverance of man’s deep repentance, cry-out and longing for God and renewal of the God’s presence.

	Book 3
	73-89
	Way of God - God’s holiness to His own people (discipline) and to the world (judgment and destruction)

	Book 4
	90-106
	Walk o God - The time when unrest and wandering will cease in the coming kingdom when the nations shall bow to the King of Kings.

	Book 5
	107-150
	Word of God - The deliverance by God’s own Word and faithfulness


2. By the history of Israel

	
	Chapters
	Theme

	Book 1
	3-41
	David’s conflict with Saul

	Book 2
	42-72
	David’s kingship

	Book 3
	73-89
	The Assyrian crisis

	Book 4
	90-106
	Introspection about the destruction of the temple and the Exile

	Book 5
	107-145
	Praise and Reflection on the Return and the new era

	Book 6
	146-150
	Climatic praise to God


3. By authors or prefixes
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Psalms with titles without any name
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Hallelujsh Psalms

Psalmms or Songs of Degrees

Psa 1,2, 10, 33,43,71, 91,93, 94,
95,96,97,99,104, 105, 107, 114,
115,116, 117, 118, 119, 134,137

Psa 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,11,12,13,14,
15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22,23,24,
25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,34,35,
36,37,38,39,40,41,51,52,63,54,
55,56,57,58,59,60,61,62,63,64,
65,68,69,70,86, 101, 103, 108,
109, 110, 112,124, 131, 133,138,
139, 140, 141,142, 143, 144,145

Psa 72,127

Psa 42,44, 45, 46,47, 48,49, 64,
85,87

Psa 50,73,74,75,76,77,78,79,
80,81,82,83

Psa. 88

Psa. 89

Psa 90

ASong or Psalm, 66. APsalm or
Song, 67. APsalm or Song for the
Sabbath day, 92. A Psalm or Song,
98. APsalm or Song, 100. A
Prayer ofthe Afflicted, 102

Psa. 106, 109, 112, 113, 135, 146,
147, 148, 149, 150

Psa 120, 121,123, 125, 126,128,
129,130, 132,134

GRAND TOTAL

12

10




Special subjects in Psalms
1. Songs of Degrees: PS 120 – 134. 
2. Messiah Psalms: 2; 8; 16; 21; 22; 23; 24; 40; 41; 45; 46; 47; 48; 68; 69; 72; 87; 89; 102; 110; 118. 
3. Hallelujah Psalms: 106, 111, 112, 113, 135, 146-150
4. Imprecatory Psalms: 35, 58, 69, 83, 109, 137

5. Zion Psalms: 87, 122, 132

The purpose
John Calvin describes the Psalms as, “‘An anatomy of all the parts of the soul;’ for there is not an emotion of which any one can be conscious that is not here represented as in a mirror. Or rather, the Holy Spirit has here drawn to the life all the grieves, sorrows, fears, doubts, hopes, cares, perplexities, in short, all the distracting emotions with which the minds of men are wont to be agitated.”

Final words – you and the Lord
1. Can you echo at least one of Psalms that be your memoir in the Lord?
2. Can you echo at least one of Psalms that be your own personal praise to the Lord?

3. Can you echo at least one of Psalms that be the sacred sharing between you and the Lord?

