SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #6


Psalm Book 1 – The Will of God

I. Bible References

Psalms 1–41
II. Preface

God’s will is evident in the Bible, as well as in our own personal lives.  But even so, it is often difficult to define what exactly God’s will is.  This week, we will review examples of God’s will from Genesis, as well as a comparison of two ways of man in Psalm 1 – a way of man that is in accordance with God’s will, and a way of man that is not.
III. Outline

A. Review of Genesis
· We can see God’s will from the very beginning when God created the world.  We also see it at work through God’s interaction with His people.
1. Describe the “will of God” in your own words.  Is there a difference between God’s will and His purpose?

2. Often times, the terms “perfect” will and “permissive” will are used.  What do these terms mean?  Is it an accurate description of God’s will?

3. What was God’s will in creating man?  In whose image did God create man?
4. How did Adam and Eve respond to God’s will for them?  By eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, were Adam and Eve defying and / or changing the will of God?  Why or why not?
5. How did God demonstrate His will through His interaction with Abraham?  (Gen 12:1–3)  Give other examples of God’s will from Genesis.

6. How can we discern what God’s will is?

B. Psalm Book 1 Overview

· Overview
1. Theme: Will of God
a) The will of God is man; God desires to have man as His dwelling place.

2. Written by David

3. Throughout David’s life, he faced much sufferings and trials.  In many instances, David sought out the will of God in His life.
C. Psalm 1

· Psalm 1 speaks of two ways of man: the way of righteousness (Psalm 1:1–3) and the way of the wicked (Psalm 1:4-5).
1. Compare and contrast the two ways of man.  What are their characteristics?  What does God find pleasing, and what does God dislike?
2. What is the fate of each type of man?
· God’s will for us is to live righteously.  One significant component of this way of righteousness is a desire for God’s law.
3. What is the law of the Lord?  What are some examples of the law of the Lord?   What is important about the law of the Lord?  
4. What does it mean to “delight in the law of the Lord” (verse 2)?
5. Is it possible to meditate on the Lord’s law day and night?  How can we practically do this?

D. Application

· Memorize Psalm 1.  Meditate on this chapter in the following week.  Be prepared to share about it next week.
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