SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #8


Book 2 – God’s Work and Redemption
I. Bible References

Psalms 42–72
II. Preface


In the preface, you should summarize all the main points from the lesson.  Be brief.  The key aspect of the preface is to take the big picture view of the lesson.  Ideally, a Bible study leader would use this section to begin and end the meeting.  It should help us step back from all the small details of the section and put all that we learn in the bigger context.
III. Outline

A. Review of Exodus

· Review how God led the Israelites out of Egypt.  

1. What did they do (if anything) to deserve this redemption?

2. How were the Israelites brought out?  What do you think about this: explainable natural phenomenon?  The hand of God?  Both?

· Review how God led the Israelites through the desert wilderness.

3. What guided them by day?  And what guided them by night?  How was this significant?

4. Recall some instances where the Israelites grumbled.  What were some of their concerns?  How did God answer those grumblings?  Do these same things concern us today?

· God’s pattern on the mount.

5. Recall God’s instructions for building the tabernacle.  Did they tend to be more specific instructions or just general guidelines?
6. Does God have specific instructions for our lives, or just general guidelines?  Maybe both?
B. Psalm Book 2 Overview

· Overview

1. Theme: God’s Work and Redemption
2. Written by the sons of Korah

a) Review Korah’s rebellion (Numbers 16).  How did Korah and his followers sin?  What was the result?
b) From Numbers 26:11, we can see that Korah’s sons did not join in the rebellion with him, but witnessed the tragedy that befell him.  This resulted in an utmost sense of repentance and a longing for the living God.
c) As we read Psalm book 2, perhaps we can read from the perspective of the sons of Korah, and see God’s redemption at work.
C. Psalm 42

· Psalm 42 ebbs and flows between a downcast soul and remembrances of things that lifts up the soul.
1. From this Psalm, what are some things that cause our soul to despair?
2. In comparison, what are some things that the writer puts his trust in?  What are some things that can lift us up from the depths of despair?

3. Have we encountered similar situations in our lives?  How has God brought us through?

D. Application

· Take one item from today’s lesson in which we can take comfort in the Lord in difficult times.  Write it down.  Review it throughout the week as we encounter difficulties.  Be prepared to share about it next week.
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