SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #10


Psalm Book 3 – The Way of God

I. Bible References

Psalms 73-89
II. Preface

Similar to Book 1 of Psalms that spoke of God’s will being evident but also difficult to discern, the same can be attributed to God’s way.  We see in Leviticus how God’s way includes many laws and regulations, but we also see in the New Testament that God’s way is the way of grace as well.  This week we will review how the Lord laid out His will to the Levites through laws and regulations and worship at the tabernacle.  Then we will follow Psalm 73 through the Psalmist’s progression as he begins to understand God’s way.

III. Outline

A. Review of Leviticus
· Leviticus covers not only the special duties of the Levites, but also the service of worship at the tabernacle.  The laws and regulations for worship at the tabernacle, instructions on ceremonial cleanness, moral laws, holy days, the Sabbath year and Year of Jubilee may seem lengthy and detailed, but all these details describe the particular way of God.  
1. What is the difference between God’s will and His way?

2. What are some of the special duties that the Levites had to perform?  
3. What kind of service had to be performed for the worship at the tabernacle?

4. How do all these laws, regulations, instructions work into our understanding of the way of God?
5. How would you describe God’s standards of worship and daily living from the book of Leviticus?

6. The Lord Jesus became our full sacrifice so we no longer need to have all the various offerings.  Right after all the description of the sacrifices, offerings and portion for the priests, what need happened next?  What’s the significance of this act?
B. Psalm Book 3 Overview

· Overview
1. Theme: Way of God
a) The way of God-to His own people (discipline) and to the world (judgment and destruction)
2. Written by Asaph, collected by Hezekiah
3. Written during the Assyrian crisis
C. Psalm 73
· Psalm 73 speaks of the destiny of the wicked and the destiny and struggles of the Godly. 
1. Read through Psalm 73 and take note of the Psalmist’s attitude from the beginning to the end.
2. What type of struggles does he experience (v2-16)?
3. In the end, what does he conclude will happen to the wicked? Which verse points this out?
4. Contrast your answer from 3) to what he concludes will be his ultimate destiny as a believer. 
· God’s way is many times above our understanding and additionally our understanding of God’s will can be a reflection of our relationship with Him.
5. What is the difference between Asaph’s understanding of the Lord (23-24) and the non-believer’s (v11-12)?
6. What does Asaph mean when he says in v17 “till I entered the sanctuary of God,” how do you think he was able to do this?
7. How can we enter the Lord’s sanctuary and to share in the revelation that also came to Asaph so that we can have the same attitude (v12-28)?
D. Application

· Memorize Psalm 73.  Meditate on this chapter in the following week.  Be prepared to share about it next week.
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