SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #11

Book 3 – The Way of God: Devotional Sharing
I. Bible References

Psalms 73-89
II. Outline

A. Application to our life through the different phases the Psalmist experiences through Psalms 73-89

B. Psalm 73

· 73:1  
The psalmist from the school of Asaph begins with reminding himself that God is good to those pure in heart.

· 73:2-16  
Those who are evil seem to be prosperous, living in security, ease and wealth, having no consideration of God.  The psalmist’s heart is troubled, feeling envious and frustration for maintaining his purity (vs. 14).  He almost stumbles and has trouble understanding how bad people get away with being bad.

· 73:17-20
As the psalmist comes before the sanctuary of God, he sees the situation from God’s perspective.  He sees the true end for those who are do evil with no consideration of God.    

· 73:21-28
The psalmist describes himself when he lacks understanding and how after seeing the true end for those who are wicked, in his heart rises a stronger desire for God.

· Questions

1. Have you ever been envious of those who seem to get away with being wicked?  Have you ever identified yourself with the psalmist in vs. 13: “Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure, and washed my hands in innocence…” when you compared yourself with others who seem to be happy doing evil?  

2. What type of questions do you have when you observe the world and society that we live in today?  How do you answer those type of questions from friends who are unbelievers?

3. When the psalmist talks about coming into the sanctuary of God to get an answer, what does he mean?  How do you come into the sanctuary of God?

C. Psalm 74-76

· 74:7 ; Enemies of the nation of Israel have destroyed the land and defiled the sanctuary of God.  

· 74:12-23; The psalmist pleads for God to remember His people and vindicate His people for Himself.

· 75:2-10; God is the Judge, He humbles the proud and exalts the righteous.

· 76:8-10; God is powerful and almighty in His judgment, so that even the wrath of man praises Him.

· 76:11; Because He is to be feared, keep and fulfill your vows before God.

· Questions

1. Is it right for us to judge others, even if it seems that those we judge are opposing God?  What does vindicate mean?

2. Do you think God has given you good judgment?

3. How are you preparing for God’s judgment?

D. Psalm 77
· 77:1-9;The psalmist is troubled and lies awake at night.

· 77:5-20; through chapter 78.  Instead of remaining depressed, the psalmist meditates on God’s ways through Israel’s history.  

· Questions

1. Check out 77:13 – how does the psalmist describe God’s ways?

2. Do you ever question why God does what He does?  What is your usual “first response” to His ways?

3. When is it most difficult for you to praise God?  Is there a time when praise is inappropriate?

E. Psalms 79-89
· 79; The psalmist acknowledges that God is behind the suffering of the people because of their unfaithfulness and sin (see chapter 78).  This is a prayer for help that was also sung.

· 80:7; A plea for God to restore the people.

· 80:18-19; The psalmist desires for God’s salvation as well as to return to Him.

· 81:11-16; This psalm is mostly written as a dialogue of God speaking to His people; God speaks His heart desire for His people to return to Him.

· 82; The psalmist describes the ways of human judges and thus calls for God to rise and be the judge.

· 83; A prayer for God to deal with the enemies of the nation of Israel, that all may know His Name

· 84; A personal prayer, full of experience and longing regarding true worship

· 85; Prayer for God’s mercy; a description of His way of salvation and loving kindness.

· 86:11; Psalm of David; David’s prayer for God to teach him His ways, especially in the time of trouble.

· 87; A song regarding the city which God loves.

· 88; A song and petition to God for salvation from deep affliction, death and darkness.  Alludes to the suffering of Christ.

· 89; A song of praise to the faithfulness of God to His servants, His people and to David.

· Questions
1. We are often used to asking God to help us in our own personal needs.  Have you ever asked God to help/save someone on behalf of the other person?  Or how about on behalf of an entire group of people?

2. What have you learned now about God’s ways that would cause you to plead for mercy or ask for judgment on the enemy?  How do you describe or see yourself when you’re (a) pleading for mercy and (b) asking for judgment on the enemy?
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