SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #12


Psalm Book 4 – The Walk of God
I. Bible References

Psalms 90-106
II. Preface

The Israelites struggled in the desert for 40 years.  They constantly sinned, repented, and sinned again.  God judged them for their actions, but He also had mercy on them and watched over their journeys.  Book 4 speaks of this walk and how we can practically live out our lives despite our shortcomings.

III. Outline

A. Review of Numbers
· Numbers is a continuation from Leviticus, where the Levitical laws and regulations were recorded on Mount Sinai.  From there, the Israelites wander through the desert for 38 years until they approach the Jordan and prepare to enter into the Promised Land.  
1. Why did God require the Israelites to wander in the desert?  Why did God not permit them to enter directly into Canaan?

2. Recall some of the difficulties the Israelites had.  What were some common things that the Israelites complained about?

· Numbers 11, 20

· Numbers 12, 16

· Numbers 14, 25

a) Did the Israelites have valid complaints?
b) How did God respond to their complaints?

c) How do these things compare with our present day problems?  Do we still complain about the same things?  How should we address these issues?

B. Psalm Book 4 Overview

· Overview
1. Theme: Walk of God
a) Life is tragic because of our sin.  (Psalm 90).  

b) But we should be thankful because we have protection and security in God (Psalm 91).

c) This protection is only because of God’s loving-kindness towards us (Psalm 106).  And because of God’s loving-kindness we can enter into God’s inheritance.

2. Written by Moses
C. Psalm 90
· Psalm 90 is a prayer of Moses.  It begins by recognizing God’s sovereignty, continues in acknowledging man’s shortcomings, and ends with a plea to God’s unfailing love.  

1. What does it mean that the Lord is our dwelling place?  (vs. 1)  How is this important in our walks with God?
2. Man’s acknowledged sins result in God’s anger.  How does Moses respond to God’s anger?  To what does Moses appeal?  What can we learn from this?
3. What does it mean to number our days? (vs. 12)  How can we practically do this?

4. Read verse 15.  How can we practically live this verse out?

D. Application

· Take a moment to consider our current walk with God.  Is there something in our lives that is holding us back?  Is there some sin that we can’t let go of?  Is there some suffering in our lives that distracts us from our daily walk with God?  This week, as we encounter difficulties, consider how we can trust in God’s loving-kindness and re-dedicate our walks with God. 
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