SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #14


Psalm Book 5 – The Word of God
I. Bible References

Psalms 107-150
II. Preface

Book 5 speaks of the Word of God, or in other words, the Law of God.  This book parallels Deuteronomy, which is a straight-forward book:

· Recaps God’s loving-kindness to the Israelites from their Exodus from Egypt and throughout their journeys.  

· Reviews the laws of God, and their blessings and curses

· Asks us to make a choice

When it speaks of the Word of God, it begins with the Love of God.  

III. Outline

A. Review of Deuteronomy
·  Deuteronomy 6:5-6 “Love the Lord your God with al your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.”
· Deuteronomy 30:19-20 “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.”
1. What’s love got to do with obeying God’s commandments?  Isn’t it enough to tell them, “these are the laws, these are the pros and cons – now choose?”

2. Does this affect how we view God’s commandments?  In what ways?

3. How is God’s loving-kindness evident in our lives?  Give examples.
4. What are God’s commandments to us today?  List practical, every-day examples.

5. How can we connect God’s loving-kindness towards us with our daily obedience to God?

B. Psalm Book 5 Overview

· Overview
1. Theme: Word of God
2. Notable chapter: Psalm 119

a) Focus is on devotion to the word of God

C. Psalm 107
· Psalm 107 is all about God’s loving-kindness.  It begins and ends with God’s love.  It describes several difficult conditions that men may fall in, and when they turn back to God, God’s loving-kindness is there.  Note the repetitive structure 
· Problem

· Deliverance
· “Let them give thanks to the Lord…”
1. List the difference circumstances that this Psalm describes.  Some of these may not seem very applicable to us (i.e. prisoners in iron chains), but can we see similar or analogous difficulties in our lives?
2. How did God respond in each circumstance?

3. What are the ways in which we are to respond?
4. How can we take these lessons learned and apply it in our daily lives?

D. Application

· Read Psalm 119 this week.  Consider the Psalmists’ attitude towards the word of God.  Do we feel this way?  Why or why not?  Considering the lessons learned this week, how can we have a similar attitude towards God’s word?
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