SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #15

Book 5 – Word of God: Devotional Sharing – Refinement and Maturity
I. Bible References

Psalms 107-150
II. Preface

In book five of Psalms we see many times how the Lord refines us (sometimes painfully) and how maturity comes to those to love and follow the Lord through the words of the Psalmists.

III. Outline

A. Psalm 107: 10-42

· Describe how the Lord refined His people

B. Psalm 111: 5, 10

· What does fearing the Lord have to do with God’s rewards and/or wisdom? How do we come to fear the Lord?

C. Psalm 113:7-9

· What does the Lord change in these people’s lives?  How does He raise them up/settle them where they are now joyous?

D. Psalm118: 8-12: Here the Psalmist is describing how he cut himself off from the world.  

· What do we do now to separate ourselves as believers?  

· What more can we do?  

· What does it mean to separate ourselves and cut off the world?  (i.e. does it mean we do not interact with non-believers, have non-believer friends?)

E. Psalm 118:17-18 the Lord’s discipline may be hard but the Psalmist still recognizes that the Lord still give him his live and is thankful.
· Do we praise the Lord when He “chastens” us?  Why or why not?  

· Can you remember a time when this happened?

F. Psalm 119:  The “Word” of God is emphasized

· Identify 3 occasions when the importance of God’s Word (precepts, decrees, etc.) is emphasized.  Compare how the Psalmist speaks of the Word and your attitude towards the Word.  What is similar/different?

The Song of Ascents, Psalm 120-135

In theses Psalms we see how the Psalmist matures and goes from focusing on his woes, and singular desires to those of the church and then to who the Lord is and desiring only after the Lord and His will.  We see him mature through these Psalms.

G. Psalm 120-121:  
· What is the Psalmist most concerned about here?  
· How can you tell what his focus is on?

H. Psalm 122-123: 

· How does the Psalmist attitude change from 120/121 to 122/123?  

I. Psalm 123-126: We see the Psalmist is now recognizing many things about the Lord and how He has blessed his people.  

J. Psalm 127-131: Again the Psalmist is maturing in his understanding of the Lord and is becoming more humbled as his understanding grows.  
· How do we see this?

K. Psalm 132-135: Now the Psalmist is offering himself up to serve the Lord as he recognizes how great God is and how wonderful fellowshipping with God’s people is.  

· How is the Psalmist’s attitude different now than it was in the beginning of the Song of Ascents and also the middle?

IV. Application

What are changes in your walk and relationship with the Lord that you can identify which have helped you to see how the Lord has refined and matured that relationship?
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